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THE SPEAKER (Mr Barnett) took the Chair at 2.15 pm. and read prayers.

PETITION
Conservation - Shark Bay

MR HTASSELL (Contesloe) [2.18 pm]: [ present a petition couched in the following terms -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We, the undersigned respectfully showeth:
That following the Hon Minister for Planning's promises1 made at the public meeting
at Shark Bay on 24 March 1988, in which he said "if the local people do not want
Heritage Listing of the H-amelin Pool then the State Governiment will not proceed to
nominate it and will oppose that Listing. .. in the most unequivocal terms that the
State Government will oppose the total listing of Shark Bay for World Heritage at
all .. .", that the people of Shark Bay and other citizens are deeply concerned that the
Government has agreed that further consideration be given to World Heritage listing
for Shark Bay, and
(a) believe the special features of the region can be best protected through

finalisat ion of the Shark Bay Plan in consultation with local people,
(b) do not want transfer of control of the area to the Commonwealth or overseas

influences,
(c) calls on the State Government and Parliament to cease consideration of World

Heritage listing,
(d) calls on the State Government to oppose and fight against any World Heritage

listing.
Your petitioners thereby humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears eight signatures and I certify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 20.]

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND EXPENDITURE REVIEW COMMITTEE
Report - Waste Watch

On motion by Mr D.L. Smith, resolved -

That the report be printed.

BILLS (3) - INTRODUCTION AND FIRST READING
1. Supply Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr Peter Dowding (Treasurer), and read a first time.

2. Local Government Grams Amendment Bill.
Bill introduced, on motion by Mr Canr (Minister for Local Government), and read a
frst time.

3. Town Planning and Development Amendment Bill.
Bill introduced, on motion by Mr Stephens, and read a first time.
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FEDERAL PARLIAMENT

Gift - Statement by Speaker
THE SPEAKER (Mr Bamnett): I wish to make a statement for the information of members.
On 4 May 1988 the President of the Legislative Council and I jointly wrote to the Speaker of
the House of Representatives and the President of the Senate proposing that the Parliament,
the Governiment, and the people of Western Australia present a specially commissioned
sculpture as a gift for the formal gardens of the new Parliament House. The Speaker of the
House of Representatives and the President of the Senate have now advised that the
Parliament of Australia is pleased to accept our gift, and this sculpture, when placed in the
formal gardens, will be viewed by those who work in and visit the new Parliament House.
We hope it will be a constant reminder to all of the generosity of Western Australia.

ADD RESS-IN-REPLY - FIFTH DAY

Motion
Debate resumed from 24 May.

MR CIJNNINGHI-AM (Balga) r2.25 pm]: it is with pride and humility that I take my place
in this Legislative Assembly of Western Australia to represent the people of the electorate of
Balga. My pride comes not only from the faith that my parry, the Australian Labor Party, has
placed in me, but also because I have been trusted by the people of B alga to represent them in
the Parliament of this great State of Western Australia. My humility comes from the fact that
I have been selected to succeed Brian Burke. I am honoured that he counts me as a friend.

I am succeeding one of the most remarkable men to have served this State as a Premider. He
is a man of strengt and compassion; a man of wit and wisdom; a remarkable leader who has
not lost that personal touch. At 1.45 this afternoon he telephoned me from Budapest - that
demonstrates the kind of man he is; always a personal touch.

Brian Burke is a great teacher of loyalty. He never lost sight of the fact that he was in this
Parliament to represent the good and ordinary people of Balga. This is something that will
always be foremost in my mind. He believed that to be a member of Parliament did not mean
removing himself from the electors. Instead, it meant he should be drawn closer to them and
to their problems. His slogan was, "Can I help you?" The people came and he helped.

Brian Burke turned a 30 vote winning margin for his seat in the 1973 by-election into a
remarkable winning personal vote in subsequent elections which defied all trends and all
predictions. The people of Balga voted for Brian Burke because they knew and loved him.

My task as his successor is, therefore, a daunting one, but I am privileged to have known
Brian since those early days of that historic by-election and to have been with him during all
those years of political struggles and successes. I realise we will continue to have chose
political struggles and those successes.
For 15 years we have been close friends and it was with much pride that my dear wife, Julie,
and I were chosen to be the godparents of their lovely daughter, Sarah. I wish to publicly
thank Brian and Sue for their friendship, support and help not only to ourselves, but also to
all the people of Balga and to the people of this State whom they served with such strength
and dignity, We wish the Burke family every happiness and success in their new home in
Ireland. They will be fine ambassadors to both the Republic of Ireland, where so many
Australians have ancestral roots, and the Holy See which is one of the most important
diplomatic listening posts in the world as well as being the centre of great spiritual
significance.

[ now turn to my election to this Legislative Assembly. I wish to convey my thanks to you,
Mr Speaker, the officers and staff of this House and to all the members who have made me
feel so welcome during my transition to Parliament.

I thank all those dedicated members of the Australian Labor Party, those many friends wha
helped me in my hard-fought by-election campaign. I also thank the trade union movement
that did so much for me. Nofrally, I do not like singling out people, but I must single out
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members of the Australian Workers Union and staff, Joe Keenan and Joe Isherwood. I must
single out also Mark Bishop and Joe Bullock from the Shop Distributive and Allied
Employees Association, and John O'Connor from the Transport Workers Union, who gave
me great assistance in my campaign.

I thank also my dear wife, Julie, and my adopted family for all their love and support.
Without them I would not be here today. As one of the newer members of the House, I also
congratulate the member for Ascot and the member for Dale for the victories which enabled
them to take their seats in the Chamber.

It was from a deep, personal political conviction that I joined the Australian Labor Party in
Toowoomba, Queensland, in 1956. 1 was convinced then, as I now stand here today, that the
Austrlian Labor Party stands for social justice and cares for the whole of society. I am
extremely honoured to be a member of the Dowding-Parkcer Labor Government. Both Peter
Dowding and David Parker provide the leadership qualities which are essential to the future
well being of the people of Western Australia.

The electorate of Balga includes the suburbs of Balga, Girrawheen, Koondoola, Mirrabooka,
Ballajura and East Harnersicy. Mirrabooka, in the south of the electorate, is the mast recently
developed Homeswest suburb in the electorate. Low cost land has been sold to those who
qualify and the homes have been built by private developers rather than by Homeswest.
There is a great deal of pride among the residents of Mirraboaoka.

I would like to raise four issues in my maiden speech: The family reunion concept of our
immigration policy; the State Government's family package; consumer credit; and the role of
two schools in the Balga electorate.

The electorate of Balga is ethnically diverse and as a result is a culturally rich electorate.
This is a reflection of how Western Australia as part of our great nation has embraced family
immrigration as an important factor in the future direction of the State. I represent people of
many ethnic backgrounds who made a decision to settle in the Balga electorate. These people
have brought with them skills and qualifications to service and enhance our community. In
doing so, they have contributed immensely to the social and economic growth of our great
State of Western Australia.

The Dowding-Parker Labor Government recognises the rights of our established migrants to
have their families join them in Australia. Lately I have received numerous complaints from
many of my constituents of various ethnic backgrounds. They have expressed grave concern
about the Federal Opposition's immigration policy. The question of a re-emphasis away
from the family reunion policy has deeply distressed and offended those people who wish to
be reunited with their loved ones. The Federal Opposition has demonstrated a distinct lack of
compassion for these people who have given so much to this country. One must question the
motives of the Opposition and its commitment to the concept of a multicultural Australia.
The proposition by the Federal Opposition that migrants should be more skilled is one
already being addressed by the Dowding-Parker Labor Government. It has moved quickly to
set up an overseas qualification recognition unit to assist people who have qualified in the
country of their origin who wish to continue using their skills to benefit all Australians.
Along with many other initiatives that are being pursued by the Dowding-Parker Labor
Government, this unit has made, and will continue to make, the process of resettlement a less
traumatic experience for those comning to Australia.

Skils development and training of our young people are of great significance to the
Dowding-Parker Labor Government. In my electorate the Halga College of TAFE is a prime
example of a community-spirited teaching institution. Under the guidance of its principal,
Mr John Levy, it has proved its worth within the community. Both young and more mature
people are provided with the opportunity to develop their education and their skills.

The family package is another indication of the State Labor Government's strong
commitment to the quality of life for Western Australian families. Western Australia is the
only State to have a Minister for The Family, a portfolio created by the Burke Labor
Government after the 1986 election. The Minister for The Family, Hon Kay Hallahan,
recognises the importance of the family and understands the complexities and the pressures
facing Western Australian families. The Dowding-Parker Labor Government recognises that
all families experience change as individual family members grow and enter new stages
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in their lives. This change may involve difficulties and a family may find itself in need of
professional support and guidance. This Government accepts a responsibility to ensure that
services are available for families in crisis by enhancing the ability of those families to care
for and protect their members, prevent family breakdown and ensure the safety of individual
members.

Our Government continues to recognise the problems of people who are socially and
financially disadvantaged and will continue to assist these people, The family package
complements previously established programs. Importantly, the family package cakes up the
challenge of supporting the quality of family life for as many people as possible across the
entire spectrum of our community. The Government has given a major priority to assisting
families living on low incomes. Concessional assistance has increased from $47 million in
1982-83 to $88 million in 1987-88. The provision of these concessions has meant that
families on low incomes are much better off than they were prior to 1983.
The Burke Labor Government was elected n the clear understanding that Western
Australians need the opportunity to work together for the common good. This Government
has acted decisively to restore justice and equality to the family, qualities which were wilfully
eroded by the previous Government of the conservative parties. The Dowding-Parker Labor
Government is working on the understanding that it is not too late to reverse the damage done
during those conservative years. We have a mandate from the electorate to catty out this
task. Essential to this task are our social welfare reform programs. We shall not be diverted
from our goal of achieving a decent, secure, dignified and constructive way of life for all
Western Australians.

Interest rates for consumner credit have for too long been extraordinarily high. Interest
charges for bank credit cards average between 22 and 23 per cent and one large retail store in
the city, in particulac, has the audacity to charge a similar interest rate of 22 per cent on credit
transactions. Consumer credit is too often made available with scant regard to the ability of
the consumer to meet repayments. Such an irresponsible practice, coupled with high interest
rates, too often results in unserviceable financial problems creating serious social problems.

While consumer problems affect the majority of the population, that effect is particularly
severe on those people on low to medium incomes. This general community problem is of
particular concern in the electorate of Balga and is evident in much of my electorate office
work on behalf of my constituents. I am appalled to note the scale and impact of consumer
problems. Equally, I am pleased to note the vigour with which the Dowding-Parker Labor
Government is addressing those problems.

The Minister for Consumer Affairs, Hon Graham Edwards, has established under the
chairnanship of the member for Victoria Park, Dr Geoff Gallop, a task force to provide
counselling for those people confronting financial difficulties.

In the course of my work in the Balga. electorate I have been impressed by the dedication and
hard work of all school principals, teachers and staff. It may be a dangerous practice to
single out particular schools and their teachers, but I will make an exception in the case of
two schools in my electorate.

Ted Kelley, principal of Burbridge School and Eve Lucas, principal of the Gladys Newton
School in Balga, together with their teaching staff are kind and compassionate people who
have demonstrated a highly professional and caring attitude towards physically and
intellectually disabled students. As well as an education and ancillary staff, the Burbridge
School has been allocated a State registered nurse, two enrolled nurses, two physiotherapists,
two occupational therapists and a speech pathologist. Dr Lesley Callingharm, medical officer
of the Koondoola Child Health Centre, visits the school on a weekly basis. These services
have helped to ensure that physically and intellectually disabled students do not have to leave
the school to receive therapeutic and medical services. The Department of Health employs
and supervises such staff in cooperation with the responsible education authority.

Burbridge was opened in 1979 and under strong leadership and due to the systems devised
and implemented by the principal and staff has become one of the best and most efficiLent
schools of its type. Today there are 76 students in the school. Twenty one are profoundly
handicapped, 20 are in transition or life skills programs and 35 are in traditional programs
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which have been modified and may - and I stress the word "may' - eventually lead to these
students being placed full time in primary and high schools. Already, the school has
achieved success in this area and in the past six years some 40 students have graduated to
become full time students in regular schools.
The Gladys Newton school was opened in 1971 and caters for students ranginig from the
severely handicapped to mildly handicapped. There are 145 students enrolled in the school
aged from four to 18 years. This school offers a wide range of programs for students
progressing through the junior, intermediate and senior groups. As well as traditional
academic areas of instruction, the school exists on self help and independence programs. As
students progress to the senior area of the school, the program emphasis changes to one of a
preparation for work, be it in open or sheltered employment, and being able to access
recreational facilities in the community. Additionally, the students are encouraged to help
junior students within the school as part of a program of civic responsibility to the school
community.
An integration program with both Warriapendi Primary School and Balga Senior High
School exists to enable students from this school to interact with their non-disabled peers.
This is a two way process with Gladys Newton students going over to those schools and
some students from the regular schools joining in classes and recess activities at the Gladys
Newton School. The dedicated principals and staff of Burbridge and Gladys Newton see
themselves as partners with the parents of their students in providing an appropriate and
relevant education in order to maximise the life potential of every student.
The aspirations and hopes of my constituents are many and varied. I greatly appreciate this
opportunity to join the people of Balga in their work to fulfil these goals. I take up the
challenge that has been passed to me with the exit of Brian Burke from the political stage and
pledge that I will commit myself to the welfare of the people of this State and to the people of
Balga.
I firmly believe that I have been blessed and fortunate to be selected to represent the
electorate of Balga.

[Applause.]
MR COWAN (Merredin - Leader of the National Party) [2.48 pm]: I join with the members
who have spoken previously in this debate in welcoming new members to this Parliament. I
am reminded of comments made to me by the Minister for Conservation and Land
Management when the session began last week. I am sure that he was not original in his
comment that we spend a great deal of time and effort to get into this place and, having won a
seat for the first time, we spend even greater effort to stay in here, sometimes wondering just
why that is, because very few of us ever understand why we work so hard to stay here when
the job does not involve a great number of rewards.

The Address-in-Reply gives members an opportunity to debate any issue. For some reason or
another, very few members of the Parliament examine the Govemnor's address, which is an
outline of what the Government will do, or make any criticism of it. Generally, members
tend to launch straight into those areas that are of importance to them. However, I have
looked at the Governor's Speech and, if it is an outline of what the Government will do
during this legislative session, quite clearly some of its impact has been taken away because
of the earlier launch of the Government's challenges and opportunities, or economic strategy
document, which was released by the Premier a month or so before the Parliament opened.

One of the interesting features of that economic strategy document was that it was difficult to
find any new initiatives. It was really a position statement by the Government giving details
of those things which it has set out to do over the past four or five years and which it is in the
process of implementing.
Mr Peter Dowding: The industry renewal guarantee was a new initiative which had not been
announced prior to that.
Mr COWAN: It might be said that there was an embellishment of what existed.

Mr Peter Dowding: No, it was a major initiative.

Mr COWAN: That is a matter of conjecture. I give the Premier credit for it, though, because
I think it is a good idea.
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Mr Peter Dowding: I can assure you it is a new initiative; it was not something which took
over ftom what existed.
Mr COWAN: That is one out of 100; the Prmier has 49 to go before he gets a pass. May I
suggest that other forms of financial assistance are made available through Government
sources, so it was an embellishment of a facility which was already available.

Mr Grill: You are stingy with your praise; you could be a bit more generous.

Mr COWAN: I acknowledge that I might be a little cynical; perhaps it is as a result of having
been here for too long; but the proof of that initiative will be in the eating. Just before the
election in six months' time it will be interesting to see how many times this facility has been
used. That may demonstrate whether it is accepted by business and industry. If it is not
utilised, we will be demonstrating how that initiative has not taken off.

Notwithstanding the fact that the Governor's Speech has been overshadowed to some extent
by the Government's economic strategy document, the Speech contained some policy
initiatives which need some commnent. It was predictable that the Government would give
some emphasis to family and social policies. I do not think anyone can argue with the
principle of those initiatives, but we can certainly argue with the efficient allocation of
resources in relation to some of these family and social issues.

Perhaps the best example is not related to this Government but to the Comnmonwealth
initiative. However, the same principle applies. I would not like to see this Government fall
into the same trap as the Comnmonwealth Government. In the electorate of Merredin a child
care centre was established which provides 30 places for children during the day. The cost of
administration of that child care centre - not the capital cost but the administrative cost - is in
excess of $2 000 per year. That represents a cost of $7 000 per place for those 30 places,
notwithstanding the capital cost of the facility. I question whether that is an efficient use of
the financial resources available in this instance to the Commonwealth Government.
Similarly those or other funds are available to the State Government. Is such expenditure
justifiable in the light of the fact that our financial resources are quite limited? Would it not
have been better to go to those people utilising those 30 places and say, "Here is $7 000; find
your own child-minding service"?
I see the Minister for Lands has pulled a face. Perhaps he can tell me where I amn wrong; I
would be delighted to know.

Mrs Henderson: Are you taking into account the fees recovered?

Mr COWAN: The recovery is not going to be very high.

Mrs Henderson: The child care places are made available -

Mr COWAN: Very few of the 30 places are made available on a permanent basis.

Mrs Henderson: -That is fine. There are still the same number of hours per week. Work out
what that is per child per hour per day and you will find that it is cheaper to do it this way.
Mr COWAN: That is obviousl- the argument promoted by the department and accepted by
the Government. It seems to me that a facil ity which costs administratively $2 10 000 per
annum, which equates to $7 000 per place, is costing too much. I question whether that is an
efficient utilisation of financial resources.

Mrs Henderson: Do you think there should be a child care facility?

Mr COWAN: I do. It is a question of who is going to offer the child care. In my view it
should be the family itself; that is an old fashioned argument which is not acceptable to this
Government, but nevertheless it is my view, and I wiLl hold it because I am absolutely certain
that the people I represent agree with me.
Mrs Henderson: People are different; some people use the child care centre and some do not.

Mr COWAN: Sure. I am just saying that it is an inefficient use of financial resources.

Also predictably the Government made announcements in relation to women's employment
and training strategies. At the risk of catching some interjections, this Government is
reaching the stage where it is risking the accusation of being patronising to women. The
extent to which the Government has placed emphasis on some of these stategies in many
instances is quite patronising, and the Government should examine some of the initiatives in
this area.
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Mr Gordon Hill. [ would like a discussion on that at some time, because I can enlighten you.
Mr COWAN: Perhaps I need enlightenment The next subject is one on which I am
convinced that the Minister for Employment and Training will not be able to enlighten me
and that relates to agriculture. I note in the Governor's Speech that there will be change to
the Soil and Land Conservation Act to give farmers more independence to carry out research
and conservation strategies with the ultimate aim of decreasing soil degradation. That is an
admirable concept, but [ would like to point our to the Minister that most farmers hold their
properties in fee simple and they have absolute right to carry out whatever soil research and
conservation strategies they like; they can do it now. I am sure the Minister is referring to
those committees which are established to operate on a district or catchmnenc basis. I
commend the Government for doing something which will give a greater degree of autonomy
and financial resource to those districts. If anything has been a success story in relation to
soil conservation in country areas it has been the establishment of conservation districts,
particularly in those districts where there are some very highly motivated people.
Mr Grill: They are working very well indeed.
Mr COWAN: Yes. I had the privilege of being invited by Richard George, who is running
the project in the Merredin region for the department, to inspect what is being done, and the
work is first class. There is no other way to describe it. They are already achieving
substantial results which can be proved from the high standard required with research. If
anything is done to promote an increase in the autonomy and the use of soil conservation
districts, or their establishment, that will be a very good thing indeed.
I have one comment to the Minister, and that is that because of the high level of research and
because of the funds spent on research, there has generally been a tendency for the
department to reach a certain stage and then say, "Go somewhere else."
There are at least three or four reasons for the department needing a residential hydrologist or
geologist, or whatever their qualifications entitle them to be called, but unfortunately only
about two positions are being created within the department. If the Minister is to increase the
number of officers in the department - or if he can do it without an increase - I recommend he
give high priority to the creation of additional positions. This would mean that the
department does not take the resident hydrologist-geologist from the Merredin region and
transfer him, for argument's sake, to Northamn; rather, a new position should be created
whereby another officer could be sent to the Norhamn region so that these officers are
established throughout the agricultural area. They are certainly well worthwhile, and the
Minister will get full support from the National Party in any priority he gives to the creation
of these positions.
The Governor's Speech dealt with industrial relations, and a couple of phrases came up, as
they do every rime; reference was made to the Government's commitment and productivity.
They were in a fairly broadbrush statement, but there was no definition of how the
Government will put such commitments in place. I am not quite sure what are the
Government's commitments. Productivity is a fine thing, but once again there is no outline
of how increased productivity will be achieved. It is trme we dealt with industrial relations
with other than motherhood statements; we should sit down and produce an industrial policy
that gives people something to look forward to rather than something which is yet another
promise that is likely to be dispensed with, either because the Government has mun out of time
in which to do anything or because the Government finds its options are far too difficult and
it is better to do nothing.
[ refer now to the Bill to establish the Geraldton and Mid-West Authority. I think members
on this side of the House could quite appropriately amend the long tidle of that Bill to read,
"A Bill for an Act to secure the seat of Geraldton for the current member"; that might be a
little closer to the mark. Again, it might be a cynical approach.
Mr Carr: You did admit you were a cynic.
Mr COWAN: It is true that there is a place for regional development authorities in the
coordination of the development of the regions for which they are responsible. However, the
Government should not forget that local government already exists in those areas. Rather
than allocating a heap of funding to the development authorities as the coordinating bodies, it
would be far more appropriate and give far greater recognition to the autonomy and
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responsibility of local government, once the Government has mapped out the plan, to give
that responsibility back to local government. The Government should say, "Heat is the
funding for those projects within your region." That would be more appropriate than
establishing an entire bureaucracy for the purpose of distributing funds within a region. I am
sure that would be welcomed by local government rather than local government having these
authorities established over and above it, taking from it funding it regards as its own.
Mr Car: That is specifically spelt out in the legislation.

Mr COWAN: It may be spelt out in the legislation, but it does not happen in quite that way.
The Government could facilitate local government becoming involved in developing projects
within its regions. From memory the composition of those regional authorities is that roughly
50 per cent is drawn from local government. If the Government is prepared to take advice
from local government or to appoint local government members to the regional authorities,
the Government should go a step further and, having developed the regional plan, give
responsibility for its implementation, under the coordinating auspices of the authority, to
local government. The Government should demonstrate to local government that it regards
its autonomy and areas of responsibility as being important rather than something which the
Government is trying to replace with another departmental bureaucracy. That is very
important.

Mr Carr: I do not disagree with anything you have said, although I think it is based upon a
misunderstanding of what is intended in the establishment of those authorities.

Mr COWAN: That may be the case, but let us look at the amount of funding given to the
South West Development Authority. Over the space of half an hour I could itemnise some
areas where local government could have handled - had the funds been directed to it and the
plan been given to it - quite responsibly and ably the application of the initiatives involved.
Local government could have implemented the initiative rather than the authority; that is my
point. I do not have any great objection to the establishment of an overall coordinating body,
although in my party that point is argued. However, once the plan has been developed, I
think a greater responsibility for its implementation should rest with local government. We
should give it some recognition for the very valuable work it does.

One issue not dealt with in the Governor's Speech which is very important to me is the mailer
of Commonwealth-State relations. Most of us can recall the infighting which occurred
between the States and the Commonwealth at the Premiers' Conference. I think everyone,
including the Premier, would agree that the time has come for a change to the format, under
which the Premiers traipse over to Canberra every May to be told by the Comimonwealth
precisely what will happen to them. Ir is time we dispensed with this rather schoolboy-type
approach and came up with something more appropriate to this day and age.
Mr Peter Dowding: Do you know what happened? At least under a Labor Governent, one
is told what the offer is at 7.30 am before one gets to the conference. 1 am told that under the
Liberal Government you were not even told when you were sitting around the table.

Mr COWAN: Is it true that it was slipped under the door?

Mr Peter Dowding: Yes. I had all the Labor Premiers in my office for breakfast wondering
what to do.
Mr COWAN: That admission demonstrates how far removed the present system is from
reality. I cannot understand how a person responsible for the administration of this State
receives, under his hotel door, the Commonwealth's offer to his State. It is time there was
change. Change will not be easy. We have given the Commaonwealth back-taxing powers
and the Comnmonwealth makes no secret of the fact that by holding the purse strings it has the
box seat. We recognise that, but the time has come for the States collectively to indicate to
the Commonwealth when enough is enough. It does not matter what I have to say now,
because the fact of the matter is that an economic statement is coming out at six o'clock
tonight which will overshadow everything else. I ask members to recall that last year the
Federal Treasurer said there would be a three per cent cut in expenditure, and everybody
applauded and said, "That's finie", but 12 months down the track we find that the three per
cent cut in expenditure consisted of a two per cent cut in grants to the States, and a one per
cent cut in road fuinds. Those areas of spending for which the Commnonwealth was
responsible actually saw a rise of (0.01 per cent.
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That is not good enough. It is not good enough for the Federal Treasurer to tell the bodies
within the Stares which supply the majority of the essential services that we have to cop it
while they carry on regardless. I1am disturbed that the economic statement to be delivered
tonight by the Treasurer will once again be nothing more than a cut in real terms to grants to
the Stares arid road funding, while the Commonwealth continues on its merry way, and
spends as much as its likes on the services which it provides. Itris not good enough for the
Treasurer to hold the purse strings and tell the States exactly where they can go, and what
they can do, and treat them in a cavalier fashion without giving thenm any responsibility. One
of the major issues in future years will be the need to address the deterioration of
Comnmonwealth-State relations, particularly in regard to the financial allocation of those
taxpayers' dollars that are sent to the Commonwealth originally for the purpose of returning
them to the States in a fair and evenhanded way.

Three areas need to be examined. The first is the need to change the tax sharing arrangement
which exists between the Commonwealth and the States. It is important that the States
withdraw from this system of bargaining on offers that are slipped under the Premiers' hotel
doors early in the morning. A base should be established for funding well before the
Premiers arrive at the Premiers' Conference, so that all the Premiers' Conference does is go
about the process of fine tuning. That fine tuning should also involve contributions from the
States. At the moment the Commonwealth Treasurer tells the States what they can have, and
they then have to start scrapping for bits around the edges. It would be more appropriate for
a change to be made to the tax sharing arrangements to make it clear that the State Premiers
have a say in precisely how the cake is to be divided. They could still argue about the bits
around the edges, but they should have some say in how the division takes place.
Mr Hassell: Do you think the system should be changed so that the States are responsible for
raising the revenue they spend?

Mir COWAN: I have no argument with that, provided there is some control which makes it
clear that there is not going to be double taxation, or an increase in taxation.

Mr Hassell: It is very difficult to achieve, but it is the ideal principle, is it not?

Mr COWAN: The ultimate goal seems to be to restore the taxing powers to the States and let
the Commonwealth come grovelling to us every year for funding. That would deal with the
matter of duplication.

The second area which needs to be considered is change to the application for specific
purpose grants. It is inappropriate that the Commonwealth, through its bureaucracy
established in Canberra, can decide what is best for the States in the way of expenditure
through specific purpose grants. That is a ludicrous situation. M 'uch greater flexibility and
control needs to be vested in the States over the specific purpose grants which are made to
them.
The other area of Commonwealth-Stare financial matters is the operation of the Loan
Council. It would be far more appropriate if we established some form of fiscal council that
operated continually on an annual basis to deal with the issues which currently concern the
Loan Council. Somebody from the University of Western Australia told me that the Loan
Council should be replaced by a public fiscal council, which should have the same
membership as the Loan Council, with responsibility for coordinating fiscal policies in
Australia. The idea would be to establish a permanent secretariat which would allow the
Loan Council to make effective decisions throughout the year, covering a whole range of
financial or fiscal policies. The advantage of that, once again, would be to give the States an
involvement in the decision-making processes of finance. There is no question that what we
want from the Commonwealth is greater flexibility in determining our own priorities and
funding, greater responsibility for raising revenue, and more say in what happens at the
Premiers' Conference, rather than having to adopt a schoolboy approach and go cap in hand,
generally coming back with nothing.

MR HASSELL (Cotresloe) [3.18 pmn]: I have prepared a diagram concerning what I am
going to talk about, which I would like to be incorporated in H-ansard. After consultation
with you, Mr Speaker, I seek leave to incorporate it, subject to the practicability of Hansard
being able to do so.

[See appendix A, p 4 93.]
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Mr HASSELL: I join with other members of Parliament in congratulating the new member
for Dale on his excellet maiden speech, the member for Ascot on his maiden speech on
opening day when we were all duly assembled, and the member for B alga on his maiden
speech today. I mentioned to the member for Balga outside the House that I rather wished he
had made his maiden speech before today, as I suspect he knows more about some of the
things we were discussing last night than did the Ministers themselves, as he worked in the
Premier's office and was often the go-between for the former Premier and the people with
whom he was dealing. However, in the fullness of time the member for B alga will have the
opportunity to respond to the passing remarks about such matters. However, I join with him
in congratulating those members and in wishing them a fruitful time in this place, which is
not always an easy place in which to Work.

My remarks today will be directed to one subject, that is, the Perth Technical College site and
the dealings in relation to it and, associated with that, the David Jones site. I am glad that the
Deputy Premier has returned to the House because he made some remarks recently which are
particularly relevant to what I have to say.
In January 1985 the Perth Technical College in St George's Terrace was a valuable site
owned by the Stat Government since last century. It was, as it still is, used by the Stare
educational authorities and it included, as it still does, a number of historic buildings. No rent
was payable by the State education authorities; no rates were payable; and, of course, as it
was a Government property no taxes were payable.
Let us contrast that with the situation in May 1988. The Perth Technical College site in St
George's Terrace, Perth, is an even more valuable site but is now owned by developers,
interests representing Kerry Packer and Warren Anderson from Sydney. It is still used by the
State education authorities. The Government has given a number of commitments to
preserve the historic buildings on the site. I understand that rent is payable for use of the site
by the education authorities, which is not surprising as the site has been sold and is now
being used by the Government and will continue to be so used pending redevelopment. One
assumes that rates are payable on the site by the new owners and that taxes are payable. A
major Government commitment has been given to rent developed office space on the site at
top rates - in fact, I suggest above top rates - when the site is developed and is completed in
1991-92. In addition, there is a major Government commuitment to underwrite some kind of
property trust in relation to the site and others. I will come back to the details on that. Thus
between January 1985 and May 1988 a remarkable change has taken place and some of the
steps taken along the way are simply amazing.
Let us consider step one in 1985. The Western Australian Development Corporation calied
tenders for the site in December [984 with a view to getting a short list of tenderers by June
1985. At that time the WADC was acting for the Government. The Western Australian
Development Corporation, however, apparently thought it was a good idea to do some
manoeuvring with respect to the site, so it obtained a private valuation of the site in February
1985. That private valuation was of the order of $20.5 million. The Valuer General had
previously valued the site at lesa than $20.5 million. My memory tells me it was in the order
of $17 million. Let us be generous and accept the private valuer's figure of $20.5 million.
We have a simnple situation: The site is owned by the Government, with the WADC having
called renders. The WADC then gets a valuation and decides to cut across the calling of
tenders, and across the process of offering it to other people. Instead, the Government of Mr
Burke agreed to sell the site to the Western Australian Development Corporation, at a price of
$20.5 million, with settlement to be on or before 20 December 1985; ultimately, the payment
was deferred until 27 June 1986. That takes care of steps one and two.
We then come to step three. On 20 December 1985 - the same day as the purchase of the
property from. the Government by the WADC was to be effected - the Western Australian
Development Corporation sold the site for $33.5 million. Thus, having purchased the site for
$20.5 million - but not having paid for it - it then sold the site for $33.5 millon. We might
ask how the Valuer General came up with a value of less than $20.5 million a few months
earlier, and how a private valuer came up with a valuation of $20.5 million, yet the WADC
was able to sell the site in October 1985 - although settlement was not until 20 December -
for $33.5 m-ilion. The answer is that the termns of sale were, to say the least, generous.
Mr Mensaros: The purchasers were all members of WA Incorporated.
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Mr HASSELL: I will. come to that.
The fact is that the sale at $33.5 million - a dramatic increase in price, if not in value - was to
the State Superannuation Board as to 50 per cent; Bond Corporation as to 25 per cent; and to
the interests of Mr Connell as to 25 per cent. Members should bear in mind that the chairman
of the SSB at the time was Mr Len Brush.

The wonderment that we might have about the great increase in value might be explained by
the fact that Mr Bond and Mr Connell did not have to put up a red cent. They provided no
money.

Mr Macinnon: Nothing?

Mr H-ASSELL: Nothing. The purchase from the WADC was fully funded by the State
Superannuation Board. Bond Corporation and Connell, although part owners of the site from
20 December 1985, were not required to pay for their share and, presumably, paid no interest,
this being capitalised by the State Superannuation Board against later recovery on completion
of an agreed development plan for the site. Note, Mr Speaker, that this arrangement gave
Bond Corporation and Connell a free ride on any capital appreciation of a key St George's
Terrace property at the time of a strongly rising market. You will see from later figures that
that capital appreciation in at least one case was handsomely realised.

The second special aspect of step three was that the commission of $13 million obtained by
the WADC was augmented by that body because it was allowed to get the purchase price of
$33 million, put it on deposit and take the interest. It obtained that money an 20 December
1985 but it did not have to pay the purchase price to the State Government until 27 June
1986. A completely false profit figure was created and there was an arrangement which
allowed the WADC to be subsidised in that profit through the use of the Government's
money. That money could have been in the Government's cash earnings and applied to
reduce the taxation burden. This matter is disclosed in the Auditor General's first report for
1985-86 at page 178.

Mr Blaikie: Would you liken that to the Government robbing the taxpayers to give the
WADC a profit?

Mr HASSELL: Public funds were channeUed to the Western Australian Development
Corporation so as to appear that a profit was paid on WADC operations when, in fact,
WADC was given a subsidy.

What also happened was that about the same time as the State Superannuation Board
purchased its 50 per cent interest under the chairmanship of Mr Brush with the approval of
Mr Burke, it also purchased a 25 per cent interest in the Central Park property - the old David
Jones site - of which the other partners were Bond with a 50 per cent interest and Connell
with a 25 per cent interest.

Mr Speaker, you will be amazed to know that in that deal also, neither Mr Bond nor Mr
Connell, were required to put up a red cent.

Mr Macinnon: How much?

Mr HASSELL: They put up nothing. In that deal it was even more dramatic.

In that deal there was a 10 year agreement under which Mr Bond and Mr Connell would not
have to put up any money - a 10 year agreement, one which is so scandalous that the current
Deputy Premnier has remarked on it recently and has acknowledged that they are frantically
trying to negotiate with Bond Corporation to get out of it.

Mr Parker: Has the member read the correction published by The Australian Financial
Review on that?

Mr HASSELL: I have not seen the Deputy Premier's correction.

Mr Parker: It was published in The Australian Financial Review.

Mr HASSELL: I hope that the Deputy Premier will rise in this debate and explain in detail
all of these transactions and, if it be that some detail in my extensive research - and it has
been extensive - is incorrect, I hope that he corrects it and puts the record straight because I
do not want to get it wrong; I have worked very hard to get it absolutely right, Itris important
that we get clearly on the record the dealings that were done by Mr Brush as Chairman of the
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Superannuation Board, which were approved by Mr Burke and which on the face of them
were absolutely scandalous. I intend to continue pointing them out.

In addition to what [ have said already in relation to this particular step in the transactions, it
appears from what limaited research I have been able to undertake on this aspect of the matter
that no security was lodged over the interests of Connell and Bond in relation to either of
those sites in respect of the outstanding purchase moneys which they presumably owed to the
State Superannuation Board, because that board had put up the money.

In other words, Mr Bond and Mr Connell, having acquired valuable interests in the Perth
Technical College site and in the David Jones site - and having acquired those interests
without putting up any money - were then free 10 mortgage, charge, deal with, transfer, or
otherwise dispose of those interests without any security having been made in favour of the
State Superannuation Board. That says a lot about the board's administration, if that be
correct, as I understand it is.

I come to step four. In June 1986 the Superannuation Board revalued the Perth Technical
College Site in its books to $35 million, so it had gained another capital appreciation from
$33.5 million. That was only in the books.

Mr Parker: It was probably supported by the land sales next door as there was extraordinary
activity on St George's Terrace at that time.

Ms H-ASSELL: The Deputy Premier has that right - there was extraordinary activity, and if I
am allowed to I will very happily deal with some of those things. All sorts of things are
appearing in newspapers today; the Deputy Premier might like to look at what appeared in
the Melbourne Age yesterday because it is a very goad exposition of what was going on.
During the period from 20 December 1985 until November 1987, just under two years, Bond
Corporation held a 25 per cent interest in the Perth Technical College Site, but had paid out
no money, all funds having been provided by the State Superannuation Board from funds it
held in trust for Government employees.

Does the Deputy Premier suggest that is wrong? Does he suggest that money had been paid
for the sites?
Mr Parker: I am sorry, I was not listening.
Mr Peter Dowding: Get on with your speech.
Mr HASSELL: It is interesting that the Premier wants me to get on with my speech when a
couple of minutes ago the Deputy Premier was interjecting consistently. Bond Corporation
shared in the rent being paid by the State Education Authority for the continued use of the
site. Bond Corporation shared in the notional capital value growth, as did Mr Connell.
We come now to step five. In November 1987 the State Labor Government rescued
Rothwells Limited, which was then controlled by Mr Laurie Connell, with a $150 million
guarantee and other measures. As part of the Rothwells rescue the SGIC purchased Mr
Connell's interests in both the Perth Technical College Site and the David Jones Site for
$30 million.
I came to step six. Subsequent to the SGIC purchase of the Concill shares of the Perth
Technical College Site and the David Jones Site the SOIC swapped its 25 per cent share of
the David Jones Site for Bond's 25 per cent share of the Perth Technical College Site on the
basis that both sites were valued equally.

This is where the Deputy Premier is so right about extraordinary dealings. There has been
swapping back and forth, going up and down, and in and out and around and about.
Mr Parker: Be honest! What I said was that there was an extraordinary level of buying
activity at that end of St George's Terrace which was quite unrelated to the SGIC, Bond,
Connell., or the Government in any of its other forms.

Mr HASSELL- If the Deputy Premier will allow me an extension of time, I will let himn
make his speech while I am making mine, but as I have only 12 midnutes left, I would like to
get on with my speech.

Mr Parker: I will let the member speak if he is honest.
Mr HASSELL: I do not want to misrepresent the Deputy Premier. After that transaction,
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step six, the Perth Technical Site was owned 50 per cent by the State Superannuation Board
and 50 per cent by the SCIC, so it had done one circle and gone out of Government
ownership and back to Government ownership, but it cost a lot of money along the way.

Mr Parker: It made a lot of money.

Mr HJASSELL: Only for the WADC - and a false profit at that. Amazingly, the deal outlined
in step three, under which the State Superannuation Board put up all the money for the
original purchase, continued, so even though at the end of last year the interest originaly
funded in the Perth Technical College site was swapped for land across the road, the funding
of that interest continued.

What happened was that the free carried interest of Mr Bond's companies in the Perth
Technical College site went over the road and became a free carried interest at some 25 per
cent in the David Jones site. Mr Bond then did a deal to transfer it to GMK, a public
company that he controlled. Therefore, there was an interest of 25 per cent fully paid for by
the State Superannuation Board which had done a little circuit the benefit of which was
flowing to a subsidiary of Bond Corporation on another site. What justification could there
be for that?

It is my understanding that these arrangements persist to this day. What has niot been
disclosed before is that in December 1987, when the land swap deals were done - which is
step six, the step that I am now talking about - the State Superannuation Board could have
insisted on Bond Corporation paying for the land as a condition for the swap taking place.
This right to call in the money was reinforced by usual contractual promises intended to
ensure that the special deal done on the Perth Technical College site was not used in the very
way it could now be used; that is, to fund a developer gratis.
Mr Peter Dowding: What would have calling in any money have done?

Mr HASSELL: From Bond Corporation?

Mr Peter Dowding: What would it have done?

Mr [HASSELL: I do not know. They were comnmercial people who went to the State
Superannuation Board - were partners of the board - and said. 'We want to swap our land
around." What does the Premier think a commercial person would have done in those
circumstances? He would have said, "If you want to start fiddling with the deal that we have
done, you pay for the land that you are dealing with." Of course he would have said that. Is
the Premier suggesting otherwise?

Ms Peter Dowding: If it is commercially profitable to do it, why not?

Mr H-ASSELL: It was not done because Tony Uoyd stopped it. He stopped the pre-emption
clauses being used.

Mr Peter Dowding; Nonsense!

Mr H-ASSELL: I defy the Premier to say otherwise. As I said. Bond Corporation went on to
sell its interest in the David Jones site to GMK. That company is receiving the benefit of
State Superannuation Board funding - an active, not passive decision made on two occasions,
the occasion of the swap deal and the occasion of the GMK deal to prevent the use of
contractual clauses and legal rights which would have allowed the State Superannuation
Board to escape the massive burden of the original Brush deal.

The fact is that this deal is so scandalous that the Deputy Premier is reported in The
Australian Financial Review of 9 May to have said -

Details of the development -

We are talking now of the David Jones site. To continue -

- under which Bond pays no development costs for 10 years but retains an equal share
on completion of the project - have angered the State's Deputy Premier, Mr Parker.

He said the agreement, worked out by former SSB chairman, Mr Len Brush, int March
1985, and approved the next month by the then Premier, Mr Burke, had not gone to
State Cabinet.
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It would not have been approved by Cabinet, he said.

The SSB Chairman, Mr Bill Ralston, confirmed yesterday that he was negotiating
with Bond Corp executives, including managing director Mr Peter Beckwith, to
extricate the SSB from the deal.

Mr Rolston is believed to be negotiating to buy out Bond Corp's half for more than
$50 million.

The deal for funding the development - known as Central Park on the old David Jones
site in St George's Terrace - means the SSB provides the funds for 10 years with all
interest charges being capitalised until completion in 199 1.

Let us be clear about what I amn saying. This is a deal which the Deputy Premier of this State
has said did not go to Cabinet; which he said would not be approved by Cabinet. Having said
that, I now point out that on two occasions as late as November last year the Government
could have got out of the deal by insisting on Bond and Connell paying up the money they
owed. What did the Government do? It let the deal go on, and it is now talking about
spending millions more of taxpayers' money to buy them out. It is an absolute scandal!

What does the Deputy Premier have to say about those subsequent decisions? Why has the
Government allowed this to go on? Why, when it finally got rid of Mr Brush, has it allowed
Mr Tony Lloyd. now representing the interests of Rothwells, and Mr Kevin Edwards, now
representing political interests, to go on doing these sorts of things?

Not only did SCIC effectively buy Mr Connel's 25 per cent share of the PTC site for
$15 million, valuing the site at $60 million, an increase of $26.5 million, or 79 per cent in
two years, but also Mr Connell, who did not put up one penny, took $6.6 million in profit
with no capital outlay whatsoever because it was all funded by the State Superannuation
Board.

In December 1987 the State Government Insurance Commission claimed the value of the site
on its books at $57.5 million, which was less than the figure on which the profit was paid.
That was half of $115 million for both sites.

I come now to step seven. in March L988 the SGIC and the State Superannuation Board sold
the Perth Technical College site, together with adjoining properties bought from the Bell
Group and others, to Kerry Packer and Warren Anderson, Eastemn States developers. Kevin
Edwards from the Department of Premier and Cabinet was involved in arranging the deal.
He travelled to Sydney to deal with the buyers, Anderson and Packer. This is a strange thing
for a vendor to do. Normally a purchaser comes to a vendor, not the other way around, and
normally a vendor does not make himself look so anxious to sell.

There are two remarkable aspects to this transaction. The first is that the SOIC will have to
lease or find tenants for 35 000 square metres of the buildings to go on the site at a rental of
$400 per square metre per annum. The current average rent in Perth prime market is about
$270 per square metre per annum. The new R & I Bank tower will be occupied in its best
area at only $3 10 per square metre per annum. That obligation continues for five years. It
goes up at 10 per cent per annumn cumulatively, and it adds to outgoings.

This is a comment I received from a very senior valuer in Perth -

Thirty five thousand square metres is 1.5 times Mt Newman House, and 1.5 timnes the
new St Georges Square adjacent to Forrest Place. No-one has paid $270 net for
35 000 square metres.

The Government now controls development sites equal to seven years' supply of new office
space at the optimunm projected takeup rate of 55 000 square metres per annum. The David
Jones site, 60 000 square metres; the Perth Technical College-Parmelia site, 300 000 square
metres; a total of 360 000 square metres. The senior valuer went on to say that in addition,
the Perth Technical College-Parmelia site can accommodate shopping facilities equivalent to
the size of another Karrinyup Shopping Centre and a major hotel development. He went on
to say that because of the non-commercial terms already given to Bond and Anderson-
Packer, all other potential developers for the Perth central business district have been frozen
out of the market for the next decade.

60921-8

441



442 [ASSEMBLY]

That is not my comment; it is that of a senior, experienced, rational, careful developer on St
George's Terrace. There are endless questions about these transactions, but we know that
this Government is so shocked by their discovery - the transactions in many respects were on
the record anyway - that it is trying to get out of them, and it will pay money to do so.
These dealings show that on two occasions the Government has called for commercial
expressions of interest, but it has then cut across tendering procedures to do generous deals
with Bond, Connell, Packer, and Anderson. The Government established rubbery profit
figures on the transactions for political purposes to try to make its business dealings look
good. It allowed preferential financial dealings with Bond to be transferred to another site. It
has undertaken substantial comm-itments for leasing office space equivalent to one and a half
times the size of Mt Newman House. The Government has proceeded on these transactions
without taking any appropriate or adequate security or safeguard.

Theme should be an independent inquiry into the whole of these deals, and they should be
independently and thoroughly investigated.

Extension of Time

Mr WATT: I move -

That the member's time be extended.

In doing so I would like to remind the House that on 18 June 1986 the member for Cockburn
was making his maiden speech in this House.

Mr Peter Dowding: That was a maiden speech.

Mr WAfl: The issues being canvassed by that member in his maiden speech - and I
acknowledge that it was his maiden speech, and regardless of whether it was his maiden
speech - paled into insignificance compared with the importance of the matters being
canvassed by the member for Cottesloe.

I would like to quote from Hansard on the day in question when Mr Macinnon said in
response to that motion -

The Opposition does not oppose the motion to extend the speaking time of the
member for Cockburn, particularly as this is his maiden speech. We wish to point out
to the Government that we should be granted the same courtesy when we make
important speeches.

I have just been advised of another precedent where the member for Floreat, who was then
the Minister for Mines, was making a speech and his time was extended on a motion by the
then member for Ascot, Mr Bryce. There is plenty of precedent.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I would remind the member on his feet that, under Standing
Orders, the motion for an extension of time for the member for Cottesloe cannot be debated.
I simply ask whether the motion is seconded.
Mr MacKIN4NON: I second the motion.

Point of Order

MW PETER DOWDING: I am a bit disappointed with the member for Cottesloe, simply
because so much of what he is saying is incorrect. However, he has indicated he will finish
in another five minutes and on that basis I do not have an objection to an extension of time
for five minutes to enable him to complete his speech.

Mr Macinnon: Thank you.

Debate Resumed

Question put and passed.

Mr HASSELL: I thank the Premier, and I would ask that the clock be put on for five minutes
and I will keep to it. I will say to the Premnier only this: If there are some things in what I
have said that are incorrect 1 would appreciate the Government's getting up and explaining
the situation fully to the House, because the fact is that these dealings have gone on. They
are not the sort of dealings that should have gone on and they are themselves an
exemplification of the problems that arise when Governments start fiddling in business.

442



[Wednesday, 25 May 1988] 4

The fundamental issue is whether the Government has been acting in the interests of the
taxpayers and, more particularly, in the interests of the trust funds of the State
Superannuation Board.
Mr Peter Dowding: Can I just take up that point? [ will give you six minutes.
Mr Waif: He has 15 minutes.
Mr Peter Dowding: No, I would say an extra minute is fair enough. Isn't the base line that if,
in the course of a commercial activity, those institutions show a substantial profit and a real
profit - I acknowledge your point about gimnmicky profits, but let us assume for the sake of
the discussion that it is a real profit - that is a sensible thing for the taxpayers of Western
Australia?
Mr HASSELL: Let me answer that question very clearly and unequivocally. The answer is
no, because there are certain dealings that a Government should not undertake; in particular a
Government should not undertake speculative dealings in a speculative marketplace with
trust money.
Mr Peter Dowding: It is hardly speculative to buy and sell property which they had all the
time.
Mr Macinnon: The other side of profit is loss.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Order!
Mr HASSELL: Mr Deputy Speaker, can I start my five minutes now and have a full five
minutes? I say that massive preferential benefits have been given to Alan Bond and Laurie
Connell over these deals. I say that the evidence is there that that is so because the
transactions are, on the face of them, not commercial in their character. I say that those deals
are so scandalous that the Deputy Premier of the State - the present Deputy Premier, not the
Opposition - has criticised thenm.
Mr Peter Dowding: He has not criticised them. He made his comments in respect of one of
them.
Mr HASSELL: He said they would not have been approved by Cabinet if they had gone to
Cabinet. That is import ant.
I conclude by saying to the Government that if it wants genuinely to talk about this issue, so
do I - genuinely. But I ask the Government to deal with each of these areas: Is it not a fact
that Bond and Connell put up no money; that all moneys were provided by the State
Superannuation Board, and that Bond and Connell took the benefit of capital growth? Is it
not a fact that on two occasions the Government called for comrmercial expressions of interest
in relation to two sites, the Perth Technical College and David Jones, but then cut across the
tendering procedures and, in one case, did a generous deal with Bond and Connell and in the
other did a generous deal with Packer and Anderson? Is it not a fact that the Government
established rubbery profit figures in relation to the technical college site by the deal it did
with Bond and Connell - figures designed to make WADC look good - and then created in
relation to the same site only a contingent profit because of the liabilities in relation to the
rent back provisions and the property trust to be created? Is it not a fact that the Goverrnent
allowed those preferential financial arrangements at least in one case to be transferred from
the Bond interest in the technical college site to another site and, indeed, to another company
without the purchase price being called in, and does the Government deny that there were
pre-emptive and contractual legal rights which would have allowed them to call the money
in? Is it not a fact that the Government has undertaken very substantial commitments to
underwrite office leases one and a half times the size of Mount Newman House? I am still
awaiting an answer to the question about the Emu Brewery site.
Mr Peter Dowding: What was your question?
Mr HIASSELL: It is on the Notice Paper in front of the Premier. Is it not a fact that the
Government has proceeded with these transactions without taking, through the State
Superannuation Board, any appropriate or adequate security to safeguard trust moneys?
Every known fact points to these dealings being absolutely scandalous and I call for an
independent inquiry, perhaps by a judge, perhaps by an accountant or a valuer, to inquire into
all of these deals and others like them and to let the public know what is really going on.
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That is, after all, the call that has been made in relation to these sorts of transactions over and
over again; and the Government tells only pant of the story all the time.

Opposition members: Hear, hear!

MR THOMAS (Welshpool) [3.58 pm]: I would like to join other members of the House
who have participated in this debate in congratulating the new members who have joined the
House - the members for Ascot, Balga. and Dale - on their election and for the contribution
they have made to this debate in their maiden speeches.

I will take this opportunity to make some comments on the question of industrial relations. I
must say I am sorry that the member for Darling Range is not here in the Chamber today
because he also spoke on the subject of industrial relations in his contribution to the Address-
in-Reply debate and I wish to make some comments regarding some of the subjects he raised.
[ am sorry he is not here to hear them.

The member said that it was unfortunate that the Governor's Speech made no mention of the
question of industrial relations, although he did concede that there was some mention in the
Speech of the subject of productivity. As the Minister for Labour interjected during that
debate, it is not necessary that anything be said about the question of industrial relations in
the Governor's Speech at the opening of Parliament because in the case of this Government
the record speaks for itself.

The member for Darling Range mentioned when dealing with that subject a dispute which
has taken place in the iron ore industry - the dispute with the Robe River company over a tug,
and wages and conditions for tug crews in particular - and he berated the Government for its
role, or lack of role, as he saw it, in seeking to resolve that dispute. He said that we were now
in an unfortunate state of affairs where, to quote his words, employers no longer have a friend
in Government to whom they can turn in industrial relations disputes. He sought a return to
the days of the Liberal Government.

Mr Lightfoot: The golden years.

Mr THOMAS: We will talk about those golden years in a moment. He said that employers
involved in industrial disputes in those days could trm to the Government. The member for
Murchison-Eyre referred to the years during which the Liberal Party was in power as golden
years. Because the iron ore industry was mentioned by the member for Darling Range, I will
make some reference to it in relation to industrial relations. It is worthwhile looking at how
the "golden years" were inn; how employers did have a "friend' to turn to in industrial
disputes.

A member on this side interjected by referring to the infamous section 54B which was used
in industrial relations in the iron ore industry on one occasion. During those days, union
officials were arrested at Perth airport after addressing a meeting of members on a vacant lot
in the north west. That was the way the Liberal Government ran industrial relations in the
iron ore industry. Of course, that is probably the most extreme and absurd example of the
way in which that Government conducted itself. It is an example of the confrontationist and
provocative attitude of the then Government which encouraged employers to take an
adversary role and confrontationist attitude.

r Clarko: The Pilbara has the worst reputation for industrial disputes in the world.

Mr THOMAS: I am talking about the iron ore industry and I am quite happy to debate that
with the member a little later in this speech.

Mr Peter Dowding: That was the gerrymander that the then Liberal Government instituted in
the north of Western Australia - that is the quote the member for Karrinyup is thinking of. It
was a quote from one of his members when he resigned from Parliament as a result.
Mr THOMAS: In any event, it is worthwhile comparing the way in which Labor
Governments, both State and Federal, since 1983 have participated in and contributed to the
conduct of industrial relations in this country. This began in early 1983 with the signing of
an accord between the Australian Labor Parry and the trade union movement as a whole.
Shortly after that, the Labor Government sought to promote cooperation rather than
confrontation at both an overall or a macro level, and a]lso at an industry by industry and site
by site level. The prevailing view then was that labour costs were too high and that for the
good of the economy it was necessary to have a reduction in labour costs to encourage
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productivity. The approach which Governments took, to seek a reduction in labour costs,
was the wages freeze. This was proposed unilaterally by Governments without consultation
or cooperation with the trade union movement. Had the Liberal Party remained in power, no
doubt a massive and justified reaction from the trade union movement would have resulted.

The Australian Labor Party, both at a Federal and State level, through the summrit, the accord
and the principles of wage fixation which flowed from those institutions, sought instead a
cooperative arrangement. It is worthwhile looking at the fruit those processes have borne in
the years since. Five years have passed since the historic summit and the signing of die
accord between the Australian Labor Party and the Australian Council of Trade Unions - on
behalf of the tirade union movement as a whole - and the performance has been absolutely
astounding.

Mr Clarko: Are you proud of the 10 per cent real loss in wages since the Labor Government
has come to power?

Mr THOMAS: It depends on how the member wishes to measure it, but over the four year
period from 1983-84 to 1986-87, a 7.6 per cent reduction in real wage levels took place.
Mr Clarko: That is 10 per cent in real terms.

Mr THOMAS: I am quoting figures from the Australian Bureau of Statistics.

Mr Peter Dowding: That is why the member for Karrinyup's party opposed the $6 wage
increase in January this year, is it?

Mr THOMAS: I am very proud of the Australian Labor Party's record as economic
managers at both a State and Federal level. I am proud of the fact that these Governments
have been able to create one million new jobs throughout this country. Pant of that economic
strategy has unfortunately necessitated a reduction in real wages of 7.6 per cent which is not a
very pleasant thing for wage earners to bear. Nonetheless it is better to have a job than not to
have a job. The reaction to that phenomenon is demonstrated by the fact that during this
time, if one measures the level of industrial dispute by the number of working days lost, there
has been a very substantial reduction in the days lost due to industrial dispute during this
period.

Mr Peter Dowding: It is worth noting that during the period of wage restraint not one
application for a national wage increase has been supported by the party to which the member
opposite belongs.

Mr THOMAS: And nor were they during the five years preceding that.

Mr Clarko: You are in Government and -

Mr THOMAS: Would you have done any different?

Mr Clarko: You are the one steering this ship.

Mr THOMAS: That is right, and we will stay in Government. Let us look at the level of
industrial disputation, which is something members opposite are always decrying, and which
is something every Government seeks to minimise.

During the time that the Labor Government has been in power the level of industrial
disputation has been invariably less than it was during the time the Liberal Party was in
power immediately preceding that. In the last two years, as opposed to the last two years of
the Liberal Government, at a State level, the level of industrial disputation has been less than
half that occurring during the Liberal Government's time in power. At the national level the
figures are of the same order; 987 days lost per 1 000 workers due to industrial disputes as
opposed to 455 days per 1 000 workers. This is a tremendous record and one of which we
are very proud. I would have thought members opposite would have the good grace to
acknowledge this as being highly desirable. Even if they do not have that good grace, when
they see some of the results flowing from that they should at least admit the performance is
much better than anything they achieved.

I am sume the member for Darling Range would agree that the processes of industrial relations
are best assisted when politicians stay out. Disputes are best settled between the employers
and employees. They are rarely well served by members of Parliament seeking to big-note
themselves by raking up issues involved in industrial disputes. Very few industrial
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disputes have been settled by politicians. Governments should set up the mechanisms within
which disputes can be settled and then leave it to the parties. There are occasions where
behaviour becomes so extreme, or circumstances are so unusual, that it becomes warranted
for comments to be made by Ministers or Government.

The record of this Government in such mailers is quite good. The member for Darling Range
sought to cite the recent tug dispute with Robe River asking where were the 'friends" of the
employers, where was the Government playing the role - as he sees it - as a friend of the
employers. In fact, had the Government sought to become involved at that time it would
have only exacerbated the situation. This Government has shown that it is not nervous about
getting involved and making statements where warranted. Such intervention should be
measured and preferably exceptional.

If members want a good example of where the Government has made statements and become
involved in industrial disputation they have only to remember the dispute at the Woodside
gas rig when the then Minister for Minerals and Energy was quite decisive and unequivocal
in expressing the view of the Government on the way in which some of the parties to that
dispute conducted themselves. He did not run away from it. He was very clear in his
intentions and his intervention went some way towards settling the dispute. In that case, the
intervention was essentially on the side of the employer. In the original Robe River dispute,
the employers were particularly unrealistic and bloody-midnded and, again, the former
Premier of the State did not hesitate to make his opinions known and to express the views of
the Government on that matter.

The point is that, generally speaking, disputes are not so dramatic today. Generally, they are
not assisted by members of Parliament seeking to big note themselves by taking sides on
issues. Government intervention should be measured and should be the exception rather than
the rule.

The member for Darling Range spoke about the iron ore industry. It is worth while
considering the contribution that this Government has made to industrial relations in that
industry generally and see what the result of that intervention has been and then compare the
bottom line of that intervention with what was the result under the former Government.
Going on what we have heard so far in contributions to this debate, we can expect that a
futre Liberal Government will continue with the same line.
In 1984, after nearly a year of negotiations between the various parties, the State and
Commonwealth Governments, in cooperation, established the Iron Ore Industry Consultative
Council. It was inaugurated by the Prime Minister in Karratha in 1984. Nonpartisan
representation on the council, including Commonwealth and State Governments, the
employers and the unions was established. The former Liberal Minister for Labour and
Industry, Hon Gordon Masters, attended that inauguration. I spoke with him on that day and
he agreed it was a historic occasion. He suggested that, a few years previously, it would have
been impossible to predict the setting up of that council. I believe the behaviour of the
industry since then has vindicated Hon Gordon Masters' feelings at that time.

The council has not sought to be an industrial relations body. It does not seek to settle
industrial disputes. In fact, by its charter, it is not able to discuss narrow industrial matters
such as wages, conditions and so on. If it were, it is likely that it would become an
adversarial body and would not create the sort of atmosphere that is desirable of a body
seeking cooperation in an industry. It is, essentially, a foum for the exchange of information
within the industry. It seeks to imbue in both employees and companies a sense that they
both have a long term interest in the prosperity of the industry. After all, they will both be
involved in it for a long time. It is, therefore, worth while that both parties cooperate and
seek the prosperity of their industry.

Let us consider the industrial relations perfonmance in the industiy since the council was
established. The rate of industrial disputation is now less than half the figure that existed five
years ago, even taking into account the first Robe River dispute. Since the establishment of
the council, the number of working days lost has averaged 38 000 per year over five years.
In comparison, in the five year period preceding the election of the Labor Government in
1983, the average number of working days lost in the iron ore industry was 95 000. Today's
figure is, therefore, less than half of that which existed five years ago.
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Mr Lewis: Do you count them the same way?
Mr THOMAS: Exactly the same way. The figures are kept by the Australian Bureau of
Statistics.
In fact, the figure is not much more than a third of the level of industrial disputes that
occurred under a Liberal Government. At that time, the employers had a friend in
Government, as the member for Darling Range described, and a Government in power which
could help them in the conduct of industrial relations. He was referring to the sort of
Government chat would encourage employers to take a confrontationist position rather than a
cooperative one.

Mr Greig: That is a gross misrepresentation.

Mr THOMIAS: It is not; it is a statement of fact.

Mention was made earlier about the Robe River dispute. It is worth while mentioning what it
was all about. Thbe employers claimed it was necessary to take very dramatic action in order
to improve productivity. They alleged that there was featherbedding in the industry and it
was necessary for them to take chat action to improve productivity. Other companies
involved in the industry have faced precisely the same problem. In some respects they have a
common heritage. In the 1980s they found it necessary to review some of the practices that
had grown up in earlier times when the indusry was quite different from what it is now.

It is worth while comparing the number of employees working for Robe River Iron
Associates between 1985 and 1987. As a result of that dispute, between 1985 and 1987 the
figure dropped from 1 762 to 1 147, a reduction of 61.5 employees. That was a significant
drop and was achieved by confrontation through an unfortunate industrial dispute which had
unfortunate consequences for the industry as a whole and how it is perceived both here and
overseas.

Mr Greig: The company did not have much alternative.

Mr THOMAS: it takes two to tango. The problems that arose which led to that dispute
resulted from decisions made by the previous management. When the new management took
over the reins, it inherited ail of the agreements, deals and contracts which its predecessors
had entered into. It is general practice, when one takes over a business, to inherit the
undertakings and contracts entered into by the previous employer. The new employer sought
not to repudiate them.

Hamersicy Iron Pty Ltd, another company operating in that industry has bad a somewhat
different attitude to industrial relations from that of the current management of Robe River
Iron Associates. Hamersley Iron, over the same period - 1985 to 1987 - reduced its work
force from 4 396 in 1985 to 3 003 in 1987. It achieved a reduction of 1 393 with no disputes
whereas Robe River Iron Associates achieved only a reduction of 615, albeit though its work
force was smaller. The simple fact is that Hainersley Iron Pry Ltd went through the process
of reducing its work force to maintain its competitiveness and to eliminate featherbedding by
negotiation with the unions and without losing significant time in industrial disputes.

That is a tremendous performance, I would have thought. The employers and the employees
were able to sit down together and, because of their common interest in maintaining the
prosperity of the enterprise in which they were engaged - which necessarily means that the
work force must be productive and competitive on an international level - they were able to
achieve almost a 33 and a third per cent reduction in the size of the workc force over a two
year period without significant industrial disputanion. Anyone with any experience of the
iron ore industry over the last 10 years or so would know that that would have been
unthinkable more than five years ago. If that sort of proposition had been put forward in
1983 or before it would have been rejected-

Mr Greig interjected.

Mr Peter Dowding: Perhaps the member who is interjecting might explain, if what he says is
correct, how his former director could say that industrial relations in Western Australia had
never been as good as they are for 30 years.

Mr THOMAS: I do not know whether the member for Darling Range would want to
comment on that.
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Mr Cireig: I am sure that the Deputy Speaker would not want me to enter into another debate.
Mr THOMAS: Perhaps the member for Darling Range would like to comment on that
statement on a later occasion.
Prior to 1983 it would have been absolutely unthinkable to achieve the sont of rationalisation
which has taken place in the iron ore industry under the regime of the Labor Government
without massive industrial dislocation and industrial disputation.

Robe River is often cited by members opposite as having made a dramatic achievement in
productivity. It is worth noting that that increase in productivity has not been achieved solely
because of a reduction in the work force and same changed work practices. There has also
been a massive capital investment within that company which has enabled it to improve
productivity. We must bear in mind that Robe River is only a relatively small part of the
industry. Major companies such as Hamneisley Iron, and Mt Newman or BHP! account for by
far the lion's share of the industry.

I have a graph which I will seek to have incorporated in Hansard. It represents productivity
in terms of gross tonnes of iron ore mined per person employed. Members who can see the
graph that I am holding will note that from 1983 there is a very sharp turn on the bottom left-
hand side of the graph and from then on there is an inexorable increase in the number of
twines of iron ore mined per person employed. As it happens, the graph turns in 1983 when
the Labor Party came to power.
Mr Pearce: Going down under the Liberals, up under Labor like everything else.

Mr THOMAS: That is right. Productivity levels were heading inexorably down until 1983
and are now heading inexorably up.

[See appendix B, p 494.]
Mr THOMAS: For those who did not have binoculars and were not able to examine the
detail of the graph I have just had incorporated in Hansard, since 1983 in the iron ore
industry the number of tonnes produced per employee has gone from 13 000 to 17 000. That
is an increase of 30 per cent. That is an outstanding achievement. It is a credit to the
Government which has sought to promote an atmosphere of cooperation between the parties
involved and the industry, and it is a credit above all to the employees and the management in
the industry who have cooperated over the period in which the Labor Party has been in power
to change what had previously been one of the most fractious industries, one of the industries
most prone to industrial disputation, to an industry which is now competitive at an
international level and which, generally speaking, compared with the past - while certainly
not being a kindergarten, having hard headed union officials and hard headed managerial
personnel - is now an industry in which those union officials and management personnel can
cooperate in their mutual interests to improve the productivity of the industry.

MR LEWIS (East Melville) [4.25 pm]: Like previous speakers in the debate on the
Address-in-Reply I too congratulate the new members in the Parliament and wish them well.
I wish to expose to the Parliament and to the people of Western Australia what I believe to be
a very serious situation, one that will affect the future of many thousands of Western
Australians who aspire to own their own homes in the future. I refer to the current non-
availability of land for homes, particularly in the lower and middle ranges of the market. The
situation has been allowed by the Government to get out of hand. The Government has
directly caused the situation by its maladministration. Fortunately the Government has
belatedly recognised the seriousness of the situation with respect to availability of land for
home building in the State and last week with much pomp and ceremony made an
announcement to the effect that it will release 3 000 lots rather quickly over the next 12
months. The Government believes that will solve the situation. Unfortunately, it is providing
too little too late.

Mr Peter Dowding: You are just jumping on a bandwagon.

Mr LEWIS: I am not jumping on a bandwagon at all.

Last week the Minister for Housing, in her capacity as Minister for Racing and Gaming,
made a ministerial statement about something that did not matter; about a grant of $500 000
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to the Bicton Hospital. I do not know whether the Minister realises that it is under lease for
another 12 months. Notwithstanding that, the Minister should have come into the Chamber
and made an important statement about the serious effect that the shortage of land is having
on young Western Australians who aspire to own their own homes rather than make a
nonsense statement in which no-one is really interested.
Young Western Australians are interested in their future and how they will be able to afford
to pay for land on which to build their homes. The Government should recognise the
seriousness of the situation and acknowledge that it is responsible for it. As the alternative
Minister for Housing in a Liberal Government, I do not believe that it is right to exacerbate a
problem, but the problem is such that everyone outside this Parliament knows how severe it
is. Such is its severity that it is my responsibility to tell the Parliament just how bad the
situation is.
The joint announcement by the various Ministers the other day suggested that 750-odd lots
would be available in the very near future. Quite frankly, that is a lot of hogwash. Three
hundred and twenty of those lots are upmarket: They are in Dianella, Ballajura, Kingsley and
Lynwood. The number of lots available is then reduced to around 443. That is how many
lots are being brought on in the short term, at least for the first home market. To satisfy the
first home market we need at least 700 lots to be released per quarter. We need more than
2 000 lots a year because the demand is running at more than 15 000 lots for housing in the
State and 20 per cent of that is first home buyer land, so we are talking about in excess of
2 000 lots. Unfortunately, the Government has realised too late the gravity of the situation.

It is unfortunate that the reason the Government finds itself in such a position is that it has
been snowed by its planners in Oakleigh Building - the State Planning Commission. in May
1985 this Government put in train a review of the metropolitan region scheme for the future
planning of Western Australia. At that time it intended to target areas so that planners and
engineers would know where the housing estates were to be and where progress was planned.
This became bogged down, and three years later it has not progressed because the plan
presented for public comment is fundamentally flawed, has received massive criticism across
the board, and it will not succeed. In another 12 months' time this Government will probably
bumble along trying to work out how to bring more land onto the market.

Three years ago the inventory of land in Western Australia - by inventory I mean the
available developed housing lots perhaps owned by people holding them for their children or
who are saving to build on them - based on State Planning Commission figures, was 26 788
lots. When the Liberal Party was in Government the then Minister, Mr Rushton, believed
that it was necessary to have 2.5 to three times the annual takeup demand of housing lots to
have a full inventory of land. From an inventory six years ago of 42 000 lots - I do not think
the Minister will disagree that that is the optimum figure where supply and demand are
balanced - the figure reached 26 700, with a drawdown of an average of 13 000 lots a year -
again taken from State Planning Commission figures. We have now reached the situation in
which the inventory of vacant housing lots in this State is 17 000 lots. That is barely one
year's supply of land. Last night on television the Minister said that no shortage of available
land exists on which young people can build; that is absolute nonsense and it is bending the
truth. Every person in Western Australia is aware of the gravity of the situation.
The Indicative Planning Committee recommends that 15 500 lots be provided this year and
its recommended average has been more than 13 000 for the last five years. In fact, an
average of only 6 500 lots has been created in the last five years. There has been a massive
shortfall in that period in the availability of land to the tune of 6 500 lots a year. The crux of
the matter is that we are in a very serious situation with regard to the availability of land for
first home owners. This shortage of housing land was referred to in an article in The West
Australan, under the heading "H-ousing land scarce" and it was reported that Mair & Co had
said -

There was a definite shortage of land, particularly in the northern corridor and in the
Rockingham areas.

Derek Park of Roy Weston is quoted as saying that -

449



... the shortage had come from the current housing boom.
People were buying land because they had been priced out of the established home
market ...

Mansard Property Developers Ltd were reported as saying that the current demand was
exceeding supply but the situation would rectify itself in about nine months' time. What will
the home buyers do for nine months, by which time land prices will have skyrocketed?
There is a dire and acute shortage of land in this State at the moment. In Gosnells the prices
have increased from $14 500 to $22 000; within three months prices in High Wycombe have
increased from $17 000 to $22 500. Lower priced land for people the Government professes
to help has increased by 25 to 50 per cent, and there is an acute shortage of first home buyer
land. Members of the Government are well aware of this. The price of housing is increasing
at the rate of $1 000 a month and land prices are increasing at an even quicker rate. The
Government is to blamne for this situation because it listened to the boffins. in the Terrace who
watched the inventory of land decrease from 42 000 lots to less than 17 000 lots. I made a
number of telephone calls this morning to developers, the Real Estate Institute of Western
Australia, and people who sell land to the industry; they assure me - the figures have been
verified by two reputable planning firms - that currently only 800 lots are on the shelf for
immediate purchase. The takeup of land is 15 500 lots each year and if those figures do not
indicate that demand is double the supply, nothing does.
Mr Parker: Why is demand so high?

Mr LEWIS: Because the Labor Party Government allowed the inventory to run down. The
whole problem has been caused by this incompetent Government, It listened to the State
Planning Commission staff saying that there is plenty of land and the Government should not
worry because there is 10 years' supply. In fact, there is less than one year's supply because
the planners have been bumbling around for three years. No planning has been done by the
Water Authority as to the construction of headworks, sewerage and water works. No
planning has been done on an ongoing basis to rezone land from urban deferred to urban.
These are the facts.

Mr Pearce: Those are not the facts.
Mr LEWIS: How many lots have been rezoned from urban deferred to urban because of the
Government's planners? This is another one of the Minister's departments which he was
supposed to administer but which he has blown. The planners told the Minister that there
was plenty of land, yet zero land is available. The Minister is one of the direct causes of this
huge escalation in the price of first home owner land and other land in this State. The
Government has spent too much time protecting its rich mates rather than looking after the
constituents it professes to help. What has happened as a result of this review which has
taken three years? The whole process of the development of land has come to a grinding
halt. Unfortunately, this review is flawed and it will not get off the ground.

I know that in June 1987 the then Minister for-Housing met the Housing Industry Association
and I am aware ftom the minutes of that meeting that the Minister was told there would be an
acute shortage of first home buyer and medium income buyer land in early 1988. 1 knew
about it because people in the industry told me about it, as did the Real Estate institute of
Western Australia, which also told the former Minister for Housing. I compliment the former
Minister because he used to talk to the industry and had an understanding of what went on. It
is unfortunate that he could not get the message across to his colleagues; they were too busy
doing deals in St Georges Terrace with the millionaires. His colleagues were not worried
about the first time home buyers who were trying to get their houses off the ground.

This Government has effectively put up the price of land available for first home buyers by
$6 000 or $7 000, and put back to between 18 months and two years the time when they can
afford to buy land on which to build their home. The Press releases of the Real Estate
Institute, Mair & Co, and the Housing Industry Association have been telling us for months
about the shortage of land, yet the Government is saying it does not exist. The Government
has been listening to those boffins on the Terrace, the State Planning Commission - and how
wrong they are. The fact is that there are in this State currently 800 lots available for
immediate purchase.
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Mr Pearce: That is rubbish; there are 25 000.
Mr LEWIS: The Minister should phone the developers, who will tell him how much land
they have. In Laeming the other day there were 235 applications for 160 lots, and people
camped out for nights in tents and motor cars, queuing up to buy those lots. At Crestwood in
Gosnells people camped for four nights to have the opportunity to buy lots in a parcel of only
50. In the south west corridor there is not one lot available for Homeswest as far south as
Yangebup, or even if one goes to Parmelia, where no-one wants to go. There are no lots
available in the northern corridor. I have here the statistics from Homeswest, and I can read
from its inventory. The lots available from l-omeswest were zero in May, and 170 in June -
and they happened to be available in Viveash, which is out the back of Midland Junction.

I spoke to two builders in the last week, and one of them told me he had 140 contracts but
could not get any land to satisfy those contracts. Another one of the nine major builders in
the State had 90 contracts but had them on hold because there was no land available. IfI was
the Secretary of the Cabinet I would be embarrassed to think that a Labor Government had
run down the situation so badly. Government members may laugh about this, but what about
the young couples who are trying to get their dollars together and have seen the price of the
land for their first home increase by $6 000 or $7 000 in the last four or five months? The
member for Joondalup knows this to be the case, and she is going to feel the effects of it, as
will the Minister for Housing, because this is occurring in the electorates that they profess to
represent.

The crux of the mailer is that at the moment there are only 800 blocks available. There is a
total inventory of 17 000 blocks. A lot of people are holding blocks for investment purposes,
and others are holding blocks because they cannot afford to build on them now. The Deputy
Premier, who was at one time a Minister for Planning, should know that it is necessary to
have a two and a half to three years' supply of land. There is barely one year's supply
available.
Mr Parker: I know that when we came into Government, and I was the Minister for Planning,
there was virtually no land development taking place. The Urban Development Institute had
ground to a halt because there was no demand for land as a result of the lack of economic
activity in the State. We are now running at double the national average of housing
approvals.

Mr LEWIS: The bottom line is that even with the grand release of 3 000 lots, there will be
only 443 lots available in September. There are no lots available ftom Homeswest.
Mr Pearce: Homeswest is not the only developer, and you should know that private industry
sources are being asked by the Government to cut back on the level of Homeswest
development.
Mr LEWIS: Private developers have not had the opportunity to develop land because the
planning process has become bogged down. The Water Authority has not had the capital to
do any forward planning or the resources to put into mains, sewers and outfalls. The whole
process has bogged down to a grinding halt.

Members opposite should listen to the comments of the Real Estate Institute of Western
Australia, which is seen to be a reputable organisation. The institute said in a media
statement that -

The Perth metropolitan area needs at least 10 000 lots of vacant residential land to be
immediately made available to satisfy short to medium-term demand, the Real Estate
Institute of WA said today ...
The institute's president, Mr John Garland, today said REIWA had not intended
making any comment on the subject of land availability until the working party had
completed its study.

However, an announcement made by Premier Peter Dowding on Wednesday "could
not pass without some comments", Mr Garland said.

"The Government plan to release 3000 lots over the next 13 months is not going to be
enough," he said.
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"The institute must place on record that it is pleased to see new land coming on
stream, but it would be remiss of the institute not to express concern at the total
number.
"Our members advise that new building contracts are running at up to 800 a month -
so 3000 lots over the next year are not going to go very far."

Mrs Beggs: T7hat is only 3 000 lots over and above the nornal release of Homeswest land,
and you are ignoring the fact that we are not the only people -

Mr LEWIS: The truth is that this Government is going backwards at the rate of 700 lots a
month.

Mr Cash: The bad news is that the Government does not recognise the plight of first home
buyers.

Mr LEWIS: The facts are that there is a very grave situation occurring in the first and
medium term home buyers market. It is all very weUl to say that Homeswest is not the only
body which releases land. The crux of the matter is that because of the infrastructure, the
lack of forward planning in decision making, and the lack of capital, and because of
envirornental consequences which freeze out 1 000 lots at Yangebup, midges are being put
ahead of people and the land is just not available.

The terrible shame of it is that the Metropolitan Region Review report said there would be
enough land for 10 years. I have had the benefit of seeing studies by two very reputable
planning firms and they informed mec categorically - and I have counted the figures - that
there are only 40 000 lots currently zoned and able to be developed in the next four years.
That is all that is available at the moment. They have only 17 000 in their inventory. The
crux of the matter is that there will be a hiatus for six to nine months as land is becoming so
short and so highly priced that it will disfranchise the young home owners and put them back
another two years before they are able to afford to buy land.
People have been priced out of the market, and that is a fact. They have been priced out of
the market because of Government indecision and the bunglings of the State Planning
Commnission, which has been telling the Minister for years, "Everything is okay, do not worry
about it." Unfortunately a land rush is on at the moment. People are camping out overnight
to try to secure their lots. They are now having to pay $6 000 or $7 000 more than they were
paying four or five months ago, and they are worried about it. Let the Governum deny that
is what is happening.

Amendment to Motion

Accordingly I think it is appropriate that I move an amendment to the Address-in-Reply. I
move -

That the following words be added to the motion -

But regret to inform your Excellency that the Government of Western
Australia has grossly mismanaged its town planning and housing
responsibilities to the extent that there now exists within the metropolitan
region of Perth and particularly within the northern and inner south west
corridors an extreme and continuing shortage of low to medium priced
serviced housing allotments and that because of its dilatory attitude and
disregard of:
(a) The need to have co-ordination in urban development;

(b) The need to constantly monitor the inventory of vacant land stock;

(c) The requirement to provide adequate capital funds to allow for the
provision ahead of development of necessary infrastructure headworks
for essential services such as water, sewerage, drainage and other
works; and

(d) The need to have the continuity of the town planning processes to
provide sufficient zoned land able to be immediately developed for
urban housing use,
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demand for housing lots has outstripped the adequacy of supply causing prices
to rise by over 20 per cent in the last quarter placing affordable housing
beyond the reach of many Western Australians.

And furthermore because of delays and indecision to do with restructuring,
staff morale and confusion in Government land developing bodies, there has
been a hiatus in policy direction and no clear understanding as to where the
responsibility lay to develop Goverrnent land holdings to satisfy the rising
demands for low priced housing lots,
and for all of which the Government deserves the censure and condemnation
of this House.

MR GREIG (Darling Range) (4.53 pm]: I second the amendment moved so ably by my
colleague, the member for East Melville. The four specific points of the amendment quite
clearly indicate that this Government has ignored - and it will be at its peril - the very real
responsibility for planning for urban land in the metropolitan area.
The amendment charges the Government with failing to provide coordination; failing to
monitor the inventory, allowing it to run down; not providing adequate capital funds to allow
for the provision, ahead of development, of the necessary infrastructure and headworks; and
failing dismally to provide continuity in the town planning process.
The articles that have appeared in recent days in Western Australiani newspapers - in the
Daily News on 18 May and The West Australian on 19 May - clearly indicate a panic move
by this Government to get itself out of the problem; but it will not work. There are two
aspects to this problem and I will refer to both of them, first by way of example of the
background and the duplicity of the move itself, and secondly by example giving this House
and the Government a clear understanding of the sort of problems to which my colleague, the
member for East Melville, alluded in that the review process has so clearly caused a freezing
of the developmental process.
The Daily News of 18 May contained the headline "3000 cheap home sites up for sale". On
the following day, 19 May, the headline in The West Australian was "Land released to
prevent shortage". We are looking there at 3 000 residential lots to be made available over
the ensuing months, to be brought forward in a rush move; and what will come next? It will
be there only until the next State election and then there will be a vacuum - another problem
that we will have to overcome when we assume the Treasury benches.
Clearly the Government cannot even develop the lots it has promised; it has shown that by its
ignoring of the planning process to date. It is evidence of a panic reaction and a lack of
responsibility in planning. The first point to which I wish to draw the House's attention
relates to the tactic behind this headline promoted by the Government. In reality it is a repeat
of the pork barrelling of the electorate by the Government before the last State election. Then
the problem was not a shortage of urban land but rising - rocketing - home mortgage interest
rates. The preceding Government pressed the panic button and, in a blatant pork barrelling
exercise prior to the election, threw cash at the electorate. It threw cash at some voters; it
used the cash from other voters to subsidise those mortgage rates.
Mr Clarko: How long did they leave the subsidy there?

Mr GREIG: [ will come to that, and I thank the member for Karrinyup for that remark. In
The West Australian of 17 September 1985, about five or six months prior to the scheduled
State election in February 1986, we saw an article headed "Govt plans to act on home loans".
The article read in part -

State Government action aimed at relieving the hardship of rising home-loan interest
rates should be announced within two weeks, the Premier, Mr Burke, said yesterday.

He said that following a Cabinet meeting, I understand. Two days later, on 19 September
1985, there was a big headline "$72mn plan for home owners". The article read in part -

The State Government plans to invest about $72 million with building societies at
cheap rates to avert expected rises in home-loan interest rates.

This article was by David Lague and Steven Loxicy. It continued -
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The Premier, Mr Burke, said yesterday the 12-month scheme would start on
October 1, and give an estimated 40 000 WA home owners with building society
loans protection from a rise of one percentage point in interest rates ...
The rescue plan is a fillip for the Government which was worried about the effect of
interest rate rises on voters at next year's State election.
The Labor Party's victory in 1983 was helped considerably by winning the seats of
Joondalup and Whi-tford in the northern "mortgage belt."

Mrs Watkins: There are two grateful members.
Mr GREIG: There are two grateful members. Well, they will not be here after the next
election.
Mrs Watkins: We have news for you.
A Government member: I am sure you won't be.
Mr GREIG: I am pleased to see the temporary member for Helena has finally risen to the
bait.
Mr Gordon Hill: I did not say anything.
Mr GREIG: No, he would not say anything. I apologise to the temporary member for
Helena, the Minister.
The item continues -

Our objective is to protect families from rising interest rates -

To protect their own bacon! Then The West Australian of 16 July 1986, after the State
election, carried the headline "Government home loan subsidy ends". That supplies an
answer for the member for Karrinyup. The article continues -

About 50 000 WA home buyers face a repayment increase of up to $23 per month.
They were thanked for having returned this Government, and the pork barrelling was
successful. This is the parallel that needs to be taken from this headline grabbing exercise by
this Government. The Government promised 3 000 blocks and cannot deliver; people will be
living in hope. History is being repeated, but it is a vain hope. The voters will not forget the
exercise which the Government presented at the last election. The voters will turn. against the
Goverrnent for its lack of responsibility in carrying out the proper planning role of
Government and providing for people within the metropolitan region. The Government has
failed.
The Government's planning review process is really "planning paralysis". In two and a half
years since the Goverrnent initiated planning for the future of the Perth metropolitan region
it has managed to achieve a paralysis in development. A clear example is that in May 1985
the Minister for Planning - who has survived in that portfolio but not as Minister for
Education -

Mr Thomas: And doing a brilliant job.
Mr Macinnon: We thought he would have been your leader by now.
Mr GREIG: The process initiated at that timne did not teach the public until November 1987.
The process sought to review the corridor plan; it presented the proposal for public discussion
in November 1987. In seeking that response the Govermecnt outraged the community; it has
ostracised a significant number of people in the Perth region who have been proceeding on
the clear understanding that certain development would be undertaken and who fid special
rural developments are now under threat.
On 16 February this year I attended a meeting at Hartfield Park in Forrestfield. The 400
people at the meeting were outraged that their lifestyle was under threat. While driving to
that meeting I heard the Minister for Planning saying that those people would have to move
further out; having built their homes and with special rural subdivisions, and having set up a
sem-i rural lifestyle, they are told to move further out. A member of the party currently
holding the Treasury benches, Hon Robert Hetherington, is one of those afflicted. He has
bought his retirement home on special rural land and is now under threat of being told to
move further out. That is how the Government looks after its mates.
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Mrs Henderson: The Government does not override the local government's rezoning of those
areas.

Mr GREIG: The Minister shows an abysmal lack of understanding of commercial pressure
that can be applied to people in chose circumstances.

Mrs Henderson: The local government authority has not agreed to rezoning.

Mr GREIG: The Minister has given me the opportunity I wanted. These people do not have
a caveat over the land; nothing exists to say the land will be special rural for 100 years.
There is economic temptation for an individual. In the planning process, people change;
other people come in and buy the land so eventually if a majority suddenly decides to cash in
on the rising price of land, the commercial temptation is too great. That is what is wrong.

Mrs Henderson: The majority should prevail.

Mrs Beggs: Who initates rezoning?

Mr GREIG: That is done by residents who seek to cake a comnmercial profit.

Mr Pearce: Is that bad?

Mr GREIG: This is done by the local government authority on the initiation of ratepayers.
The Minister fails to understand the needs of the Perth region. It needs an opportunity for the
intermingling of urban development with special rural development. The review which the
Government has initiated has frozen that. The people who have entered the special rural area
have been told they will have to move out when the commercial pressure becomes too great.
A proposal put by Peter Webb & Associates, town planning consultants, to the Shire of
Kalaniunda on 31 August 1987 to seek an expression from the shire to subdivide some land
in the Maida Vale district, reads as follows -

It is proposed that the land, bound to the west and north by the Roe Freeway and
Maida. Vale Road respectively and generally to the east by Brewer Road, be rezoned
to Residential under the provisions of the District Zoning Scheme No. 2.

The following paragraph reads, in part -

We are aware that the State Planning Comnmission, specifically through its Corridor
Review Group, is becoming increasingly concerned about the problems of
maintaining growth of the Perth metropolitan area in a "corridor" fashion.

Further on, the proposal reads -

We support this general philosophy - in selected areas. The area the subject of this
submission enjoys many of the characteristics which make it particularly suitable for
urban development, in our opinion.
It is bound to the north and east by urban subdivision and is serviced to the immediate
west, by the Roe Freeway.

All of the usual urban services, including Telecom, S.E.C., water, drainage and
sewerage are readily available and can be extended from adjacent subdivisions at
minimal cost. We advise that we have discussed reticulated sewerage and scheme
water with Engineers of the Water Authority of W.A. and have been advised that
capacity exists in the adjacent systems, however we were further advised to
coordinate the proposal with the State Planning Commuission. We believe that an
initial approach to the Shire of Kalamunda is more appropriate in the first instance.

Our clients have access to that land outlined on the attached plan. The land comprised
38 ha and following the rezoning, would be subdivided to create in the order of 260
lots.

Which is about 8.5 per cent of the Government's 3 000 - all ready to go. The area has a
buffer zone around it for those which are special rural and adjacent to it. Their letter stated
they looked forward to the council's support in principle. The proposal put up by the people
cost $64 000 and they were seeking an "int principle" response from the shire as to whether
they should commit fturther funds.

What has been the result of the review initiated by the Government? The minutes of the
shire's planning and building services committee held onu7 September 1987 stated -
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Comic il has been requested to consider an "in principle" support for rezoning the area
shown bordered on the following plan from "Rural' and "Special Rural" to
"Residential". Amendment to the Metropolitan Region Scheme is also sought from
"Rural" to "Urban" to permit residential subdivision to occur.

The committee's recommendation was as follows -
That the applicant be advised that Council is not prepared to initiate amendments to
the District and Metropolitan Region Schemes to rezone the land shown bordered on
the following plan generally from "Rural" to "Urban" to permit residential
development as the proposal is considered premature at this time and is likely to
prejudice further planning considerations depending upon the outcome of the Corridor
Plan Review.

The proposal has been put on ice. The land in question is ideally suited to achieve a short
term remedy for the provision of residential housing. It involves 260 lots in that area and the
proposal has been put on hold because of the review process.

In a nutshell this is what has happened: The Government has neglected the problem; it
initiated a review which has virtually frozen development and has stopped at least 260 lots
being made available; the corridor concept is now threatened because of the natural reaction
of people in those special rural areas. A major campaign by the Foothills Protection
Association, which is based in Forrestfield and High Wycombe, has been initiated. The
people in that area are concerned because of the statements made by the Minister. In the end
small pockets of land development which would be ideal for urban development, like the one
to which I have alluded, may not proceed. The people concerned, when not under threat,
would readily agree to that development, but now they are saying that they do not approve of
any urban development in the area at all.

Ten areas are identified in the State Planning Commnission's proposal and I am referring to
the fifth area. A local political campaign by the holders of those special rural lots against
such development is in place. They believe that if they agree to the 260 lots being subdivided
their lifestyle will be threatened. The bungling, procrastination and mishandling of issues by
this Government has led to a situation in which we have a major crisis; that is, a lack of urban
land in the Perth metropolitan region. I commend the motion to the House.

MR CLARKO (Karrinyup) [5.15 pm]: I support this motion since it deals in part with the
planning process of providing land for housing. Both the member for East Melville and the
member for Darling Range spoke about the failure of the Government to ensure an efficient
and suitable supply of land over the five-year period it has been in Government. It is hardly
keeping up with what is requited at the moment.
From a planning point of view I am extremely keen to learn what this Government is doing
about planning for the future. In 1985 the then Minister for Planning set up a review of the
corridor plan which, two and a half years later, led to a report titled, "Planning for the future
of the Perth metropolitan region". That report was released in December last year and
submissions from the community are now being accepted. I understand submissions will
close on 2 June and that the time for taking submissions has been extended on a couple of
occasions. That will give members some idea of the community concern in regard to this
report.
As Opposition spokesman on planning matters it is important that I clearly state the Liberal
Party's position with regard to the report. This evening I intend to direct my comments to the
10 new areas that it is proposed to rezone from rural to urban. During the Address-in-Reply
debate I will speak on the broader aspects of the report especially in relation to the way in
which it deals with the contentious subject of urban containment.
The report identifies 10 new areas for possible future urban development. I will not bore the
House with that information at the moment. The report also states that designation of these
areas demonstrates a fundamental shift from the development of long, narrow corridors to the
creation of a more compact and contained urban form. These areas support the strategy of
urban containment and are recommended as the major areas for future urban growth beyond
the existing urban and urban deferred zones.
It represents a huge change to the future planning of Perth. The 10 areas are in the wedges
and are rural areas which separated the corridors from development. The announcement last
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December that these 10 areas are to be taken from the wedges and placed into ordinary urban
development has caused a huge outcry among people who Live in these areas.

On 15 March an article appeared in the Daily News headed, 'Urban Spread Plan Sparks
Fury", stating that Government plans for massive urban development have angered people in
Gosnells, Kenwick and Orange Grove. A comnment was made in the article that it was an
objective of the present Government to keep the cost of cheapest residential land at $20 000.
My colleague indicated that $20 000 is no longer a figure which is of much use to us today. I
understand that the price of land rose from $19 000 to $24 000 in areas which can be termed
low to medium areas in terms of price.
Mrs Watkins: If you move to Quinns Rock you can pay $19 500 for land.

Mr CLARKO: There is no doubt one will fid odd places where the price is in that range.

Mrs Watkins: What is odd about Quinins Rock?

Mr CLARKO: How long will the price of that land remain at $19 500? 1 question whether it
will remain at that price in dollar terms or real terms.
This Government has not done what people like the former member for Dale did; that is, get
on top of bringing land onto the market at a rate that had a significant effect on land prices.
In the last year land prices have gone through the roof and I forecast that they will go even
higher in the next year or so. It will be directly attributable to this Governmrent's inaction.
My colleague from East Melville has proved that from the figures he quoted.
The meeting, the subject of the article to which I have referred, was attended by 600 residents
and the mayor said that the proposal would ruin the whole set-up. He also said, "If you want
to rape something, that's the way to do it.' That proposition is now before the people of
Perth. I say without hesitation that the Government has not accepted this scheme. It has not
said it will do everything in this report but the Minister has on various occasions - as he is
wont to do with his diarrhoeic tongue - given it some support.
I have referred to one meeting held in Gosnells organised by one of the many groups set up,
which 600 people attended. The Foothills Protection Association is interested in the land in
and around the foothills, adjacent to Kalamunda and Gosnells. In the Daily News of 21
March the following statement was made -

Planning Minister Bob Pearce told worried residents this week that he would not re-
zone their land against their wishes.

That is pathetic nonsense; one cannot have a planning system in which individuals decide the
zoning of their properties. If it is taken a step further and individual land owners in this
particular rural wedge will decide on their zoning, how will the integrity of the wedge be
retained? It is not possible to retain an area for special rural purposes - an altemnative to the
urban zoning in the other corridors - if certain people are given approval to change their
property's zoning from rural to urban. I am quite sure that if that happened the rural zoning
for other blocks in the area would not persist for more than a couple of years. The article also
stated -

."Mr Pearce said on ABC TV news last month that if rural dwellers didn't like it, they
could get out," said Mr Fitzgerald.
"He tells us on the one hand to get out and then he tells us we are safe."

The Minister for Planning met representatives from the Foothills Protection Association on
9 May and he said that no amendment would be made to a metropolitan region scheme
initiated by a Labor Government that it would have to come from individuals and, in some
cases, councils applying for and having rezoning approved. The report gives the impression
that this can occur only as an amendment to the metropolitan region scheme, which would
require the matter to come before the Parliament. We are talking about a huge amount of
land and of course an enormous number of residential lots. It is estimated that by the year
2021 the shortfall will be 365 000 lots. The Minister is contradicting the statements in the
report that this must come before Parliament to be changed, and is telling people from the
association that it will be done on a piece by piece basis. It is a contradiction of the word
".planning".

An article in the Wanneroc Times and the Stirling Times recently stated the following -
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Mr Pearce gave categorical assurances that -

Property would not be rezoned without the owner's compliance ...
I repeat that if every second or third lot is rezoned from rural to urban, it will be impossible to
retain the integrity of a rural wedge. On 10 September 1987 the Kalamunda Shire Council
said that it would fight plans for urban development in the foothills. As my colleague, the
member for Darling Range, said, it has delayed the Kalamunda Shire Council's plan to bring
in special rural subdivisions which had been planned for a long time, at the wish of its
ratepayers and citizens.

I do not wish to go through this very well prepared report by the Foothills Protection
Association. [ met members of this responsible organisation who said something which goes
to the heart of this problem; that is, that the rules have been changed. They said that many, if
not most, of their neighbours decided to purchase their properties after they had been to the
council and, in some cases, to the State Planning Commission or its predecessor, and asked
about future plans for the land. They asked whether it would remain a green belt and, when
they were assured that that was the case, they went ahead with the purchase. They bought
large lots deliberately, even though they could probably have bought ordinary residential
blocks much cheaper. However, they wanted a different lifestyle in a rural atmosphere. They
did not want footpaths running close to their properties, and they did not mind going without
deep sewerage. If the Minister's suggestion - that people who do not agree to the report will
be allowed on a pepper and salt basis to apply for partial zoning - were followed, tremendous
costs could be incurred by other people in the area for additional road services, water and
sewerage. If neighbouring properties were zoned urban it could dramatically change their
cost of living, their lifestyle and their outlook.

I now turn to the area east of Wanneroo, and a group of people in that area who are up in
arms. I notice that the member for Joondalup is nodding her head; I understand she went to a
meeting and agreed with everything put forward wit the exception of the proposition on the
Onangara pine plantation. These people prepared a pamphlet which stated -

The STATE PLANNING COMMISSION has declared WAR on the people of East
Wannerooc..

Mr Pearce: That is not true.

Mr CLARKO: It may not be true but that is how the people feel. The Minister might argue
about whether this is false but I have already named two groups, and this is the, third, who
have held meetings attended by concerned citizens. These people have not been stirred up by
outside influences, it has been a natural feeling. I assume that the Minister has been to some
of these meetings. I have already said that the Minister is not committed to this report, but I
am criticising him for trying to crawl out in a compromising manner. The report is on the
wrong track in removing the wedges; the Minister's proposition is ludicrous and cannot be
sustained. The people in Wanneroo were so concerned that they approached councillors and
claimed credit for electing three councillors who they claimed would back them in
representations to the Minister expressing their point of view.

In the preparation of this report nowhere near enough consultation took place with local
authorities. I believe no contact was made with citizens and the situation was not far from
that with regard to local authorities. I asked one councillor how much time the council had
been given to discuss the report; he said it was received one day and the council was asked to
report on the same day. I do not blame the Minister, but it is not a proper system for any
Government department and certainly not for a planning department.
Mr Pearce: The councils have plenty of opportunity to comment now.

Mr CLARKO: Yes, and I think the Minister will agree that it is a difficult report.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The level of background chatter is as much as I would
expect on a railway station. I want to hear only the member for Kaninyup for the next
minute.

M~r CLARKO: The City of Wanneroo has sent 1 000 questionnaires to ratepayers asking for
their viewpoint. It takes some time to collate that quantity of information and I am sure the
Minister will not rush the issue when the information is received. He must recognise that
most people are against the plan. I have a letter from a person who lives in the Swan Valley
region, who states -

458



[Wednesday, 25 May 1988145

I am totally opposed to the Stare Planning Commission's proposal to urbanise the
Swan Valley east of the railway line to the foothills of the Darling Scarp.

He refers to the plan for 60 000 residents and 20 000 homes in this area. He wrote that the
rural locations would not be able to be maintained because it would no longer be viable.

[Questions taken.I

Sitting suspe nded from 6.00 to 7.15 pm

Mr CLARKO: The letter continues -

This land should be zoned as rural living as was originally intended in the original
Swan Valley Policy.

The destruction of rural living areas close to the city is not, or so I understood, to be
the aim of the Swan Valley Policy.

That is another view taken by a person who does not know what will happen to his land. At a
meeting held by the Swan Valley action group 250 people attended and expressed their
opposition to the plan. A meeting of 400 people from Byford, Serpentine and larrabdale
opposed what is proposed. I have received many letters from people who oppose this
proposition.

Mr Pearce: Serpentine and Jarrabdale are not even mentioned in the plan.

Mr CLARKO: For the benefit of the member who interjected - I am sure it would not worry
him but his parry would be worried - in the Daily News on 15 March 1988 appeared a
headline, "Pearce places 'don't panic' adverts". It is a sign of a person panicking when he
places advertisements of that nature.

The Liberal Party position is clearly that the proposal to unilaterally rezone to urban the 10
new areas which are now rural be rejected. Any rezoning in localities such as these in the
future should require the involvement of the relevant local authority and its citizens. The
Minister for Planning who is normally reasonable with words was at his pathetic worst - I
take it that he was away in the country and a 15-year-old clerk wrote the Press release for
himr - because the article went to extremes to say that the Liberal Party's policy was too
expensive and unworkable.

Nearly every Australian wants to live on the coast and the Liberal Party's proposition is that
the bottom and the top of the metropolitan region will be fixed precisely after a study it will
initiate when it comes into Government next February. The Government has carried out
studies which are lamentable, but the Liberal Party will carry our studies which will be
successful. People want to live on the coast and that is the area on which the Liberal Party
will concentrate. Same people have lived in the rural wedges, under a particular town
planning scheme, for 20 years and they do not want a committee of experts to say, "Bad luck
to you, but we will get rid of the wedge", and then the Minister to say. "Hold on a minute, I
have not accepted that. We will have a salt and pepper arrangement and anyone who wants
their land rezoned to urban may do so, but for those who want their land to remain rural it
will be all right." It would not work.

Although various people have said that there is enough Government land, that is not what is
said by people in the industry. I refer to an article in the Sunday Times on 20 March which
stated that a land grab may cause a crisis and that four or five experts say that there is not
enough available land at the moment and the land released by the Government in May is
insufficient. As for the claim by the Minister that the price of land will be kept at $20 000, in
real terms, for five years into the future, it is pie in the sky. Hardly a block in Perth is
available under $20 000 and land in the metropolitan area has increased by many thousands
of dollars in the last few months.
MRS BEGGS (Whitford - Minister for Housing) [7.21 pmJ: It is obvious to me that the
member for East Melville is not in a position not only to speak to his amendment, but also to
address any of the problems facing Western Australia at the moment- There is no doubt that
in Western Australia there is more affordable residential land available than anywhere else in
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Australia. That is so because the Government has managed very adequately the supply of
that affordable land over the last five years. As the Minister for Planning said in his answer
to a question at question time, these things can be properly managed only if we have the right
information at our disposal. It is obvious fromn the statements of dhe member for East
Melville that he cannot even understand that. He said that there were only 800 blocks
available in the metropolitan area.

Mr Lewis: For immediate purchase.
Mrs BECGGS: That is absolutely ridiculous.

Mr Lewis: Go and talk to the industry.

My Pearce: You can't even read the Sunday Times, that's your trouble.

Mr Lewis: That's where you get your information from.

Mrs BEGGS: The member for East Melville is perhaps under the misapprehension that the
only land available in Western Australia now is that which is available through Homeawest.
In the statement the Government made last week, we said that we would be releasing 745
blocks of land immediately.

Mr Lewis: How many has Homneswest got for sale at the moment? Zero!

Mrs BEGGS: We are immediately releasing 745 blocks of land. There are 98 lots in
Dianella and 75 lots in Kingsley.

Mr Lewis: How much do they cost?

Mrs BEGGS: Those blocks of land, admittedly, are in the second home buyers' market.

Mr Clarko: Do they cost more than $20 000?

Mrs BEGGS: No, they do not. The average of the rest of those blocks of land is $19 000.
Mr Pearce: Under $20 000!

Mr Clarko: How many people seek to live in Mirraboaka? Only those people who really
need help do that.
Mr Lewis: What about Parmelia?

Mr Clarko: Who would go to Pannelia? You would need a camel.

Mrs BEGGS: Is the member for Karrinyup suggesting that people in the first home owners'
market or in the second home owners' market are not prepared to live in those suburbs?
Mr Clarko: Of course they are, but they realise they axe buying the cheapest land available.

Mr Pearce: It has to be the cheapest.

Mr Clarko: You live in Annadale. You must be with the Afghans.

The SPEAKER: Order! Perhaps some members interjecting now did not hear me say
yesterday that I do not mind interjections - even though technically, according to our
Standing Orders, they are disorderly - if they are directed to the member on his or her feet,
but I will not tolerate those that are cross-Chamber chats or shouts so that the person on his or
her feet cannot be heard. I will not accept interjections which deliberately harass the person
on his or her feet so that they cannot speak. Interjections which add to the flavour of the
debate will be okay.

Mrs BEGGS: As was announced in the Government 's statement last week 3 000 serviced
residential blocks will be released progressively by Homeswest over the next 12 months. If
the member for East Melville had discussions with the industry, as he claims, he would
understand that the release of that land has to be well managed because the private sector is
rightly concerned that if it is not well managed it could have a bad influence on the market. It
is essential that that land be made available and that it be within reach of the first home
owner. However, it must be released in a very controlled manner to ensure that it does not
unfairly influence those people whom the member for East Melville purports to represent.
Prom some of the statements he made earlier tonight, I do not think he has even bothered to
seek industry comment. All he has done is read the Sunday Times. The member for East
Melville always tries to misrepresent the facts.
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Mr Pearce: He didn't read the property section of the Sunday Times where all those new
blocks are advertised for sale.

Mrs BEGGS: That is right.

The Real Estate Institute of Western Australia put out a statement saying that it was very
pleased to see that some new land is coming onstream.

Mr Lewis: Of course it is.

Mrs BEGG3S: The member for East Melville should just wait a minute. I will continue. Mr
Garland said that the location of the announced releases was less than ideal.
Mr Lewis: Exactly! That's what I said.

Mrs BEGGS: He said that he was concerned only that there might be hold-ups in respect of
the necessary work needed to be done to service the land, such as installation of deep
sewerage and the like. In the Press release in which we announced the release of 3 000
blacks of land to Honieswest, we also announced the development of a new unit that would
ensure that the private sector land as well as the public land that we could make available
through Homeswest would come onstreamn at a rate consistent with the demand that existed in
Western Australia. The overall demand in the metropolitan area is running at about 13 000
lots a year.
Mr Lewis: I said 15 500 lots and you agreed with me.

Mrs BEGGS: Land production sources at the moment supply about 13 500 lots. It is true
that without the contribution by Homeswest of those 3 000 lots, which is above the normal
release by Homeswest -

Mr Lewis: They release 750 a year.

Mrs BEGGS: The figure is not 750 a year.

Mr Lewis: Yes, it is. I can go back through the figures.

Mr Pearce: You do not have that many fingers and toes.
Mrs B EGGS: The first home buyers' market has been taking up about 2 000 lots a year, but
we expect that demand will increase.

Mr Lewis: You've been listening to my speech.

Mrs BEGGS: It is true that we have to address the increase in demand. Why does the
member for East Melville think there has been an increase in demand? Does he have the
answer to that?

Mr Lewis: Yes, because for the last five years you have not released enough land. You have
been 7 000 lots a year below demand for the last five years.
Mrs BEGGS: The increase in demand has been due to the fact that during the last five years
the Government, in conjunction with the private sector, has been able to provide affordable
housing for people who were never able to afford it before under a Liberal Administration.
There is no doubt that the wider possibilities that have been opened up to people who could
never realise the ambition of owning their own homes means that the demand for land is now
higher than it has ever been.

Mr Lewis: What, in the last six months?
Mrs BEGGS: Not in the last six months, but in the last five years. The reason for that is the
range of new programs that have been implemented. Those programs are forcing up the
demand, in combination with the Federal Government's first home owners' scheme.

Mr Lewis: Is there a land shortage at the moment?

Mrs B EGGS: There is not a land shortage.

Mr Lewis: That's good.

Mrs B EGGS: There is a demand now which means that we have to bring on extra land.

Mr Lewis: How many lots are currently available in the inventory of vacant land in Western
Australia?
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Mrs BEG]GS: I do not know exactly how many are available.
Mr Lewis: Well, you should jolly well know. I know. There are 17 000 lots.

Mrs BEGGS: In the past three years a whole range of new schemes have been brought into
being because of this Government's policies. They include the first home owners' scheme
and the rental support and bond assistance scheme, which work in with private sector. Under
the first home owners' scheme there is a whole range of new programs which mean that
people are able to get into a home for the first time. That does not mean to say that the
demand has increased, or that we suddenly have a crisis in relation to land; what it means is
that the Government has to implement new strategies to deal with the demand.

The demand has been created because this Government, in conjunction with the private
sector, has created an environment which means that we have an unprecedented boom in the
housing industry, which contributes to the economy. That cannot go by without being
applauded. If the member for East Melville chinks that he can get away with statements that
put a panic into the market place and which will result in the private sector being unsure
about its future, I chink be is misrepresenting the facts badly.

Mr Lewis: For the past five years the supply of serviced lots onto the Western Australian
market has been under by. on average, 6 500 lots per annum. There is a total deficit of
35 000 for the past five years. I see that there has been a rundown from something like
40 000 lots in the inventory to 17 000, and that is a fact.

Mrs BEGGS: I do not think that that is a fact. Regardless of that, we have been able to
honour the demand. Land production from all sources is running at about 13 700 blocks.
Mr Lewis: G3o and talk to the industry.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mrs BEGGS: I have spoken to the industry and had its resources surveyed. Homeswesc is
not panicking like the member is and trying to create a false impression in the community
which will result in people who most need to be helped by the people in this place to ensure
that they are able to realise their ambition to own their first home being put into a panic and
paying too much for a block of land.

Mr Lewis: The Minister did that by putting it in the Daily News the other night.

Mrs BEGGS: I did not put anything in the paper the other night. Apart from the Homeswest
contribution to the supply of land, the Government last week announced a six point plan.

Mr& Lewis: Why did it do that? What was the problem?

Mrs BEGGS: There was some concern out in the community - and we do not know where it
was generated; perhaps the member contributed to it - that perhaps there was to be a shortage
of affordable land, particularly for people at the bottom end of the market. It is obvious that
the community needed to know exactly what the Government had in hand. I am not
pretending that one must always manage these things in a way that contributes not only to
what we want to provide in the public sector, because we also have to be mindful of what
private sector demands are.

The key element of our land release strategy is the coordinated release of a large number of
Govemment agency owned urban blocks which would come onto the market immediately.
That strategy was already in hand; it was not something that we suddenly decided to do
overnight.

Mr Lewis: Did you abolish Cyril Rushton's -

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mrs BEGGS: Apart from the immediate release of the 745 Honieswest blocks in 13
suburbs - and not just in Annadale or somewhere else where the member thinks it
inappropriate for people to live -

Mr Lewis: There were 450 lots, that is all.

Mrs BEGGS: There are 750. It is interesting to talk about 450 blocks because there is a
parcel of land in the northern suburbs which we are anxiously trying to rezone for residential
purposes to ensure that it comes on stream as quickly as possible and in respect of which
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some of the member's friends - that is, some people in the Wanneroa City Council - have
deferred a decision for approximately five months.

Mr Cash: That is Hepburn Heights.

Mrs BEGGS: Yes.

Mr Lewis: Who are my friends? I do not even know them

Mrs BEGGS: Many of them are colleagues of the member. That is one of the difficulties we
must continually overcome, and that is why some processes are slow. The processes are not
just slow because of Government controls; quite often those processes are slowed to the
extreme at local authority level. The 450 blocks in the Hepburn Heights development have
been deferred for five months because of the action of a local authority.

As well. as the 750 blocks of land, the Government announced that it would establish the
Urban Development Unit. It is not only the supply of land that is important; it is no good
having land available unless the Government of the day has a policy in place which ensures
that young families buying homes can be assured of the financial package which suits their
needs. This Government has done that continuously.

Mr Lewis: No, it has not done that. The Minister is still out of date. There is still a $47 000
limit on the Homeswest package.

Mrs BEGGS: I have noticed the member's statements about this matter in recent days and
that matter is under review. However, if the member looks at the number of people who have
been financed and actually found homes under that ceiling level over the past 12 months, he
will find he is talking through the top of his head.

Mr Lewis: I am not. There are people running around with letters saying they cannot find
anywhere to buy because there is nothing available.
Mrs BEGGS: That is absolutely ridiculous. We have financed over 800 families in the past
12 months under that scheme. Homeswest is keeping that matter under constant review and it
is due to be reviewed again in June this year.

Mr Lewis: I am glad the Minister is taking notice of my comment.

Mrs BEGGS: Nobody would take notice of the member's comments because he cannot get
his facts straight. He made a conmment in this House tonight that there are only 800 blocks of
serviced land available in Western Australia.

Mr Lewis: For immediate purchase.

Mrs BEGGS, There are 800 blocks of land available through Homeswest for immediate
purchase.

Mr Lewis: There are not. I have Homeswest schedules and there is zero available at the
moment.

Mrs B3EGGS: There are 800 blocks available. Where did the member get that schedule?

Mr Lewis: Let us have an inquiry into that.

Mrs B EGGS: The fact of the matter is that Homeswest is in a position to allocate land and
building can begin immediately after settlement. That means on the immediate release of
these blocks.
Mr Lewis: Pre-release?

Mrs B EGGS: They are available now.

Mr Lewis: Do they have sewerage and roads?

Mrs BEGGS: Yes.

Mr Lewis: That is not true.

Mrs BEGGS: That is true. What is more, people are now being advised by Homeswest that
we have land available for them to select from and purchase a home, which is a scheme that
this Government introduced. They are also able to get financial assistance to suit their
means, which is something that the member's party, when in Government, was never able to
address.
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Ir is absolutely scurrilous for the member to stand in this place and try to create a panic
situation which does not exist, which will place enonmous demands on the expectations of
people and which in turn is likely to result in misleading infonmation which will cause what
the member is purporting to tny to stop; that is, increased land prices in this State beyond the
means of ordinary West Australian people. The member should be absolutely ashamed of
himself.
MR PEARCE (Armadale - Minister for Planning) [7.40 pm]: I support the Minister for
Housing in her comments with regard to the amendment, but I must say in a range of
uninspiring amendments moved by the Opposition during this session, this deserves some
kind of an award. It is not an award for accuracy or truth because it would not qualify, but in
terms of an amendment to the English language it has something going for it. Let me read
part D. I think I have the original which was given to me by the member for East Melville; it
has green ink on parts of it. It reads -

The need to have the ongoinguess of the town planning processes that provide
sufficient zone land able to be inumediately developed for urban housing use.

Some kind soul has put a line through "ongoingness" and substituted the word "continuity".
Mr Lewis: I did that.
Mr PEARCE: [ congratulate the member on that bit of perspicacity because it adds a touch to
that clause. If the essence of communication is to put things in short, pithy, easily
understandable terms, the Opposition has yet to come to tenns with its own attitude to things.
Its inability to sum up its own thoughts is summarised not only by that phrase but by the
argument we have heard in the House this evening.
As I had the opportunity to point our during question time, the Opposition started discussion
on this matter by decrying the shortage of land. Before we were 20 minutes into the
discussion members of the Opposition were opposing proposals to bring much more land on
stream in the short to middle term. The difficulty is that in any parcel of land in the Perth
metropolitan area close to the current urban areas, either people are living there or it has
become a public open space which the people are used to. Members will be aware of the
difficulties which have confronted the proposed developers of the Knightsbridge Estate,
Bond Corporation, and the Hepburn land in the northemn corridor.
Mr Court: On Knightsbridge, you have basically taken the land from them.
Mr PEARCE: I am having a meeting with Bond Corporation in the mrning to discuss how
things will move from there.
Mr Court: Will they be compensated?
Mr PEARCE: That is a matter for Bond Corporation.'
Mr Court: It was not mentioned in the paper.
Mr PEARCE: It was not mentioned in the paper. The point made by the Minister for
Environment is widely supported in the community. In that case the environmental and
amenity value of the land was such, and the system 6 was such that environmental
considerations restricted the development of that land.
Mr Court: Would you consider the land swap proposal?
Mr PEARCE: Of course we would.
Mr Lewis: The Minister for Environment said they would not.
Mr PEARCE: It is not up to the Minister for Environment under the terms of the
Environmental Protection Adt.
Mr Lewis: So he does not know what he is talking about.
Mr PEARCE: He does. He said that the terms of the Environmental Protection Act do not
allow for compensation or land swap. That is the truth. However, the Government is
prepared to look at the position of Bond Corporation.
Mr Lewis: Is it true that the Environmental Protection Act now completely overrides your
Planning portfolio?
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Mr PEARCE: It isnottrue atzall. Althat has been saidin the case ofthe Bold Park land is
this -
Mr Lewis: You might as well resign.

Mr PEARCE: What is the Opposition's position on Bold Park land? Let us understand it.

Mr Lewis: When someone has a proprietary right to land, a properly zoned sire, the State
should reimburse chose persons for the land. If the State wants the land for the purpose of
reservation for recreation, they should be compensated.

Mr PEARCE: We have not said we want it for that purpose.
Mr Lewis: The State should be prepared to reimburse those people for their loss.

Mr PEARCE: If the member had had the application before him as Minister for Planning, as
is his ambition, would he have approved it?

Mr Lewis: Of course I would have.

Mr PEARCE: What the member is saying, on behalf of the Opposition -

Mr Lewis: You approved it.

Mr PEARCE: No, I did not. The member is saying, on behalf of the Opposition, he would
have given the go ahead for the Knightsbridge development.

Mr Lewis: Under the Statutes of the planning system you would have to approve it.

Mr PEARCE: That is very interesting.

Mr Lewis: You did approve it, Minister.

Mr PEARCE: No, I did not.

Mr Lewis: You approved the rezoning.

Mr PEARCE: That is very interesting. The land was zoned residential a long time before I
became Minister.

Mr Lewis: That is not the truth.

Mr PEARCE: It is the truth. I certainly did not agree to any rezoning of the Bold Park land.
It is interesting to know that the Opposition's position is that it would have approved the
Bold Park land.
Mr Lewis: I did not say that at all.

Mr PEARCE: We believe chat there are strong environmental grounds with regard to that
piece of land, and I will be talking to Bond Corporation about the way in which the
development application will be dealt with hereafter, and any compensation which might be
forthcoming. I am not saying that there will be any, but if the Government wishes to acquire
that land for the purposes of recreation it will enter into -a proper arrangement with Bond
Corporation.

The Government has moved to identify certain parcels of land inside the Perch metropolitan
area which are available for subdivision and which might be put onto the marker relatively
quickly. One such area in which I was involved with the Minister for Housing is the
Hepburn land area which would provide a large number of first home owner lots in a
strategic place in the northern corridor. They could be brought onto the market quickly and
efficiently with minimal servicing costs and provide for a number of community groups.

Mr Lewis: Is that all you can say?

Mr PEARCE: I am making a point about this. There is opposition to that proposal, as there
is to almost any development proposal at the present time, and that opposition seems to be
being led by the member's Liberal mates in the Wanneroo City Council.

Mrs Beggs: The Mayor of Wanneroo said at a public meeting on Saturday, "I have seen
concrete jungles and we do not want another one here."

Mr PEARCE: The problem is probably that the WADK has not been prepared to pay a bribe
for chat thing, because the Government is currently investigating very serious allegations
about the way in which the Wanneroo City Council conducts its business.
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Several members interjected.
Mr PEARCE: That is the absolute truth. Matters will be coming up to public attention very
soon in that regard. It has gone downhill very strongly since my brother was there. A
number of Wanneroo, councillors are currently the subject of an investigation in regard to
seeking substantial sums of money in order to process rezonings.
The point I want to make with regard to today's debate is that char is one area where the
Government has sought to bring on a large parcel of land in a strategic location where people
want to live. I do not associate myself with the comm ents of the Opposition that nobody
would want to live in Parmelia or Annadale. Perhaps the new member for Dale might like to
express an opinion on whether it is desirable to live in the large Strawberry Fields
development in Armadale, where hundreds of lots are selling for well under $20 000 at
present. The member for Dale is remarkably silent on this subject. He does not associate
himself with his colleague's comments about how undesirable it is to live in Dale. His dad is
tugging at his apron strings and saying, "Say nothing to associate yourself with those
comments." It is probably good advice.

The Government has identified, from its iramrediate Hocneswest holdings, a range of blocks
which can be brought onstream straight away. It cart make hundreds of blocks available,
which will have the effect of keeping down land prices everywhere. Secondly, the
Government has set up the urban development unit inside the State Planning Commission
which will have as one of its jobs the identification of parcels of land either inside or outside
the current metropolitan scheme which can be brought onstreamn quickly and easily on a fast
track method for release.

Mr Lewis: Is it true that you were recently at a dawn service asking Cyril Rushton how he
handled his town planning portfolio?
Mr PEARCE: I ani quite friendly with the former member for Dale, and I think he made an
important contribution to the Parliament and to the State. But the fact is one does not have to
ask the forner member for Dale about the operations of his portfolio because he volunteers
this information with a great deal of readiness and at great length. The truth is that I went to
the Annadale RSL breakfast and had a two-hour conversation with the former member for
Dale. Old soldiers were queuing up six deep to get a word in while the former member for
Dale advised me how to operate the planning portfolio and the transport portfolio. He filled
me in on all the mistakes I had made.

Mr Court: He could not have done that int two hours.

Mr PEARCE: H-e had to repeat himself 120 times to do it. That is the truth.

Mr Lightfoot: Which back door did you run our of?

Mr PEARCE: Read about it in the Daily News; nothing else in that rag is true.

Mr Court: Is that an attack on the Daily News ?
Mr Lightfoot: That is like slashing your wrists, talking about the Daily News like that.

Mr PEARCE: The member for Murchison-Eyre is the last one to talk, with his advice to his
leaders in respect of their wrists. I just hope that the member for Murchison-Eyre's letters
put steel in a few wrists around the place. The trouble with rural members on the other side is
that they never move out of Dalkeith to see what is going on in the real world.

Mr Court: You had better find out where your Ministers live. I would not start knocking
Dalkeith, if I were you, judging by all the Government cars driven around there.
Mr PEARCE: There are not too many of our Ministers living in Dalkeith. Government cars
are queuing up to drive the member for Nedlands' father around in Dalkeith. Not too many
of our people live on that side of the world.
The Government is aware of a potential problem with regard to land and housing prices in
this State. We have been very fortunate in the past in that historically Perth has had land and
housing prices which were very much at the low end of the Australia spectrum. If members
look at what is happening in respect of land and housing prices in Sydney, Melbourne,
Canberra or Brisbane, they will find that people are paying dramatically more to live in those
places than in a much more desirable location.
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Mr Court: You want us to accept Sydney prices.
Mr PEARCE: No, I do not. The Government has acted speedily to prevent that happening.
The Government gave a commnitment, when I launched the corridor review, to aim to keep
the lowest price of housing blocks under $20 000 for five years.
Mr Lewis: Will you achieve that?
Mr PEARCE: We certainly hope we will, although we understand it will not be an easy thing
to do.
Mr Lewis: So you can't do that?
Mr PEARCE: I believe that the Government can do it; the Gave rnment is doing it at the
present timne. Twenty thousand dollars in real dollars - that is, looking at inflation value -
from the time chat I made that announcement; we are still achieving that at present. With the
land releases that are planned and coining onstream I believe we can sustain that into the
middle future. -It will not be an easy thing to do. At times the demand for land close to the
city rises in a dramatic way and that has an impact on land values further out because the
reality is that people wish to live in preferred locations and are prepared to mortgage
themselves to the hilt, in many cases, to live in preferred locations rather than in some of the
others. The Government cannot stop scarcity in preferred locations raising prices in that way.
That has an effect on raising average prices, but the Government is determined to ensure that
the cost of land in the Perth metropolitan area will be such that first home buyers will always
be able to find, somewhere in the Perth metropolitan area, a block of land under $20 000.
That is the Government's aim and I believe the policies we are pursuing will allow that to be
possible. The Government is trying sincerely and in the most thoroughgoing way to ensure
that is the case. I ask the Opposition to join with the Government to ensure that that is the
case because I think that a lot of first home buyers might cynically believe that the
Opposition is trying to bring about a position in this State where land prices go through the
roof. The Opposition is not so much concerned about first home buyers; it is more concerned
about getting votes. If land prices can be pushed up in some way, the Opposition can say to
people, "Look at what the Labor Government has done, it has pushed land prices up. Vote
for us, we will keep them dawn." The fact is that the kind of statement made by the member
for East Melville is designed to drive land prices up.
Mr Lewis: You are the one who released it. You put it all over the Daily News. We didn't.
Mr PEARCE: It is a totally irresponsible attitude to say that people must turn up at a land
development four days before and camp overnight in order to get a block. It is totally untrue.
Mr Lewis: It is not. Why don't you talk to the developers? They will tell you.
Mr PEARCE: The reason the member said that is to make sure that anyone who reads that
comment will turn up five days in advance in future to make sure they get a block.
Mr Court: That is what happened in Sydney.
Mr PEARCE: Well, it is not happening here. As far as this Government is concerned, it will
not happen here.
Mr Lewis: You are out of touch because it is happening already.
Mr PEARCE: It is not happening already. The Government is taking action to ensure that
over the next year or two, a very substantial number of blocks will be brought onto the
market, through the planning process, through the encouragement of private development,
through the development of land and through the provision of services to make sure that we
can provide a range of land options for first home buyers under $20 000 in a range of
subdivisions. In order to accommnodate the desire of people to live in good houses - in state-
of-the-art houses, if I can put it like that - through the Governent development agency,
LandBank, now LandCorp, we are in the process of developing houses on smaller blocks -

Mr Court: Is that the Western Australian Development Corporation?
Mr PEARCE: It is under the wing of the WADC, but when the process started it was
LandBank. It was under my control as Minister for Planning. We are working on a process -
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Mr Lewis: They don't bnow what to call themselves.
Mr PEARCE: The member for Eat: Melville does not know, and the end buyer does not
have to know. All the end buyer has to know is that he can buy a block for that particular
price. The Government pioneered a range of developments, in accordance with the cheaper
housing initiatives of the Federal Labor Government, to ensure that if the development of' a
whole area was coordinated by, far example, matching up setbacks - they put all the setbacks
on one side - there would be a very viable, goad house-land option on a smaller and cheaper
block. The block is not cheaper because of the land content-, it is cheaper because of the
servicing content. Through Landbank, the Government pioneered subdivisions of this kind in
the South Lakes area and then in the Beechboro area which kept land prices down and which
still provided a very good style of living for first home buyers.
That is the kind of initiative which this Government has sponsored. Our achievement in
keeping land prices and housing prices down over the last five years in a way which gives the
individual home-land ownership combination a priority in Western Australia puts Western
Australians at the head of home buyers in Australia, and makes the percentage of private
home ownership in Western Australia lead the nation and is a great achievement in a time of
considerable economic growth. Our capacity to have the highest economic growth in the
nation allied to the lowest land prices and the lowest home prices is a very considerable
economic contribution.
Mr Lewis: You inherited that from the Court Government.
Mr PEARCE: We did not inherit economic growth from the Court Government. When we
came into Government in this State the economy was on the skids. T'he depression in the
economy of this State was demonstrated in a range of things like the cost of housing and
land. Our ability to improve dramatically the level of economic activity in this State at the
same time as we increased the prosperity of its citizens while holding down the cost of houses
and land, which is the main personal and private expenditure of the citizens of this State, is a
very considerable achievement. The Government is not resting on its laurels; it is prepared to
take the hard decisions necessary to ensure a good supply of cheap land for Western
Australians, not only in 1988 or 1989 but in 1999 and 2009. 1t is a great disappointment to
me that the Opposition cannot look past February 1989 with any of its attitudes or policies.
This Government is determined that the babies born this year in Western Australia will, when
they are young marrieds, have the same enjoyment of a cheap house and land lifestyle which
Western Australians have traditionally enjoyed. They will enjoy that because of decisions
taken in 1988 by the Labor Government and opposed by the Liberal Opposition.
MR CASH (Mt Lawley) 17.59 pm]: After listening to the Minister for Planning, one would
almost be forgiven if one assumed that no-one on the Government side was to blame at all for
the fact that there is a shortage of building lots in the Perth metropolitan area. We heard the
Minister for Housing and the Minister for Planning give us excuse after excuse as to why
they have not done their jobs properly. Rather than accept the amendment in a positive way,
they took a negative attitude and blamed the Opposition for their own shortcomings. Surely
the Minister for Planning does not expect the Opposition to take the blame for his
inadequacies in respect of the Planning portfolio over the last five years. That would be
unrealistic and ridiculous. In respect of the current shortage of building lots in the
metropolitan area, it is obvious that the Government has lost its way. It has failed to address
the need for continuity of supply, and because of that there is now a shortage of land.
We heard the member for East Melville quite clearly make the point that the members of the
Real Estate Institute of Western Australia, and the Urban Development Institute, believe there
is insufficient land on the market at the moment to prevent prices continuing to rise as they
are now. I support those views. I am surprised that the Minister for Housing is unable to
recognise that those people are making their comments in good faith. They are trying to
protect the future of the young couples that we, on the Opposition side, were talking about, so
that when they wish to buy their first block of land or first established house, it is within their
financial reach. It will not help the situation if the Government takes a negative view and
attempts to blame the Opposition.
Mrs Beggs: Don't you think the amendment is negative?
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Mr CASH: If the Minister for Housing reads the amendment carefully she will see that it is
not frmed in a negative way. It is framed to bring to her attention and that of other
Government Ministers the fact that there is a shortage of land in the metropolitan area. In
fact, when she was speaking, I thought that she acknowledged that to be the case at the
moment.
Mrs Beggs: There is no shortage of land at this rime.
Mr CASH: That may be the Minister's view; it is certainly not the view of many professional
people in urban development and the real estate business.
Mrs Beggs: Professional people are saying that because the demand for housing has
increased, there may be a shortage at a later stage. The Government strategy is to ensure that
that does not happen, and there will not be a shortage later on.
Mr CASK: In response to the Minister for Housing's comments I refer her to the very media
statement which she read earlier. If the Minister had understood the comnments that were
made by Mr Garland of the Real Estate Institute of WA, it would have been clear to her that
he did not believe there were sufficient building lots available in Perth at the moment. He
commented that the Government plan to release 3 000 lots over the next 13 months is not
going to be enough.
Mrs Beggs: What you do not understand is that that 3 000 is extra to the lots we would
normally release.
Mr CASH: I will not argue whether it is or not because it is not going to assist the problem
that we are facing in Perth, which is a shortage of land. The mere fact that the Minister for
Housing wants to take a shot at Mr John Garland, the President of the Real Estate Institute of
WA, will achieve very little. It would be in everyone's interest, and I ami talking in a
nonpartisan way - both that of Parliament and the community - if the Minister would rake the
time to listen to John Garland and others involved in the urban development industry,
because they know what they are talking about.
Mrs Beggs: I am not saying they don't.
Mr CASH: They have experience in this business, and have been in the game a long time.
As much as I have regard for the Minister, I remind her that she has been the Minister for
Housing for only a very short time.
Mr Gordon Hill: A good Minister at that.
Mr CASH: I hope that the Minister does, want to be a good Minister for Housing, and in the
interests of the community I would want that to be so. I make the point that by putting down
people like John Garland of the Real Estate Institute of WA, and other people connected with
the Urban Development Institute in West Australia, she achieves nothing for herself, the
Government, or the community.
Mrs Beggs: Mr Garland knows I did not.
Mr CASH: Why does the Government not recognise the fact that it has lost its way? This
amendment is an attempt to show the Government that there have been a few hiccups in the
system. I point out to the Minister for Housing that at no stage were Opposition members
critical of her in her role as the Minister for Housing. I reiterate that point, because if anyone
on the Government side is to blame - we just heard the Minister for Planning say he does not
think anyone is to blame, because he does not see any problem - the former Minister for
Housing is, because he did not do his job in a competent way. That is generally recognised in
the industry.
Mrs Beggs: That is absolutely ridiculous.
Mr CASH: The Minither can stand up for hini as much as she likes.
Mrs Beggs: The former Minister's reputation in industry circles is absolutely exemplary.
Mr CASH: If that is the case why do we now see headA'net saying that house prices are
leaping by $1 000 every month? Why do we see media statements put out by the chairman of
a leading real estate company in Perth saying tha a shortage of land is causing spiralling
prices? Clearly that is happening. Obviously not everyone joins the Minister in her
assessment of the former Minister for Housing as being competent in running his portfolio.
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Within the industry he was seen to be a failure. I am not interested in addressing that point, I
accept it as being a fact. I want to address the current situation and make the Government
understand that we have to do something for those young people who, on some estates, have
to spend the night on the site prior to the selling of land.

Mrs Beggs: Whereabouts is that land?

Mr CASH: I was about to give an example, and it is a pity the Minister jumped in with her
interjection so quickly. I remind her of the Winthrop Estate near Leach Highway, adjacent to
Booragoon. A number of people found they had to spend the day and night before the sale in
a queue, waiting for land to be released.

Mrs Beggs: Only to get the block they wanted.

Mr CASH: There is no question that in that particular subdivision, because of the quality of
the land which is being offered, them- is more demand than supply. That is why there have
been queues forming on the Winthrop Estate. It is fair to say that other areas, where there is
more land available, are less preferable. The Minister herself acknowledged that when she
spoke.

Mrs Beggs: They are queuing because they want to buy a particular block of land.

Mr CASH: That is the point I just made in respect of the Winthrop Estate near the Leach
Highway. There was a limited number of blocks of quality land available, demand was very
high, and purchasers who wanted to be able to choose a lot had to queue. The Minister and I
both acknowledge that.

Mrs Beggs: To get the particular block of land they chose.

Mr CASH: That was the point I made a few minutes ago, and I thought the Minister had
recognised it. At least we have established that in some estates in Perth, queues are forming.
Obviously they are generally the estates with good quality land. As a member of the
Opposition I acknowledge that building blocks are available in the Perth metropolitan area
but they are not necessarily in areas in which fi-st homne buyers or first land buyers
necessarily want to live. For employment reasons, economic reasons, social reasons, family
reasons and all sorts of other reasons, couples make a decision to buy in a particular suburb.
The mere fact that, as the Minister for Housing claims, there is an abundance of land in the
Parmelia area will not necessarily satisfy the demand of people in the northern corridor, for
instance, in Wanneroo or as far north as Yanchep.

Mr Lewis: There is no land there at all

Mrs Beggs: No land in Wanneroo?

Mr Lewis: No land available in the northern corridor.

Mrs Beggs: You're right, thanks to Wanneroo City Council.

Mr CASH: I am glad the matter of the northern suburbs has been raised. I was somewhat
disappointed tonight to hear the Minister for Planning make certain statements about the
conduct of the Wanneroo council. Some years ago the brother of the Minister for Planning
was president of that council. I remember that there were some problems.

Mr Pearce: There sure were. He started to get on top of all the rorts out there.

Mr CASH: The Minister should not get excited. I can remember his Government issuing
writs on councillors, some in excess of half a million dollars, only to withdraw them when it
found out that the accounts could not be sustained. Let us not go back on that argument.

I was disappointed to hear the Minister make his statement tonight. I anm sure that members
of the House would want him to explain quite fully the point that he was making. The point
is that the Minister for Planning thinks that he can come into this place and smear the
councillors of the City of Wanneroo because it suits him to do so for political reasons. In the
end the Minister will be the laser- Perhaps the reason for his attempted smear campaign is
related to the fact that he has now worked out that the northern suburbs of Perth have woken
up to the failures and shortcomings of the current Labor Government and are beginning to
prefer the alternative that is offered by the Liberal Party. At the next election people in the
northern suburbs will vote for a Liberal Government.

Mrs Beggs: Which Wanneroo City Councillor is your candidate for Whitford? is he the one
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opposed to the land release at Hepburn Heights? Is he the one who said Padbuxy was a
ghetto?
Mr CASH: It is interesting to hear the Minister for Housing, who is also the member for
Whitford, fly to ascertain from me just who the Liberal Party intends to put up for that seat.
It is clear that the Minister for Housing, the member for Whitford, has already started to panic
in respect of her position. The other night in this place the Minister said that after the next
election I would be a member of another place. I quietly interjected to her, "Pam, I know I'li
be a member of another House after the next election, but guess what? You will not even be
a member of this place." I wonder whether that is why tonight she is asking mue all these
questions about who will be the Liberal candidate for Whitford.
Mrs Beggs: I am not frightened of any candidate you're going to put up, I can tell you that.
Anyone who says Padbury is a ghetto hasn't a hope in hell.
Mr CASH: I understand the Minister's hysteria, but I ask her to allow me to raise the matter
of Hepburn Heights. She has mentioned the matter on a number of occasions tonight. There
are various sides wit respect to that argument. There ame those who want the land known as
Hepburn Heights to be subdivided into residential lots; there are others who for reasons of
their own - perhaps similar to those of the people who did not want the Bold Park land to be
developed - who do not want the land developed. However, the way members in the area are
prepared to advance their ends is interesting. The Wanneroo News of 26 April reported that a
public meeting which was called to discuss the Hepburn Heights estate voted in favour of the
development.
Mr Pearce: Who did?
Mr CASH: The meeting.
Mrs Beggs: That's right.
Mr CASH: I am pleased that the Minister for Housing confirms that because the samne article
also states -

Some members of the Hepburn Woodlands Preservation Group have accused Housing
Minister and Whitfords MLA Pamn Beggs of "stacking" the meeting in favour of the
development.

I do not know whether the Minister stacked the meeting. All I can do is relate what the
newspaper says. There is an accusation that the Minister for Housing stacked a public
meeting in respect of a residential development in the northern corridor. Two weeks later it
was reported in the same newspaper that the Minister, in relation to an allegation that a
school teacher in the area arranged a petition proposing that the land not be subdivided as
building lots, reported that school teacher to the Minister for Education so that action could
be taken against that school teacher. The Minister for Housing, who two weeks before was
accused of stacking a public meeting in respect of Hepburn Heights, was reported to have
said -

."I think it's inappropriate for him to take the petition around the school," Mrs Beggs
said.
"I just object to children being used for other people's purposes."

Mr Pearce: That's dead right too. You shouldn't be misusing kids like that. That's a
different kind of child abuse.
Mr CASH: All that really does is indicate the hypocrisy of the Government when it comes to
talking about the supply of residential land particularly in the northern suburbs. I ask the
Minister for Housing whether she used her ministerial car to have people picked up from the
Keith Simpson masonic home in Kingsley in order for them to attend that meeting.
Mrs Beggs: As a matter of fact, yes.
Mr CASH: I am glad that the Minister confinrm that because it saves me askin g a question
without notice tomorrow. It was something that the people of Kingsley and that general area
wanted to know. They wanted to know whether her ministerial car and chauffeur were used
to pick up aged people from the masonic home so that she could stack a public meeting.
[The member's time expired.]
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Amendment put and a division taken with the following result -

Ayes (20)
Mr Blaikie Mr Cowan Mr Lightfoot Mr Fred Tubby
Mr Bradsbaw Mr Grayden tMr Maclinnon Mr Reg Tubby
Mr Cash Mr Hassell Mr Mensaros Mr Wall
Mr Clarko Mr House Mr Schiell Mr Wiese
Mr Court Mr Ltwis MrTrenordeo Mr Maslen (Teller)

Noes (25)

Mrs Begg Dr Gallop Mr Pearce Mrs Watkins
Mir Bertram Mr GriU My Read Dr Watson
Mr Bridge Mr Gordon Hill Mr Ripper Mr Wilson
Mr Burkett Mr H-odge Mr D.L. Smith Mrs Buchanan (Teller)
Mr Carr Dr Lawrence Mr P3. Smith
Mr Cunningham Mr Marlborough Mr Taylor
Mr Evans Mr Parker Mr Troy

Pairs

Ayes Noes
Mr Thompson Mr Donovan
Mr Stephens Mrs Henderson
Mr Williams Mr Peter Dowding
Mr Greig Mrrhomas
Mr Crane Mr Tom Jones

Amendment thus negatived.

Debate (on motion) Resumed

MR D.L. SMITH (Mitchell) [8.25 pm]: I have much pleasure in joining in this Address-in-
Reply to the speech of His Excellency the Governor, Professor Gordon Stanley Reid.
It is worth noting that the motion moved in reply expresses our loyalty to our most gracious
Sovereign. That gracious lady has been with us here in Western Australia quite recently. It
is noteworthy that for the first time the invitation list for the garden party held while she was
here was democratised. I well remember after the election of the Burke Government in 1983
that one of the first steps the then Premier took was to recognise the role of former Labor
Premiers of Western Australia, and he had three surviving Labor Premiers here at the House
to have their photographs taken. Tlhat photograph now hangs in Caucus. That action said a
great deal about our former Premier.

[ think that the demhocratisation and the invitation to the garden party in a way say much
about our new Premier; that he is a person who really and truly believes that Parliament and
Government is about the people governing the people and that everyone in this State has an
equal share in any State occasion that may be held.

Mr Blaikie: If you're a Labor voter.

Mr D.L. SMITII: Not only if one were a Labor voter. I well recall that a number of people
at that garden party were not Labor voters and some of the people there at my invitation were
not Labor voters as I do not discriminate in that way, as the member who just interjected
does.

I should mention the retirement of the former Premier. It was a great thrill for all of us on
this side of the House to serve under Brian Burke. I think that history will judge that he led
the most outstanding Government and that he was probably the most outstanding Premier that
this State has ever had. He was able to mix a brilliant intellect and outstanding presence in
this House with great compassion and a great ability to communicate. I have some regret that
his decision to retire after five years from that most demanding job may have been rather
hastened by the mealy mouthed and unkind sorts of criticisms that we have come to expect
from members opposite.

This is also an occasion to note te retirement of his deputy, Ma] Bryce, who was an ex-
Bunbury lad who lived a couple of streets from me. Despite the fact that he entered
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Parliament long before I did, we are of the same vintage and spent some of our youth
together playing football for the South Bunbury junior team.

Mr Blaikie: He also went to Bunbury High School, where he met his wife.

Mr D.L. SMITH: Yes, he did. In fact, they were the male and female captains of the school
at that time. He also played the perfect role of a deputy supporting his leader and made an
enormous contribution to the State, especially to technology and electoral reform.

I also note the retirement of Cyril Rushton. The Rushton faily have been known to me for a
long time and I went to school with a younger brother of the former member for Dale. In
fact, I am the godfather of one of his half-brother's children. [ have a great respect for the
former member for Dale. I did not agree with what he proposed to do to Westrail, but h-is
contribution, always a quiet one, was most worthwhile.

I also take this opportunity to congratulate new members of this Chamber; Ted Cunningham
representing Balga, Eric Ripper representing Ascot and Fred Tubby representing Dale. I
never cease to be surprised at the quality of candidate that the Labor Party is able to attract to
its rauks; whether marked by academic distinction or by goodness of heart and a firm
commitment to principles of equality and justice, we seem to be able to find a great variety of
people with great strengths.

It was no surprise when we camne to decide arn whom to elect as Premier that at least seven
people in Cabinet could equally well have achieved that rank, and all seven would have been
better than any of the members opposite in terms of their ability.
What is notable, however, when one looks at the Opposition, is that in the case of my own
seat, although it is a relatively marginal seat which was originally held by a Liberal Minister,
the Liberal Party was able to attract only one candidate for preselection. I look forward to
having a good contest with the wife of the member for Murray-Wellington at the 1989
election.

Colin Bell, who I thought was an outstanding fanner and politician prior to his coining into
Parliament - he and his wife are constituents of mine - has been overlooked. The Liberal
Party has chosen to drop him out of the ticket and put forward people older than he. This is
rather surprising.

In the case of Bunbury, the seat adjacent to me, the party opposite has not yet been able to
find a single nominee, even though the margin is only of the order of 56 or 57 per cent.
These people opposite want to criticise and be destructive about everything we do as a
Government; they have almost no principles between them, yet they want to be the
alternative Government when they cannot even find suitable candidates to come here to
represent the people of this State.

There are a few exceptions. There was the recent election of Mr Barry House. Although I
would have preferred Rhonda Parks, who [ think would have made an outstanding member,
she is the sort of person I like to see representing the south west. in the brief period I have
seen Mr Tubby I think he will follow the example of his father and make a positive
contribution to this place. In that sense I welcome his presence here, but I hope it will not be
for too long.

F take the opportunity to acknowledge the work Mr Julian Grill continues to do as Minister
for Agriculture and Minister for The South West. In terms of the work he does for the south
west, I believe it will not be too long before a number of public buildings and public places
are named after him to recognise his conitribution-

I also take the opportunity of acknowledging that this week will mark the end of the reign of
Sir Francis Burt as the Chief Justice of this State.
Several members interjected.

Mr D.L. SM]ITH: I note that the member for Contesloe regards the Chief Justice's
contribution as something of a joke. Knowing hint, I would have thought he would at least
be quiet while I made these remarks about the Chief Justice. I believe the present Chief
Justice, with due respect to those who preceded him, has been the outstanding jurist of this
generation and an outstanding Chief Justice, not only because of the enormous intellectual
capacity which he has brought to that role, but also because of his very humanitarian
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approach and his strong belief that justice should be seen to be administered in a proper and
efficient manner. He has gone out of his way to do everything possible to ensure that the
legal system in this State, at least as far as the Supreme Court is concerned, is administered in
a first class manner.
I also take the opportunity of congratulating the new Chief Justice, Mr Malcolm, on his
elevation to that role. Despite his very young age I think he will make a great contribution as
well.

I take the opportunity of acknowledging that Dr Ernie Manea has recently been elected mayor
of the City of Bunbuiy in substitution for Dick McKenzie who retired and did not seek re-
election. I note the role Mr McKenzie played while "Bunbuiy 2000' got under way, and I
note the role that Dr Manea has played in that as well. I am certain that the work done by the
former mayor and to be done by the new mayor will be of great, value to the south west.

I note with sadness the electoral changes the electoral commnissioners have seen fit to make to
the seat of Mitchell. Previously I had one of the most interesting and diverse electorates in
Western Australia, comprising rich fanning and mining areas, areas of forest,
environmentally sensitive areas and developing areas, together with Homeswest.

Mr Bradshaw: And a number of drainage districts.

Mr D.L. SMITH: And a number of drainage districts which have been better served by this
Governiment than by any other. The loss of the Cape[ Shire and the rural parts of Dardanup
represent a loss both in terms of the diversity they take away from my electorate and the
memories I have of the people in those areas. It was refreshing for me to go into what had
previously been conservative areas to find that the people there shared a common
commuritment to making their districts as good as possible and trying to make other people in
their areas as comfortable as they could. To the extent that I have been able to assist in any
of those areas I take no great praise but simply thank the people who elected me for the
opportunity of being able to serve them.

On the other hand I have gained the areas of Clifton Park and Australind, as well as a part of
Carey Park and Forrest Park in Bunbury which was previously not in my electorate. Those
areas around Forrest Park I welcome. As a child I lived in Patrick Street, which runs off
Forrest Park. Many of the people there are known to me and the memories I have as a young
child in Forrest Park and the newly developing Homeswest areas around are memories which
warm the cockles of my heart.
I am disappointed, on the other hand, to have lost the area of Withers, where the present
Governiment has been able to effect some quite outstanding changes by renovating some of
the older style Radbum areas and trying to solve some of the social problems emanating from
the design of those areas. In the Homeswest area of Bunbuxy we find a wide diversity of
construction and an improvement in the extras going into the houses which were never there
before. There has also been a great widening of the range of people eligible for various
categories of accommodation.

I have gained the area of Australind, with which I have a long association, going back to the
days when the Harvey Shire changed the rating system there from unimproved to gross rental
value. I had the opportunity to represent the ratepayers of that area in a successful Supreme
Court challenge in relation to that change. Ever since that time I have taken a very great
interest in the activities of Australind and I welcome the opportunity to represent the area.

Now comes the time to launch into that orgy of self-congratulation about the achievements
we have been able to make in Bunbury. The first is the decision of the present State
Government to install in Bunbury a computer backup facility for computer resources of the
State Government in the metropolitan area. That brings to Bunbury not only 30 very
qualified people and the employment that will bring, but also the opportunity for the institute
at Bunbuiy to develop a special faculty in the computing area which will supply the people
who work in that facility in the future. I welcome the decision of the State Government to
relocate nine officers of the Valuer General's Office in Bunbury to do all the valuations in the
south west area. Not only will that expedite the valuation work that needs to be done by the
Valuer General's Office in the south west, but it will also provide a new diversity of skills in
the Bunbury area, which was not previously available.
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I also note the appointmnent of an Environmental Protection Authority officer who is to be
based in Bunbury. Previously when there were problems at, for example, SCM Chemicals
Ltd, we had to wait for the Environmental Protection Authority, or the clean air peopk6, to
come down from Perth to do the relevant checks. Now those checks will be able to be done
by a local officer as soon as the problem occurs.

I also note the appointment of domestic violence and sexual assault officers in Bunbury,
which will plug a rather large gap that previously existed in the administration of services for
people in our community who have special problems. Together with family crisis
counselling and the establishment of Munchkin Manor - the second child care centre to be
built in the Bunbury area and which has been built in Forrest Park - it demonstrates the
commitment of the present Government, at both a State and Federal level, to the family.

Other improvements which are currently about to commence are the construction of a bridge
to link the north shore area to the main town area and the upgrading of that road to give
Bunbury a second access road to the central business distict. I also note the construction of
the Bicentennial Tower as a result the combined efforts of the Bunbury City Council, the
bicentennial grants available trough the Commonwealth Government and the contribution of
Mr George Devereaux, through his building firm, Devaugh. That tower is nearing
completion and ( think it says something about the way in which Governments can combine
with local citizens in order to leave behind monuments which will be useful both in terms of
giving people a better view of the City of Bunbury and for allowing tourists to take advantage
of it when they come to Bunbury.

I note the opportunity that was recently given to us to go around the schools distributing
bicentennial medals. Despite the criticisms of Government decisions which members
opposite make, I note that they were all lined up - and in fact complained about not having
their fair share of schools - to distribute the medals. I think the medals gave a valuable
opportunity for us to go along and speak to students at schools about the aspirations they
should have as young Australians to make this country so much better and as good as it can
possibly be.
I also note the fact that the State Government has chosen to place one of the fiust family
centres constructed in this State at Eaton in my electorate. Eaton is an area which has been
rather deficient in terms of community facilities, partly because the shire is based at
Dardanup; but Eaton is the largest residential area in the shire. I think the family centre in
providing a new home for the Eaton-Clifton Park playgroup and in providing an opportunity
for four-year-old education will play an important role in the development of a comunrity
atmosphere in that community. I also note the completion of the Clifton Park Primary
School, which is niot only a boon to the residents of Clifton Park but is also the envy of every
other primary school principal in the district. It will do much to relieve the enrolment
number at Eaton Primary School and will stop that growing too large and uncomfortable.

I also note the contribution of $500 000 by the State Government through the Lotteries
Commission to the new St John of God Hospital presently being constructed at a cost of
about $8 million. That contribution has helped that project get under way and will not only
improve medical services but will also enable, through arrangements made with the State
Government, the treatment of some public patients at that hospital. The Australind bypass
road has almost reached completion; the first stage through Eaton has been opened and the
two bridges across the Collie and Brunswick Rivers in the other section are almost complete.
I hope that road will be opened in November or December this year, and it will be a great
relief for the people of Eaton and Australind because it will divert all of the traffic bound for
Perth from those areas.

It is noteworthy that for every year the Labor Government has been in office, it has built
more Homeswest units of accommodation than the Liberal Government built in the last three
years it was in office. As a result of the growth in population of Bunbury under the present
Governiment, the number of people on the waiting list continues to be around the 380 level.
However, the waiting times applicable for those people before they obtain, for instance, a
three-bedroom home is about half of what it was when the previous Government left office,
even though the numbers on the waiting list are the same.

The additional police who have been appointed, especially the community policing officer
and the development of the Neighbourhood Watch scheme, have been of great value in the
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preservation of law and order in our community. Despite the attempts of the Opposition to
present it as otherwise, the law and order issue in Bunbury is not as strong as the Opposition
appears to want it to be. By and large the Bunbury commuunity is law abiding, but we can do
better. With that in mind the member for Bunbuty and I have organised a seminar in
Bunbury next month to try to have a discussion among community leaders to see how we
might better protect the community and do more to prevent the sort of social problems which
lead people into a life of crime. It is especially disturbing to me to note the high proportion
of young offenders involved in the criminal statistics. There is something wrong when lads
of 13, 14 and 15 years of age are responsible for the vast majority of offences that occur
within our community. I know the Opposition would like to blame the Government for that
but in fact most of those lads were in the order of nine and 10 years of age and were well
developed in respect of their characters before this Government came to office. [ think the
attitude should be that this is a real community problem and we should work together to try to
reduce the level of antisocial behaviour among young people with low self-esteem.

Iam pleased that the State Government has been able to do a lot more in the area of
employment and training. It is noteworthy that the present Minister for Employment and
Training has been to the Bunbury Technical School three times in the last seven weeks. This
shows both the sort of concentration of effort which is going into the Bunbury area, and the
effort that the Minister responsible is making in that field. More importantly, we have had
the addition of three permanent staff in the Bunbury office of the Department of Employment
and Training, both to supervise the work programs we started under Joblink and the like and
also to prepare a labour market analysis to enable us to get a better idea of who is
unemployed in order to try to tailor training programs and skills development programs to try
to get people into work.
A good deal is going on in the field of industrial development. There are a number of smaller
industries, which I will not mention, but I wish to deal with the silicon smelter first.

Mr Trenorden: I think you should. How much is it going to cost - $20 million?

Mr D.L. SM1ITH: The first thing one notices about the Opposition is that it seems to be
saying to the people of Bunbury that it was a great disservice to the State that the
Government tried to encourage the silicon smelter to come to Bunbury.
Mr Trenorden: It was a great disservice; it was pork barrelling.

Mr D.L. SMITH: If that is the Opposition's attitude to regionalisation. and it would rather
see all the industry located at Kwinana and elsewhere -

Mr Bradshaw interjected.

Mr D.L. SMITH: I suggest the member for Murray-Wellington look at some of the speeches
made by some of his colleagues, if he thinks that is the situation.

Mr Lewis: You were so embarrassed when it went to Picton.

Mr D.L. SMITH: The question of the location at Picton is something of interest. The
previous Government developed the regional plan almost to its completion. Under the
regional plan the previous Government earmarked the area where this smelter was proposed
to go. It was to be in an industrial area.

Mr Blaikie: You developed that plan along with the Bunbuxy City Council.

Mr D.L. SMITrH: The area we are talking about is in the Dardanup Shire. It was clearly
earmarked by the previous Government, and its then Minister for Planning, as being a future
industrial site. That is not a view I shared and if the member for Vasse knew anything at all
about local government in the south west, he would know that while I was on the City of
Bunbury Council I and the current member for Forrest, Geoff Prosser, were instrumental in
persuading the council to change the zoning in Glen Iris from 'industrial" to 'residential."
My consistent attitude has been that the area between Glen Iris and Eaton should have been a
buffer zone, or a light industrial zone at worst. I was disconcerted when the Picton site was
chosen. However, I am very pleased indeed that we have not only been able to relocate it but
also in the process the Harvey shire has shown a remarkable maturity and genuine interest in
the development of the south west by changing its attitude to the Kementon area. Despite the
opposition of the member for Murray-Wellington. the Harvey Shire has adopted the
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approach that the region needs an industrial park and is prepared to cooperate with the State
Government in making that a forest style garden industrial estate. In no way will this be a
second Kwinana as we have set up a consultative commnittee with the shire to supervise its
planning and development.

As a result of the Picton problem a review of the regional plan will. take place. Two new
mineral sands processing plants will stant up in the near future and the aluminium smelter is
again under review.

I wished to raise matters to do with the concert hail and the regional museum. However, as
my time is almost up, I will move on to deal briefly with the errors which occurred in the
preparation of the telephone director for the south west. Almost 1 100 subscribers have
been omitted from the directory. That has been harmful not only to individual residents but
also to people involved in businesses, reducing their ability to attract customers. Some
subscribers were omitted from the yellow pages as well as the white pages. Telecom is
acting in a way destructive to country interests with its centralisation policy and perhaps this
contributed to the problem. Telecom should be doing no less than reprinting the south west
directory in a correct manner; not trying to get out of the situation by reprinting a few extra
pages where people have been omitted.

Mr Fred Tubby: Tell your mates in Canberra.

Mr D.L. SMITH-: I have been telling them, and I will also be meeting with representatives of
Telecom tomorrow.

Mr Fred Tubby: Another disaster.

Mir D.L. SMITH: Whether it is another disaster or not, it is an example of what happens
when organisations centralise in Perth. What "Bunbury 2000' and this Government axe all
about is decentralisation - the decentralisation of Government and management to country
areas of Western Australia. Bunbury was the forerunner and Geraldton and Albany and other
country towns will receive the benefit of earlier work done in Bunbury. They will learn to
appreciate how innovative and positive the work of this Government has been in the
regionalisation area..
I had wished to raise the problems of costs on small debt summuonses, Austudy, costs of
excess water, tax on the small earnings of pensioners and provisional tax - although the
Treasurer has ameliorated that in tonight's statement - the effect of changes to the social
security legislation on partial payment of workers' compensation, resumptions by main roads
and prosecutions by Government authorities. Unfortunately my time has expired and I will
await the opportunity to raise those matters at another time.

MR BRADSHAW (Murray-Wellington) [8.56 pm]: I commence my comments on the
Address-in-Reply by welcoming the new members to this House.
The silicon smelter debacle, referred to by the member for Mitchell, was brought about by a
Government which was acting in an amateurish and politically motivated way. It is all very
well to say that the Picton site -was already zoned as industrial; commonsense should prevail
especially as the site is only one and a half kilonmetres from a major residential area. The
State will be looking for $30 million to remedy the blunder the Government has made in
selecting a site in the Bunbury region.

Mr Gordon H-ill: Nonsense.

Mr Parker: The member made that up; it is nonsense.

Mr BRADSHAW: It is not nonsense. The Government offered $5 million to the company to
come down to Bunbury. Is that right? That was reported in the newspaper.
Mr Parker: Not exactly. There was support for our regional development objectives which
equated to approximately $5 million.
Mr BRADSHAW: And $3 million to go to Kemerton. I will explain the situation: The
Government will be up for $10 million to reimburse the company for site testing and
preparation alre ady carried out at Picton.

Mr Parker: That is true.

Mr Cordon H-ill: You are reading your own Press release.
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Mr BRADSHAW: I am not. The report in the South Western Times stated a figure of
$10 million. What will the-payout be to reimburse the company?
Mr Parker: It is all incorporated into the one figure - $3 million.

Mr Court: Plus five, plus three, plus the expenses incurred on the old site.'

Mr Parker: Those amounts are incorporated in the $5 million plus $3 million.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Dr Alexander): Order!

Mr BRADSHAW: In The West Australian of 8 April 1988 a headline reads 'Silicon fir-m to
get mllions for move".

Mr Parker: You need a hand to get out of this mistake.

Mr BRADSHAW: I do not need a hand. The article states

It is understood the payment will be less than $ 10 mill ion.

Mr Parker: That -is the figure we are talking about.
Mr BRADSH-AW: It is not laid out clearly. That is where I got my $10 million.

Mr Parker: So you are now down by $10 million to $20 million.

Mr Court: The Deputy Premier has refused to answer questions. He talks about the rail
infrastructure.

Mr Parker: There is no rail.

The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! I point out to mneibers that the member for
Murray-Wellington cannot continue his speech with the interjections which are developing
here.

Mr BR.ADSHAW. Who is paying 'for the cost of the land? Surely the'Government will pay
for the land at Kemerton.

Mr Parker: We own that land.

Mr BRADSHAW:. [ know, but when we look at any other development which has occurred
in the south west, such as Worsicy - the companies have! bought their own land and brought
in their own infrastructure.

Mr Parker: Substantial infrastructure has been invested by the Government at both Worsley
and Wagerup.
Mr BRADSHAW. Nowhere near as much as the Government intended to invest in this one.,

Mr Court: They were given the land at Kemerton.

Mr Lewis: How much did it cost?

Mr Parker: If you attribute it down to the immediate site given to the silicon group at
Kemerton it was a few thousand dollars.

Mr Lewis: Did you give them that site?

Mr Parker: We are bringing in the arr angements; we own the land. I have made a statement
about the details but we own the land. Whatever the arrangements are the lad is worth a few
thousand dollars at best.

Mr BRADSHAW: Unless the project is up and running byJune next year the Government is
prepared to pay $1.1 million for it up to six months. It has already been said that it will not
be starting before September.

Mr Parker: Only if it is directly attributable to the move.

Mr BRADSHAW; How do you work that out?

Mr Parker: For example, if there is a shortage of materials or a strike, or if there is some
problem about redesign or something like that - that will not incur a payment.
Mr BRADSHAW: In The West Australian of 18 May, it was said that the first furnace would
start production at the end of September 1989 with production from the second furnace
starting six weeks later.
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Mr Parker: It is not when the production starts; it is when there is a certain agreement about
what is meant by practical completion. BUP Engineering was reported, I think in the South
West Times, as having said that at this stage there would be a six to eight week delay. But
given that all the other projects in the area, like the SCM plant, are well ahead of schedule we
expect that to be eliminated by the time the project is under way.

Mr BRADSHAW: Not too many projects finish on time.

Mr Parker: On the contrary, most of them do.

Mr Gordon Hill: I would get onto another subject if I were you. You are not doing too well
on this one.

Mr BRADSHAW: I would not.

The other interesting thing was that the Minister for The South West put out a statement on 4
April. 1 am sure that he had his tongue in his cheek when he put it out because he said that
the Harvey Shire Council's decision on a site for the proposed silicon smelter had paved the
way for a new world standard in industrial planning. The main reason for the silicon smelter
plant going to Kementon was people pressure from the Picton area. I certainly do not see that
as a world standard in industrial planning, As I said, I think the Minister had his tongue in
his cheek when he put out the statement. He was trying to whitewash the follies that had
taken place in the previous months.

Mr D.L. Smith: You're confusing the issues.

Mr BRADSHAW: Tine will prove whether that is right or wrong. I would not call the
Kwinana industrial area a great example of industrial planning.
Mr D.L. Smith interjected.

Mr BRADSHI-AW: I certainly do not either because I live too close to it.

Mr Court: The Deputy Premier said it wouldn't be worth his life to put it at Kemerton.

Nix Parker: That's because of the attitude of the Harvey Shire. That is exactly the point that
the Minister for The South West was raising. If you read my letter in response to your stupid
statements in The Collie Mail, you will see that what we said at the time was that the
company was always interested in Kemerron and so were we but it was made very clear to us
that it was not an available site. The Harvey Shire changed its position, quite laudably, from
a position in which it was vitriolically opposed to any industry going there to one in which it
was proposing it as a major industrial centre for the south west.

Mr BRADSHAW: Disregarding the follies involved with respect to the silicon smelter, it
certainly is welcome in the south west. Some people in Leschenault Parklands, which is
relatively close to the project, were not impressed. I guess that nobody is very happy to have
an industrial plant sited next to them, but it will bring many benefits to the south west. It will
provide employment and expand the population. It is quite welcome from that angle.
A few weeks ago the Premier std that we should avoid duplication of departments. I support
him in that effort. I hope his statement will not be like those of the previous Premier who
said, for example, that he wanted to get rid of the 17.5 per cent leave loading and then did
nothing about it. There is a lot of duplication. For example, there are both Federal and State
Health and Education Departments. I am sure we would be much better off if the Federal
departments no longer existed.

Mr Wilson: Did you say we should curtail the Federal departments?

Mr BRADSHAW: Yes. I do not want to get rid of the Minister's job. I said that I was
supporting the Premier's attitude because there is certainly a duplication of functions.
Recently, I read that the Federal Government was initiating a study into the health needs of
women. The State Health Department already has a unit involved with women's affairs. It is
studying the health needs of women in the State. it is a complete waste of money to have two
departments contributing to that area. I sometimes wonder whether the Federal Government
gets involved in such studies for political kudos or whether it does so in a genuine attempt to
help. womern

I also comment on the new Clifton Park Primary School which, as the member for Mitchell
pointed out, is the envy of many of the principals in the south west.
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Mr Pearce: All you have to do is say, "Thank you very much, Labor Government" and move
on to the next point.

Mr BRADSHAW: The Minister has left me speechless.

Mr Pearce: For all your comments about my performance in the Education portfolio, I
received a nice big poster saying thanks from the children at the Waroona Primary School.
Mr BRADSHAW: That is probably right, because the principal's sister is a Labor Party
member's secretary.

Mr Pearce: Years and years of Liberal Government did nothing for Waroona and we gave
them a brand new school on the site they wanted.

Mr Parker: People who are members of the Labor Party are the last people who give us
posters, I can tell you.

Mr BRADSHAW: I am not saying that he is a member of the Labor Party or a Labor Party
supporter. He just mentioned to me recently that his sister is a Labor Party member's
secretary.

Mr Parker: That's a close relationship!

Mr BRADSHAW: I think it is.
Mr Pearce: I[thought the children were grateful for their new school, and you should be too.
Mr BRADSHAW: They are. I am also grateful for the new Waroiona Primary School.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The children might like us to get back to the debate.

Mr BRADSHAW: The ex-Minister for Education knows that I certainly had an interest in
the Waroona Primary School.

Mr Pearce: You used to put out Press releases opposing it, as I recall.

Mr BRADSHAW: That is untrue. The Minister tended to try to spread rumours to that
effect, but it was completely untrue.
I certainly thank the current Government for the fact that we have new primary schools at
Clifton Park and Waroona. I know that the children in those places are also appreciative of
that.

We also have the new Australind High School, which is quite magnificent.

Mr Pearce: You've been doing pretty well down your way.

Mr BRADSHAW: That is because there is a good member there.
Mr Pearce: My brother is a senior master of English at the Australind High School. Next
you'll be saying that we only put the school there so he could get a job.
Mr BRADSHAW: I did not know that.

Currently there are not enough changerooms and toilets at the Australind High School. It is
very important that the students there have proper changerooms and sufficient toilets for their
numbers. Next year there will be an increase in the number of students because the school
began by catering for year one students and it increases a class each year.

Mr D.L. Smith: As you know, both the fanner Minister and the present Minister have visited
the high school and I am sure the problem will be rectified in the very near future.
Mr BRADSHAW: That may be so, but it is still subject to the Budget. We wait with bated
breath to see what the Budget will bring forth for the people in Australind.

The report of the Environmental Review and Management Program on the Dawesville Cut
was certainly welcome, even though it has been a long time coming.
Mlr Read: Have you seen it? It is very complex.

Mr BRADSHAW: No, [ have not managed to get hold of a copy of it yet. I hope there will
be one in my office when I get back to Harvey.
Mr Read: Don't condemn the time taken to release it without being aware of what was
involved in producing it.
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Mr BRADSHAW: I appreciate that a lot of effort went in from departments like the
Environmental Protection Authority, the Department of Agriculture and the Waterways
Commission.
Mr Parker: I can remember your party condening it when the issue was first raised some
years ago.
Mr BRADSHAW: We do not condemn it now and we put on record that we support the
Dawsvifle Cut, even though there may have been political manipulation in the release of the
report. Going back to 1985 the then Premier made a statement that the Government was
going ahead wit the Dawsville Cut, and here we are three years later -

Mr Read: Provided it was environmentally acceptable.

Mr BRADSH-AW: That was in the small print, so nobody knew about it.

Mr Read: Your leader said he had advice from appropriate authorities to say you could
proceed with the Cut without the report. Do you remember that?
Mr BRADOSHAW: As I have said, this was politically managed. We are coming up to
another election, and once we have been through the various stages the Government can
again promise to fix up the problems of the estuary. The other aspect which concerns me is
that in its Press release the Government said this could not be done by private enterprise.

Mr Read: There has been a study and a report done on that.

Mr BRADSHAW: I have heard that. The thing is, if there is a group in the community
which can do it, why ignore it?

Mr Read: Is there a group that can do it?

Mr BRADSH-AW: There is one which claims to be able to do it.

Mr Read: What approachies have they made?

Mr BRADSHAW: The story I have heard is that the group approached the Government and
was ignored. I have not been able to catch up with the people involved. When I put out my
Press release a few weeks ago regarding private enterprise being a good idea, an engineer told
me that his company was involved with a land owner there, and another major international
firm, which was prepared to do the project.

Mr Read: At no cost to the Government?

Mr BRADSHAW: I did not say that. All I am saying is that there is a group which is
prepared to do it, at less than it would cost the Government to buy the land and pay for the
Cut itself. I have also heard that the Government has had a report prepared by consultants in
Perth as to the viability of private enterprise under-taking the project. As I have said, if there
is a company prepared to do it, which has the ability and credentials, such as the firm I know
of, I see no problem in their doing it, particularly if it will save taxpayers' money.

The ministerial statement by the Minister for Racing and Gaming last week was welcomed
for the fact that $26 million is to be spent on various health issues around the State. Most of
those can be supported wit no problem whatsoever. However, it was interesting to note in
the statement that the Bicton Hospital is to be converted to a nursing home for disabled
patients. The lessee, the Hospital Benefit Fund, was taken by surprise to read that in the
newspaper. Not only the HBF but also the staff at that hospital were surprised and
unimpressed by that announcement. It was in bad taste for the Governiment to make that
statement without any consultation whatsoever. I put a question on notice, to which I
received a reply either yesterday or today, in which the Government said it had made a
mistake, and that the Bicton Hospital should not have been mentioned.

Mrs Beggs: The important thing is that we are going to make that money available for
housing those young disabled people.

Mr BRADSHAW: I said that was an admirable ting the other day, when I responded to the
Minister -

Mrs Beggs: It was unfortunate that an error was made, but it does not take away -

Mr BRADSHAW: But 100 people work at that hospital and they feared for their jobs. If the
Governiment is making $500 000 available it must surely have somewhere in mind, which
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makes me wonder if it is to be that hospital, as outlined in the report. I would not be
surprised if eventually the Bicton Hospital is the one to be convented. It begs the question, if
the Government is making $500 000 available, when is the nursing home to become available
for those young disabled people?
The other question which I asked, and to which I did not receive a satisfactory answer,
concerned the fact that nursing homes are the domain of the Federal Government. If they are
to be subsidised, the approval of the federal Government is needed. Has the State
Government addressed the Federal Government on that point?

Mr Wilson: Are you suggesting we should wait on the Federal Government before we do
anything?

Mr BRADSHAW: I am asking whether any approach has been made.

Mr Wilson: Of course we have, but we cannot wait for them to make up their minds before
we do something.

Mr BRADSHAW: If the Government has not had a reply from the Federal Government,
obviously it must have some idea of the ongoing cost to the State if it goes ahead with
subsidising nursing homes.

Mr Wilson: It depends to a large degree on what facility is decided upon eventually. I told
you in that answer today that a number of options were being pursued, and they were all
pursuant to negotiations and further arrangements, and that is the position.
Ms BRADSHAW: The Minister did not indicate what was happening with the Federal
Governiment in his reply.

Mr Wilson: You did not ask what was happening with the Federal Government.

Mr BRADSHAW: I did.

Mr Wilson: Sonry. The situation is that we cannot wait for the Federal Government to make
up its mind.

Mr BRADSHAW: My apologies to the Minister. I did not ask that in the question, but
obviously I was going to follow it up.

Mr Wilson: I am glad it has been clarified. [ take back my apology in that case.

Mr BRADSHAW: I had the Federal Government in mind, but obviously had not written that
question to include it.

Mr Wilson: I know you have it in mind now, so I am ready for it.

Mr BRADSHAW: I did not want to fire all my bullets at once, but that has now happened.
The other point concerns the Kamnien report, which will result in $2 million in funding for the
country areas where we need more doctors, not necessarily in my electorate but in further-
flung areas. There has always been a problem in getting doctors to the country areas, and I
am not sure that implementing the recommendations of this report will necessarily have the
dramatic effect that we would like. There are lots of reasons why doctors do not want to go
to country areas. Some do not like the idea, without even trying it. Some may feel they are
not sufficiently capable of working in the country without the back-up facilities available in
metropolitan hospitals. Often wives do not want to live in the country. There is also the
problem of educating their children at high school and tertiary levels. There are no facilities
in the country and they have to uproot them and board them in the metropolitan area. I
welcome the fact that $2 million is going into that. I think I did have a question on notice
regarding how far that money would go towards implementing it, but I do not believe I have
received an answer.

Mr Wilson: You did have an answer. The answer was that an implementation commuittee,
chaired by Professor Kamien, will be making recommendations about the prioritisation of the
implementation of his recommendations; and we believe he is the best person to be in charge
of that process.

Mr BRADSHAW: One of the other areas was the Royal Perth Hospital Rehabilitation
Centre, where $2.9 million will be used to build new operating rooms and support facilities.
The fact is that the beds there are already occupied, so if more people are put through the
system and more operating facilities are made available, there is nowhere to accommodate
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those people. It is no good having the capacity to operate on more people without having the
beds to put diem in.

Mr Wilson: We are looking to a greater use of day surgery procedures as one of the most
useful ways of dealing with waiting lists.

Mr BRADSHAW: I have been advocating more day surgical procedures for a long time, and
that is certainly the direction in which to move. However, it will be necessary that people be
educated to accept day surgery because it is not easy for a person to go into hospital, have a
local anaesthetic, get carved up. and then be shunted out again.

Mr Wilson: You will not be carved up very much under day surgery.

Mr BRADSHAW: Many reasonably sized operations are done these days under a local
anaesthetic, and the idea is that people who have day surgery performed come in and out of
hospital die same day so that beds are nor tied up for two or three days.

Mrs Beggs. Kentucky Fried medicine!

Mr BRADSHAW: The Minister can call it what she lies, but we have to reduce the cost of
our health services, and the world trend is towards day surgery. We have to try to get as
many people as we can through the system because the waiting lists are a problem.

Medicare has been a real problem in Australia, and I was pleased to hear thar the current
Minister for Health recognises that fact, because it has been said by other Ministers in this
place that Medicare is the greatest thing since sliced bread; Medicare is not the problem; it is
the doctors or the nurses or the ageing population. I quote from an article in the Sunday
Times of 1 May 1988 headed "Wilson plea for sick poor", where Mr Wilson is quoted as
saying "This will add to the growing disenchantment with Medicare."

Mr Wilson: That was said in the context of trying to get more money our of the Federal
Government,

Mr BRADSHAW: I kniow that, but the Minister does admit there are problems with
Medicare.

Mr Wilson: I think we could rightly saiy it is one of the greatest reforms of the 1980s, but it is
not succeeding because there has not been adequate funding by the Federal Government.
Mr BRADSHAW: It was reported in the Coastal Diserict Times of 19 May, under the
heading, "The agony of waiting", that a main called Mr Lee needed to have some cataracts
removed because he was going blind. The report says that about 2 000 namnes were on the list
above this man. I received a letter the other day from a woman who needs the same
operation. The date for her appointment in hospital is December 1989. She has gone blind in
one eye and is nearly blind in the other. Ir is obvious that by 1989 she will be completely
blind.

Ubhe member's time expired.]
MR P.J. SMITH (Bunbury) [9.25 pm]: I wish to commence .my response to the Address-in-
Reply by welcoming and congratulating the members for Ascot, Dale and Balga on their
election to the Parliament. I hope their time here will be enlightening as to the procedures
and the way we in this place perform our duties. I hope their time is productive and they can
make a contribution to Parliament, the welfare of their electors and to the State.
Enormous progress has been made in the south west area, and particularly in Bunbury,
through the South West Development Authority. I wish to congratulate Dr Ernie Manea,
who has recently retired from the South West Development Authority after five years at the
helm. He has now been elected to the Bunbury City Council, and I am sure that with him
guiding the council, Bunbury will continue to make great progress as the central point of the
Bunbury south west development strategy. Dr Manea deserves congratulations for the way
he has steered through many major projects. The most important project was the
establishment of the Bunbury institute of Advanced Education, which cost something lie
$7.5 million and now has 500 students attending, raking courses ranging from business
studies to nursing. A course which is very popular is the teaching course. The establishment
of the institute has enabled students from die south west to obtain a tertiary education, which
has eased the financial burden previously faced by their parents. Members who represent
country electorates will recognise the problem of qualified students, and their parents, in
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having to travel to Perth to obtain tertiary education, and the tremendous burden imposed on
them if they do not have either very cheap accomnmodation, or relatives wit whom they can
stay. The institute has brought to the area a range of people with new skills, particularly in
the arts and sciences, and they have been able to make a great contribution to Bunbwy and
the south west.
During the time that Dr Manea has been the Chairman of the South West Development
Authority mare than 200 projects have been put through, some small and some large. A
project with which both Dr Manea and I were intimately involved was the introduction of the
high speed train which runs regularly from Bunbury to Perth, and return. That train has been
a huge boon to the south west and has enabled people to travel swiftly to Perth, to spend a
full day there, and to return in comfort.
The second stage of "Bunbury 2000' is now under way, which will upgrade the human
services in the south west, such as services for the elderly, families, children and the
unemployed. I do not need to go over the great number of projects that have been established
in Bunbury because my colleague, the member for Mitchell, covered them in detail when he
was speaking. I could perhaps mention the family crisis centre, which will be set up under
the direction of a group called Waratah. I mention also the child care centres, which have
been of tremendous benefit to women who stay at home with children because it enables
them to get out to meet other people. It is also of benefit to families which have both parents
working, and to single parents, because it enables them to have their children looked after so
they can earn money to make a better economic life for their families.
Among the projects set up by the South West Development Authority is the museum study,
which was mentioned by the member for MitcheUl. That study has been far ranging, and I
must admnit that when it was set up my hope was that it would see a regional museum
established in Bunbury. However, it has been very interesting meeting the committee and the
consultants because they seem to feel that the need may not be for a museumn in the south
west so much as for museum services. I do not know what their report will eventually say,
but I am sure that once that report is submitted the Government will move quickly to improve
the museum services and perhaps establish a regional museum somewhere in the south west.
I am very pleased also to say that one of the first things Dr Ernie Manea did as Mayor of the
City of Bunbury - and I do not know whether he actually instituted the move or whether the
items were brought forward to the first night he was mayor - was to move to build a concert
hall. We have been after a concert hail for 90 years and it is now being planned. I hope the
decision will come to fruition in the next few months, although the building could take a year
or two.
Another of Dr Ernie Manea's aims, and the Government's aims, in the initial stages of
"Bunbury 2000". was to try to increase the population in the region to get real
decentralisation from the metropolitan area. Instead of having people flock from the country
to the city we would try to attract them to the region, with Bunbury and the south west as the
initial pilot project. We have been very pleased that to this stage there has been an increase
of some 20 000 people per year in the region, a growth of 16.7 per cent as opposed to the
State figure of around 10 per cent. When I was talking to Dr Ernie Manea recently he
expressed disappointiment that that figure of 20 000 per year is about the amount that the
Shire of Wanneroo grows in a year. We have certainly increased the number of people in the
south west but the metropolitan area continues to grow.
Mr Blaikie: How many people have moved inside the Bunbury town boundaries during the
last five years?
Mr P.J. SMITH: I do not know that figure. However,!I do not think it is important that they
move into Bunbury itself but rather that they move into the south west. Certainly Margaret
River has been a big growth area and, as the member for Vasse would know, the Busselton
area has also grown, as have Eaton and Australind.
Mr Blailcie: The Government can take absolutely no credit for the growth of Margaret River
and Mandurah.
Mr P.J. SMITH: That is a matter of opinion. Irrespective of who is responsible, it is
happening and that is all that matters. We are attracting people to the south west and that was
the aim of "Bunbury 2000" - to set up Bunbury as a regional centre of this growth.
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Mr Blaikie: I would be delighted to debate that with you in a public forum.
Mr P.S. SMITH: ibis is a public forum and the member for Vasse will have his turni to
speak very soon.

Another project under way is the setting up of a local enterprise committee to try to get some
smaller enterprises going in the region, as there is a gap in that area at the moment. I have
just returned from spending some time in the United Kingdom and one of the major projects
being undertaken by some of the development authorities over there was the development of
the local enterprise committees and the local enterprises scattered throughout their regions.
They are tryig to develop them as decentralisation. projects. These small enterprises of just
one or two people were looking for cheap factory accommodation in areas where they could
work and be encouraged. I hope this local enterprise committee is able to build further on
this in the south west area.

The Liberal Party has criticised us for failing to shift numbers of public servants down to
Buribury in particular, and to the south west generally, to fill the tower.

Mr Blaikie: No, you said you would have 650 people in there in 1984. That is what you
said. We have simply said to you, "Where are those 650 people?"

Mr P.J. SMI1TH: I do not know what that promise or statement was; all I know is that the aim
was to fill the tower, in the first place, and to continue with others. There has been plenty of
building in the south west, and plenty of relocation of officers down there. As the member
for Mitchell said, in the near future a computer back up centre is to be set up on the site of the
Bunbury Institute of Advanced Education which will mean an additional 30 computer
programmers and analysts with an $18 million computer which will be linked to the Bureau
West centre at Joondalup. Also, nine officers of the Valuer General's Department are due to
be relocated to Bunbury on 1 July. The tower may be filling slowly, but the civil servants are
coming down to the south west. For a member of the Opposition to say recently that we
should have offered that accommuodation to the Department of Social Security was wrong
because that would have involved our looking for other building space for the people who are
moving down. Social Security wanted far more room than is available and also wanted
ground floor access.

Mr Blaikie: How much vacant space is in the town now?

Mr P.J. SMITH: I think the member for Vasse knows the answer to that, as every second day
he places a question on the Notice Paper to that effect. I suggest he read his own questions.
One of the things that concerns me is that the Liberals try continually to undermine the
Govemmnent's successes by undermining the South West Development Authority. In
particular, various trmours are circulated. The Liberals have a couple of people on the
ground, going Mround and spreading rumours, handing out petitions about non-evehts, and
trying to undermine confidence and create panic and fear in people's minds; a suspicion that
perhaps the Government and the South West Development Authority are niot doing the job
they should be doing.

Mr Blaikie: Don't make vague comments like that - be specific. Who are the people who are
supposed to be doing that?

Mr P.J. SMITH: I am talking about the Leader of the Opposition, who came down and tried
to stir up the situation involving the caveat of the land for Lot 1, and some of the rumours Mr
Geoff Prosser's Press secretary has been trying to spread about various people by saying,
"We have heard a rumour, but don't quote me on this." When we trace it back it always
comes from that person or that office. My advice to the Opposition is to take notice of the
trends in political history over the years - if one is mean, nasty, and underhand, it always
reflects on one. If the Opposition does not have the policies then it is left with the nastiness.
Fortunately it will not be long before the people wake up to the Opposition. If the Opposition
got some policies, it would soon be sitting on this side of the House, but at the moment I
cannot see any Opposition policies for the south west and members opposite do not have very
much more time before the next election to get some.

The Liberals have suggested that they would not exactly close down the South West
Development Authority but would spread its functions out into a lot of smaller groups around
the south west. This has been tried elsewhere.
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Mr Blaikie: Can I just correct that straightaway? The Liberal leader has said that the South
West Development Authority will stay. It is quite wrong for you to say thac they have not
actually said they are not going to close it down.
Mr P.J. SMITH: Perhaps they will close it down, but my impression was that they would
spread it out around the area.

Mr Blaikcie: Don't start rumour-niongering.

Mr P.J. SMITH: If it is a rumour I hope the member for Vasse will correct me and the
electorate on it. It is a rumour that has come back to me.
Mr D.L. Smith: There are two questions: One is whether you will preserve it and the other is
whether you will be as generous as this Government is.
Mr Blaikie: I can assure you that we will be extremely generous.
Mr P.J. SMITH-: The Leader of the National Party had a few words to say today about the
South West Development Authority. He was critical because he said local government could
handle its functions just as well without the help - or, I think he was implying, the hindrance -
of the South West Development Authority. I refer -again to the United Kingdom situation.
They too had various critics from the local government bodies when they set up their
development authorities 20 years ago. People said, 'You are interfering and we can do it
better." But the tide of feeling over there has changed. Local government works very closely
with the development authorities, just as it is starting to do with the South West Development
Authority. Local authorities find that the services the South West Development Authority
offers can help them in that they do not have to negotiate w ith the various Government
departments and coordinate diem all. They are a part of the Government service.
I will spend a few moments now talldng about one of the hardy annual issues that has arisen -
it is almost a hardy monthly; that is, the subject of literacy and back-to-basics. It was
interesting to see a statement made in The West Australian on 3 May by Professor Scriven
under the headline "Teaching hopefuls failing Literacy". He went on to say that 40 per cent of
university graduates are failing the test because they do not know basic spelling, gramnmar,
and punctuation. He shot the blame straight back to the education system and I gather by that
that he was criticising the secondary teachers and perhaps even the primary teachers.

It worries me when somebody comes out and says it is a simple, basic test because no-one
ever knows what the test is. Having gone through the education faculty myself between 1961
and 1964, I know that they were exactly the same accusations as were made against us then
when we entered the faculty - accusations that we could not spell, or punctuate, and so on. In
fact, my tutor said to my group, "You really do have problems and you should retrain." I
know I have a problem with spelling.

Mr Clarko: Did you do a little test that you had to pass?

Mr P.J. SMITH: Yes, when I went through teachers college. I do not know how many
people can spell "lieutenant", and that was one of the words in the test. What always worries
me about academics is that, in the main, they tend to have breezed through school with very
few problems. They can spell, and punctuate, and do gramnmar. They can probably speak
properly too. Probably they had those skills almost from the day they were born - they did
not learn them. It is very difficult to show that, of course. Some one and a half million adults
who came through the old system that people seem to be praising, are functionally illiterate;
that is, they cannot read a newspaper, or Cannot understand it, anyway- They cannot fill out
simple forms. Some 50 per cent of the population have real problems with English spelling.
I will not go into that because I think there have been enough letters in the newspaper
recently criticising English spelling. It is a very difficult language with some basic rules and
exceptions to those rules and it is very difficult to learn.

Mr Clarko: I thought you were an English teacher.

Mr P.J. SMITH: I was a senior master of English.

Mr Clarko: Therefore, I thought you could spell without any trouble.

Mr P.J. SMITH: The only way I spell is with the use of a dictionary and when I was a
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teacher of English I taught my students that if in doubt they should use a dictionary. The
problem is that at least 30 per cent of our students, almost from the day they are born, have
difficulty spelling, and one can spell a word from a dictionary if one can spell the word. if
one knows how it starts, one has no problems.

Mr Clarke: If you are a senior master of English and you say you are not a marvellous
speller, perhaps that is an indictment of the spelling teaching you received when you were a
child.

Mr P.J. SMITH: That may be so, and that is the point I was coming to- We have had all these
criticisms of the literacy standards of students today, and they probably started with Plato.
The member for Karrinyup would recall the piece we had to read at university which stated
that all youth was degenerate, and so on. Every generation says that they breezed through
school. They worked hard but in the end they could spell perfectly. I have not found that,
even though a lot of people think they can spell perfectly. I wonder whether Professor
Scriven's remarks were prompted by an article in The West Australian on 29 April about a
study in Melbourne which compared errors in students' writing over a 10 year period and
found a general improvement in the standard of English. Those students had improved over
the students of 1974. 1 am not sure what system was in operation in Melbourne in 1974 but
in Western Australia in that year we had the first group of students coming through under the
old Achievement Certificate, which was the previous Government's attempt to raise literacy
standards and to improve teaching.

Mr Clarke: But teachers have moved back to giving greater emphasis to spelling inthe last
five years. In 1982 when I was the Minister for Education I went to schools and they had
spelling lists hanging from the ceilings of the classrooms, just as they had 20 years earlier.

Mr P1J. SMITH: As a senior master in English and as a person who had close contact with
teachers in primary schools, I never saw the teaching of spelling cease, as opposed to the
learning of lists of spelling. In the past students had to learn to spell words on a list and if
they did not get the words right they had to do it again. I never saw the teaching of spelling
go from the schools. Perhaps I was in a perfect school or a perfect area.
Mr Clarko: I think it declined in the 1970s because teachers decided they would not give
emphasis to it, for a variety of reasons.

Mr PT. SMITH: Exactly - they did not give emphasis to spelling. The essential thing in
communication was not to be able to spell but to be able to communicate.

Mr Clarko: I thinkc they went too far then.

Mr P.J. SMITH: That is possible, but it is not borne out by the evidence. The evidence
shows a slow improvement in standards. A problem facing the present Government when it
came to power was the concern of the community that despite the changes by the
Achievement Certificate, and despite the continued improvement in learning techniques, the
standards in both literacy and numneracy did not appear to be improving as much as we would
have liked. We were putting a lot of lime and effort into teaching but when we looked at
maths and grammar, the improvement did not appear to be great. That situation spawned the
Beazley report. The whole community was asked to look at the situation. for better or worse
Beazley stated that perhaps we had gone too far with our lassez-faire attitude; that there was
a need to be a little more structured in our courses.

Mr Clarko: Beazley was right and the community would agree with his recommendations.

Mr PJT SMITH: Generally, the community and the educators would agree with a need for a
more structured system but we did not need to return to the old system. Members may have
seen Birth of a Nation the other night - God help us if we ever return to that situation. That
was the way the oldies of today were brought up; they learned or they were belted. They
learned their maths and spelling by rote, and nothing else. It was a fairly easy thing to do for
those who could learn. Those who could not learn left school in their hundreds and
thousands, filling the low paid manual jobs available at that time.

The teachers of today are under tremendous pressure. They teach not only the basics, science
and maths, English and social studies, but also everything else that the community and
parents have advocated. If we feel a need exists today for people to be adaptable, to cope
with the tremendous changes in jobs and decisions in life, unfortunately, somewhere along
the line teachers will have to cope with that need..
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I believe the editorial in The West Australian of 4 May 1988 stated the real crux of the
situation of literacy as follows -

However, the solution does not lie exclusively with the education system. Literacy
has its beginnings in the home. It is up to parents to set a good example with their use
of the language and to encourage their children to spend less time watching television
and more time reading good books.

The member for Dale in his maiden speech criticised the Government for the way in which
the Unit Curriculum system was rushed upon teachers. The system was not rushed upon
teachers any more than perhaps the Achievement Certificate was in 1969-72. There is a limit
on how much time can be given while changing over a system in pilot schools before the
problems which people talk about, such as transferring from school to school, or State to
State, become apparent. Some schools would have introduced Unit Curriculum and others
would not, and there would be chaos in those schools that do not have Unit Curriculum when
teachers tried to introduce it and when students and teachers transferred between schools.

Mr Clarko: What the member for Dale said was excellent.

Several members interjected.

Mr P.J. SMITH: The member for Dale did praise the efforts of teachers and I know we all
praise them because last year was difficult for them and they were under tremendous
pressure. They had to set up a complete course for two years and split each subject up so that
not only would the courses be meaningful for the students, but also they would have to study
them, remember them and pass the tests. For the first time, teachers, parents and students
have appreciated the fact that we have a system whereby a student can fail a particular
course. This was not the case with the Achievement Certificate.

This year teachers have been pleased and surprised at the success of the Unit Curriculum. It
is successfuil and I know that it will continue to be successful.
Mr Clarko: It is a flop.

Mr PT1 SMITH: It is not a flop.

Mr Wiese: A single kid has not yet gone through it.

Mr P.1. SMITH: I am making ajudgment from the reaction of teachers, parents and students.
I suggest members opposite talk to them. I have spoken with them and the one thing they
said at the end of last year was that it was a stressful year, but they hoped it would work.
Now, as the first results have become known, they say it is working and I hope it will
continue to work.

Several members interjected.

Mr PT1 SMITH: The deputy principals of high schools have worked under tremendous stress
and they will need assistance each year because the timetabling is difficult and requires
computerised assistance.

Of course the Opposition would like to think that it has not been a success. They see it as
their job to undermine it. They must remember that every time they knock the teachers they
are undermining the confidence of the parents and the students, and eventually it will lead to
an undermumng of the education system.

We cannot afford to finish up with an education system that lacks confidence because of
rumours and untruths. The teachers are dedicated and we should give them full marks for
introducing a system which the community asked for; that is, a better system than the
Achievement Certificate and a much more efficient system than that which operated under
the Achievement Certificate. We need a system where children can achieve and the
Government, the public, and the teachers can be proud that we have such a system in the Unit
Curriculum.

MR MASLEN (Gascoyne) [9.54 pm]: I congratulate the three new members recently
elected to this House - the member for Dale, the member for Balga and the member for
Ascot.
First, I want to make a semi statement and not play politics with the disaster of cyclone
Herbie which devastated a large part of my electorate. I thank the Minister for Police and
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Emergency Services for the prompt action he took in visiting Camarvon and Denham. His
physical appearance in those areas was reassuring to those people who suffered great losses
in that disaster. 1 refer especially to the older members of the community who, in their
retirement, lost worldly possessions in the storm surge. His presence was comforting to
them. I thank also the Premier for his personal assurance to me in regard to that problem.

I shall document the most pressing issues facing the Gascoyne area in the wake of the
cyclone and I will commence with Carnarvon. Vegetable growers and banana growers
suffered crop losses of between 20 and 100 per cent. It is early in the season, but some
growers have spent $40 000 on plant seedlings and all of them have been blown away by the
winds. As well as that there was considerable damage to the banana plantations, as the
Minister for Agriculture said tonight, and it will be a while before we know the extent of the
damage that was done because of the complex nature of damage to banana plants in high
winds. The wind damages the fruit as well as the plants.

Also in the Carnarvon region we saw the loss of the Korean Star. A similar problem was
shared by half the prawning fleet which was caught at sea. Many of the fishermen have been
in contact with me and have indicated they were distressed that they were not informed by the
Bureau of Meteorology of the impending storm. I have some sympathy for the bureau
because it was a phenomenon that has never been experienced on this coast before.
Nevertheless, many of the fishermen are somewhat distressed because not enough warning
was given to the fleet at sea. I do not believe we should go on a witch hunt, but we should
find out the reason for insufficient warning of the cyclone to endeavour that it does not
happen again.

At the Shark Bay township of Denham the same problem was experienced by fishermen.
Many of the boats were in port and as it was an onshore wind many of the boats were badly
damaged and ended up on shore.

Mr Pearce: Were any boats actually fishing at the time?

Mr MASLEN: No, but some of them were at sea and the storm was registering on the radar.
They indicated to Canberra that something was amiss because of a drop in the barometer, but
they were told that nothing was wrong. it was a freak phenomenon and no-one is to blame.
We must look at the situation constructively and endeavour to make sure that it does not
happen again.

Problems were experienced with storm surge which ran up to two metres and flooded houses
on the main street. Together with the Minister for Police and Emergency Services I inspected
some of the houses. Because the damage was caused by storm surge the owners are not
covered by insurance. If the roof of a house had been damaged the insurance would have
covered it. The Government will endeavour to compensate people for the damage which is
not covered by insurance.

As a result of the damage to boats, both in Camarvon and Denham, there will be loss of
earnings because the people will not be able to use the damaged equipment for some time.
That is another cost to be borne by the community one way or another.

The salt operation at Useless Loop suffered substantial damage and although the pans were
not badly affected, the levee baniks, where the salinity of the water is built up before it is
pumped into the evaporation pans for salt production, were damaged to the extent of
$4 million. I believe that insurance will cover that loss, but nonetheless it is a tragedy for the
people employed by the company and the company operating the plant.

Further inland the already drought ravaged countryside - it has been affected by drought for
almost two and a half years - received high velocity winds of 140 to 150 kilometres an hour
and the sand was driven at such a speed that it blasted the paint off fuel drums. It is not hard
for members to imagine the damage suffered by unprotected trees and plants in that area.
The country suffered defoliation of perennial plants and many plant roots were damaged by
wind erosion. Consequently, the stock which is already in poor condition has no feed on
which to survive, and it will be a matter of urgency to assist these people to move their stock
to other pastures since it is uneconomical to feed stock in that area as a long term prospect.

As I mentioned earlier, some fishermen off the Gascoyne coast feel somewhat dismayed and
perhaps angry; they are inclined to blame the Bureau of Meteorology for the fact that they
were caught at sea. However, as I mentioned earlier, we must investigate the reason in a
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very pragmatic way and try to make sure that it does not happen again. I call upon the
Government to declare the area affected by cyclone Herbie an the Gascoyne coast and the
neighbouring region - which was affected by sandblastring - a disaster area.
It would be remiss of me not to mention the work done by volunteers; the shire workers of
Carnarvon and Denham who worked throughout the storm to make sure that people were
adequately cared for, and the Stare Energy Commuission workers who did a magnificent job
particularly in the township of Denhamn ensuring that the power was not off for more than
three hours. They almost rewired the whole town and worked in a very commendable
manner. I also congratulate the citizens for the way they kept their heads, and the stronger
citizens for comforting the older people who found it distressing to see their houses wrecked
and flooded, and did not know what would happen next. The State Emergency Service
coordinators and volunteers worked long and hard. As for those who were directly affected -
the growers, fishermen and pastoralists - they have lived in the country for a long time; they
knew when they moved to the area that it was a hard country and I am sure they are made of
stem enough stuff to pick up the bits and pieces and rebuild their lives. With a small amount
of assistance and encouragement they will be back in production for the good of the State
before very long.

I move now to problems affecting the remote areas of this State. Since the beginning of this
parliamentary session much of the debate has pivoted around the alleged mismanagement of
"Western Australia Incorporated". I point out to members of the House that when travelling
toughout the electorate of Gascoyne and the neighbouring electorate of Murchison-Eyre,
one is aware of the perception that some impropriety has taken place although it may not be
strictly illegal. I share this feeling that impropriety has taken place. In fairness to the people
of the area and their belief that something is amiss, I give some examples: The Rothwells
bale out, the Holmes a Court bale out, the SGIC involvement in various affairs, the collapse
of the Teachers Credit Society and the subsequent saga of the incompetent directors of that
society, and the notorious Martin-Brush affair. People in that area can now watch the
television at night, they read the newspapers and they listen to the radio.
Mr Pearce: Did they get the report that Brush and Martin were found innocent.

Mr Lightfoot: They were found not guilty, the Minister should be more accurate.

Mr M[ASLEN: They are aware that Brush and Martin were found not guilty of the offence
with which they were charged. Perhaps the charge laid was not the correct one. Many
hardworking men and women are on pay as you earn incomes in the work force and many
people are trying to run small businesses; how do these people relate to such failures as the
TCS and the Martin-Brush affair? These honest, hardworking people are aware that these
failures were caused by those two most unfortunate human traits - greed and incompetence. I
am aware of an individual who did not agree with the account he received from a monstrosity
such as Telecom. Hie is a pensioner living in Cue whose telephone has been cur off, even
though he is on strong medication, because he disagreed with the account sent to him. How
does this retired man of 77 years of age react to his telephone service being cut off when
people who have apparently mishandled or misappropriated millions of do~ars of other
people's money are walking the streets? In another case an amount of $250 was paid into an
account mn 1984-85 by a man and his wife. The chartered accountant who was employed to
submit their taxation return did not pick up that amount. 'That couple has now been hit with a
$1 000 fine or back payment to the Taxation Department because of an innocent mistake.
That mistake was made by a professional person employed to settle their return. How do
such a couple become reconciled to the fact that they have been penalised for a genuine
mistake, when a director of Teachers Credit Society has apparently not been penalised? As
the director of a company I am very much aware of the responsibilities of directorship and I
am also aware of the penalties incurred if people betray that trust and responsibility. How do
the small people in the work force - I dare say it applies also to people in the cities - who are
trying to make a decent life for themselves and their families, reconcile themselves to the
failures of the high flyers and the constant baling out when they are subject to the fulfl force
of the law for relatively minor offences? Members of this House cannot really blame any
members of our society who, when they see the sorts of things that are happening, consider
any connection between law and justice is strictly coincidental. I mention these matters
because this is something that has taken up a considerable amount of time during this debate.
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I flaw turn to the bread and butter problems facing the people of this State, and especially
these people in my electorate. This includes such things as disincentives caused by the
Taxation Commuissioner's intransigent requirements. I said earlier that there is a lack of
funds allocated for the development and maintenance of the country road system that services
the wealth producing areas of the State. There are pressures placed on many communities. I
know that this happens in the city and suburbs as much as it does in the country, although I
dare say it is more aggravated in the country. However, there are pressures put on
comnmunities by what I consider to be obstruction by Government departments. I will be a
little specific about this. I do not blame this Government for this because I have been in
business for a long time and these things seem to happen regardless of which Government is
in power. However, it is something that some Government must tidy up.

I will be specific and mention such departments as the State Planning Commission, the
Environmental Protection Authority, the Department of Land Administration and the like. It
is not always the fault of Government, as I have said before, but in some cases the department
lacks a positive direction from the Government of the day. I believe there is an urgent need
to amend the Acts that cause problems for local authorities, especially those in country towns.
They are the Acts that affect the administration of community needs; for example, the mining
tenement lease requirements as opposed to local government town planning requirements.
Local governiment's responsibility to provide communications and health facilities to its
citizens is aggravated by the refusal of both State and Federal Governiments to communicate
and cooperate with shires which, after all, are the ones which end up carrying the can.

I will now refer specifically to the policies of the State and Federal Governments as they
pertain to Aboriginal communities. There seem to be different groups that go out and spend
heaps of money, supposedly to assist these people, yet they cannot communicate with the
local shires, which have responsibility for supplying communities with health and access
facilities. It just goes on. It is like a little world of its own, especially around Jigalong and
Wiluna.

There are also problems in our community, which were mentioned tonight by a previous
speaker and which face our children in relation to educational requirements. For example, in
places such as Gascoyne Junction and Meekatharra schoolroom accommodation is taxed to
the limit. In Meekatharra there are almost no toilet facilities at the school - they are grossly
inadequate. Throughout the remote electorates in particular there is also the problem of the
discipline of children in schools. We all know that corporal punishment is gone - and what a
draconian method of getting kids to smarten up it was. I was fortunate enough to be sent to a
boarding school for the I I years of my education where what I learned was thrashed in
through my backside. However, I do not think that it did any harm.

The rapid increase in miming activity throughout the goldfields has led to a corresponding
demand for housing, land and services which has put pressure on Governments to supply
infrastructure, schools, health facilities, power, water and communications, to name the most
pressing. Planning for and provision of these requirements is certainly lagging behind
demand. There is also a need to look at the franchises that have been granted to various
transport operators who are carting produce or required goods into areas, particularly the ones
granted before the upsurge in activity, and also at the airline services in these areas. There
needs to be an inquiry into airline services because they are becoming inadequate. They were
okay when there was room for only one operator to make a quid and he had to be given a
franchise. However, we now badly need competition, particularly in Meekatharra and Mt
Magnet. It is almost impossible to get a flight in or out of Meekatharra *iithout waiting for
three weeks.

There are also very real problems in the outer areas in relation to police manning levels. Mt
Newman and Marble Bar should be investigated to ensure the adequacy of service is
maintained. It is also necessary to ensure that adequate housing is provided for police
officers stationed in remote areas so as to avoid the situation that currently exists at Wiluna.
There is also the question of allowances for travel, and of camping allowances offered to
police officers in remote areas. They seem to be in the same bracket whether in Karratha or
Wiluna and I think the people who have been to those places would real*s that conditions at
Wiluna are far more disadvantageous for those patrolling the area tha they are at Karratha.
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I have covered most of the actual problems that people face in more remote areas. However,
I reiterate that the expenditure, especially of the Federal Department of Aboriginal Affairs,
should be investigated because there seem to be many different groups from different
departments spending money. 1 do not see any benefit in that particular expenditure, mainly
because I know many of these people, have good firiends among them, and am told that the
money is not being spent, or is not getting through to them and being of benefit to them. I do
not blame any particular Government department for that because this has been going on for
a long time. However, I ask that the current Government and future Governments consider
communicating with these people and the people who live near to them, or with them, in
order to ensure that the money or assistance goes to them and not to the bureaucracies that are
getting fat on that money.

I will highlight the most pressing problems facing remote areas. They are: Communications,
because Telecom seems to be overloaded wherever one goes, but I believe that is being
remedied; and the cost of services to develop remote areas - water, sewerage and serviced
lands, because what is available is prohibitive in cost, and there is not much available,
anyway. There is also the mailer of the very real conflict of interest between bureaucratic
ideology and interpretation of Acts which tend to work at loggerheads - for example, the
Local Government Act and the Mining Act.

Mr Troy: To what extent does the member think country telephone services are subsidised?

Mr MASLEN: I do not know whether the Minister wants to make two wrongs make a right.

Mr Troy: Is the member suggesting that country telephones be handed to the private sector?

Mr MASLEN: I have not made any suggestion whatever. The Minister must have been
asleep.

Mr Troy: What are you suggesting?
Mr MASLEN: I have just made a statement that the Telecom system is overloaded. That is a
statement of fact.
Mr Troy: Most country clients would be interested in your party's position on that.

Mr MASLEN: I am not speaking on that; I just made a statement of fact, but I am quite
prepared to go through the figures with the Minister at some other time.

Mr Reg Tubby: We would be interested to know if that situation is going to improve.

Mr MASLEN: I have already mentioned the problem of the conflict of interest in land use
between mining and local government, and the need for more airline seats in and out of
places like Meekatharra and Mt Magnet. To reiterate, this is a very pressing need. There is a
pressing need for improved police manning levels and accommodation. Last, but not least,
there is the major problem of the need for funding for local government to allow an
expansion and an improvement in the road system for the welfare of the State.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr House.

House adjourned at 10.21 pm
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APPENDIX A

PERTH TECHNICAL COLLEGE-THE ZIG-ZAG CIRCLE

1984

Shte owned by W.A. Govt
* Used for Education
* Historic Buildings

W.A. D.C. Call Tenders to Sell: But
then February 1985 obtain private
valuation

1985 _______

Ignoring Tender Process, Burke
Govt. agrees to sell to W.A.D.C.

$20.5 M

Sale 20/12/85-0
Payment 27/6/86

1985

W.A.D.C. Sells site, 20/12/85J
$33.5 M

Purchase by
State Super Bd 50%
Bond Corp. 25%
Connell 25%

All money put up by SSB-Free
Ride Bond/Connell

1986

June
SSB Revalues in Books to $35 M
558 still the only party to have paid
out cash.
W.A.D.C. had use of purchase
moneys for 6 months w/o paying

November
Govt. Rescue of Roth wells
(Connell Co.)
SGIC buys Con nell's interests in
P.T.C., & D.J. sites for $30 MI.
P.T.C. now

SSB (still all funds) 50%
Bond 25%
SGIC 25%

1987

SQIC swaps its 25% share or D.J.
site for Bonds 25% share of P.T.C.
site
P.T.C. site then-

SSB 50%
SOJC 50%

SSB still the only party to have put
up funds-Connell took profit,
Bond now has free ride as to 2 5% of
D.J. Site.

1988

SSB & SGIC sell site to
Packer/Anderson
Claimed $67 MI profit on this and
associated deals off-set by
* Massive lease-back commitment
* Commitment to property trust

*SLeae ack b

" Property Trust
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

R & IBANK
capital

31. Mr MacKiNON, to the Treasurer:

(1) Has the Rural & Industries Bank increased its capital since 1 July 1987?

(2) If so, when, by how much and from what source?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) An amount of $35 million was provided to the R & I Bank from Consolidated
Revenue Fund. The increase in capital reflected the R & I's outstanding
performance in expanding its business operations, and increased prudential
requirements set by the Reserve Bank with which the R & I has traditionally
complied.

GOVERNMIENT DEPARTMENTS
Telephone Numbers - 008

37. Mr HOUSE, to the Premier:

(1) Which State Government departments or agencies have a 008 telephone
number?

(2) Are there plans to increase the number of State Government departments and
agencies that have a 008 telephone number?

(3) If yes to (2), which departments or agencies and when?

The answer was tabled.

[See paper No 195.1]

STATE GOVERNMENT -FINANCE
Silicon Smelter - Picwan

38. Mr COWAN, to the Deputy Premier

(1.) What financial commitments has the Staid Governent made in relation to the
relocation of the silicon smelter from Picton to Kemnerron?

(2) What is the estimated total cost of each of these commnitments?

Mr PARKER replied:

Legislation to vary the silicon agreement will be introduced to the House in
the near future. This will contain details of the financial arrangements which
have been agreed between the State Government and Barrack Silicon.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL
Appointment

82. Mr MacKINNON, to the Deputy Premier
(1) When is the proposed Economic Development Council announced by the

Government in June,1987 likely to be appointed?

(2) What is the reason for the delay in its appointment?

Mr PARKER replied:

(l)-(2)
The council is being developed in conjunction with the structuring of the
Ministry of Economnic Development and Trade.
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REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT
"Albany Tomorrow" - Commzunity Services

100. Mr WAIT, to the Minister representing the Minister for Community Services:

As the "Albany Tomorrow' program published in January 1986 committed the
Government to "completely upgraded community services for Albany and the
Great Southern Region", could the Minister please provide details of the
complete upgrading which has taken place?

Mrs BEGGS replied:

Upgrading of the following areas has occurred since January 1986.

Appointment of departmental officers to specialist areas has occurred.
Located at Albany, with divisional responsibilities, are -

clinical psychologist - 1986;
child protection worker - 1986;
substitute care officer - 1987.

At Gnowangerup, a community development officer was appointed in 1987.
A consolidated and systematic approach to the non-custodial areas of
sentencing in the juvenile justice area has been developed within the great
southern division.

Two family resource workers have been appointed; one at Narrogin in 1988
and the other located in the Lake Grace area in 1986.
An education officer position has been established at Katanning.

The appointment of an additional child protection officer located at Narrogin
has been approved, and will be advertised within the next six weeks.

Assistance has been given to the following community based services -

The Incest Survivors Group, located at Albany;
a child care commnittee, located at Albany;
a family support service at Albany;
an occasional care centre which also includes as part of this project, a
mobile occasional care service, commencing in June 1988 at
Onowangenip;
a youth committee has been developed in Gnowangerup;
a drop-in centre at Narrogin;
a pme-teen centre at Katanning;
a community centre at Katanning;
establishment of two rural counselling services - Southern Ag Care and
Central Ag Care.

STATE GOVERNMIENT REVENUE
Road Tax - Bulk Fuel Transport

128. Mr& CASH, to the Treasurer:

(1) What is the proposed rate that the Government intends to impose in respect of
its earlier announced road-cast recovery from the changes in the bulk fuel
deregulation move?

(2) On what basis is the charge to be levied?

(3) How much revenue is expected to be raised in the next financial year by this
de facto road maintenance tax?

(4) Will all the revenue from this de facto road maintenance tax be spent on road
maintenance in the areas in which the tax was generated?

(5) If not, why not?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) The rate of the charge has been set at .25c per net tonne kilometre.
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(2) The Department of Transport's report on bulk fuel transport policy shows that
the added expenditure imposed on the State by allowing fuel to transfer from
rail to road is not adequately offset by the revenues accruing to the State from
existing road user charges. The new charge assists in offsetting this shortfall.

(3) Not applicable. There is nio de facto road maintenance tax.

(4) Not applicable.

(5) Not applicable.

COMPANIIES CODE
Company Winding Up - Legal Representation

160. Mr CASH, to the Minister representing the Attorney General:

(1) Is it a fadt that the Companies Code currently does not provide for companies
to be represented in court other than by solicitors or other legally qualified
persons?

(2) If yes, has he given consideration to having an official liquidator represent a
fundless company in court in respect to the following matters -

(a) take simple legal actions for recovery of debt;

(b) to make applications in relation to -

(i) injunctions;
(ii) the examination of officers wider section 541

of the Companies Code;
(iii) to make general applications;

(c) to examine officers of the company or other parties as definied by
Section 541(2)(a) and (b) before the Registrar or Master of the
Supreme Court?

(3) If not, why not?

Mr GRILL replied:

(1) Yes. The Supreme Court rules require that a company must be represented in
court by a legal practitioner.

(2) No.

(3) The Commonwealth Law Reform Commission's General Insolvency Inquiry
is addressing the problems associated with winding up assetless companies.
Consideration will be given to its recommendations as soon as these are
available.

MOTOR VEHICLES
Bankruptcy - Registration of interest

161. Mr CASH, to the Minister representing the Attorney General:

(1) Has he been approached by representatives of the accounting profession to
have legislation amended to allow the registration of an interest by official
liquidators and trustees for bankruptcy in relation to motor vehicles?

(2) If yes, what action has he taken?

Mr GRILL replied:

(1) One submission has been made which does not purport to represent the
accounting profession.

(2) The Chattel Securities Act 1987, will provide a mechanism for registration of
security interests in motor vehicles.
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ADOPTION
Families - idenit~ing Information

167. Mr BRADSH-AW, to the Minister representing the Minister for Community Services:
(1) Can descendents of deceased adoptees obtain information with regard to the

adopted parent's natural parents?
(2) If not, is there any intention to amend the relevant legislation?
Mrs BEGGS replied:
(1) Under section 24AA(7) of the Adoption of Children Act 1896, the director

general, subject to the approval of the Minister, can release identifying
information that is held by the Department for Commuunity Services to
relatives under special circumstances - for example, for health reasons or
where the parties are deceased.

(2) A review of the provisions of the Adoption of Chidren Act will begin in July
1988 anid the matter will be examined at that time.

TEACHERS CREDIT SOCIETY'
R & I Bank - Government Guarantee

173. Mr MacKINNON, to the Treasurer:
(1) Is it correct that in the report of the Administrator of the Teachers Credit

Society losses of $43.6 million were reported and responsibility for thenm was
accepted by the State Government?

(2) Is it also correct that the Government gave a guarantee to the Rural and
Industries Bank to make good any further losses which would crystallise over
the folowing two years?

(3) As several months have now passed since this report was issued, will the
Government please inform the House of the amount of further losses which
have "crystallised" in the interim?

(4) What is the Government's estimate of -the total amount of future liability to the
taxpayer from this arrangement? -

(5) When the Swan Building Society collapsed the Government bailed it out to
the sum of $13.3 million. Have any funther losses been identified which wiLi
lead to even more taxpayers' funds being committed to this institution?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
(1) No. The report of the Administrator of the Teachers Credit Society refers to a

provision for bad and 'doubtful debts of $62.5 million. That comprised
realised losses of $28.3 mrillion and a provision of $34.2 million for further
losses that may crystallise over time. The realised losses were funded through
the society's reserves, the sale of certain of its business operations and assets
to the R & I Bank and an immediate $4.4 million cash injection by the
Government. The Government agreed to fund any future loan losses -
estimated at $34.2 million - plus any operating losses as they crystallise.

1(2) No. The Government has indemnified the R & I Bank for two years but only
against losses, if they emerge, from the non-commnercial loans portfolio it
purchased from the society.

(3) The administrator has not revised the provision of $34.2 million.
(4) The Government's estimate is dependent upon the administrator's provision

which has not been revised.
(5) The $13.3 million represents the estimated costs over rime, An amount of

$1.3 million has been advanced to cover a loss which is the subject of legal
action.
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STATE GOVERNMENT EX]PENDITURE
Consolidated Revenue Fund

174. Mr MacKINNON, to the Treasurer:
(1) Can the Government explain exactly why Consolidated Revenue Fund

expenditure on general public and other services for the first nine months of
the 1987-88 financial year are already above the full year estimate?

(2) Have payments been made this year to the Rural and Industries Bank from
CRE, and if so, how much?

(3) What was the purpose of those payments?
Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

The overexpenditure of $5 082 985 for the nine months ended 31 March 1988
reflects in the main unbudgeted payments as follows -

Rural and Industries Bank - capital injection of $35 million to comply
with the prudential requirements laid down by the Reserve Bank;
Teachers Credit Society - $4.4 million towards losses; and
superannuation - $35.3 million to meet the cost of lump sumn payments
in accordance with the Government Employees Superannuation Act
1987.
BUILDING MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY

Tsigulis and Zuvela - Parliament House
177. Mr MacK.LIJNON, to the Minister for Works and Services:

(1) When did the BMA commnission Tsigulis and Zuvela Pr Ltd as architects for
the Parliament House extensions?

(2) Did he approve the appointment?.
(3) If so, when?
(4) To date, how much has been paid to the architects for this commission?
(5) What are the terms of their appointment?
(6) Why were the normal qualifying periods and contract letting rules and

conditions waived by him to allow the appointment of Tsigulis and Zuvela?
(7) What other work has been allocated to this partnership since 1 January 1988?
Mr TROY replied:
(1) The Building Management Authority commissioned the firm Tsigulis and

Zuvela on I11 Fel'ruary 1988.
(2) No.
(3) Not applicable.
(4) $8000.
(5) The terms of appointment are the usual conditions applied to such

commissions and are those contained within the Building Management
Authority's "Detailed Instructions to Commissioned Consultants".

(6) The appointment of Tsigulis and Zuvela was within normal qualifying periods
and contract letting rules and conditions.

(7) None.
PARLIAMENT HOUSE

Building and Construcdion - Extension Plans
178. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for Works and Services:

(1) When were plans for the current extensions at Parliament House first
prepared?
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(2) Who authorised their preparation?
(3) Did these plans include the provision of a gymnasium facility?
(4) Will he table those plans?
(5) If not, why not?
Mr TROY replied:

On the initiative of die Speaker, a scheme showing extensions of the terrace
adjacent to the Members' Bar was prepared by the Building Management
Authority in November 198?, and was presented to the Speaker on
1 December 1987.

(3) Yes.
(4) No.
(5) The approved drawings are available through the Joint House Conmmittee.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
Personnel - Employment

189. Mr COWAN, to the Speaker:
Who is the employer of staff of the Legislative Assembly -

(a) the Presiding Officer; or
(b) the Clerk of the House?

The SPEAKER (Mr Bamnett) replied:
The established practice in die Legislative Assembly is that appointments to
the staff of the Legislative Assembly are made by the Clerk, with the approval
of the Speaker.

AGRICULTURE, DEPARTMENT OF
Personnel

194. Mr HOUSE. to the Minister for Agriculture:
(1) How many people in total are employed by the Western Australian

Department of Agriculture?
(2) How many of these people are permanently stationed in the metropolitan area?
(3) How many motor vehicles in total are seconded to the Department of

Agriculture in Western Australia?
(4) How many people, and what amnount of money, was paid in the last financial

year to people using their own motor vehicles on business for the Agriculture
Department?

(5) How many Department of Agriculture people took overseas trips at
Government expense in the financial year 1986-87?

(6) What was the total cost of those trips to the Government for those people who
were permanent employees of the Department of Agriculture?

(7) Into what category did the others fall?
The answer was tabled.
[See paper No 196.1

HOUSING
Government Investigator

201. Mr LEWIS, to the Premier:
Has any Minister ina his Government commissioned a person, on a payment for
expenses basis, to investigate with a view of trying to establish an intent
between the Housing Industry Association, the Master Builders Association
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and others, including the Builders Registration Board, to put aside legitimate
complaints of the home building consumer?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
The question is unclear; if the member cares to be more specific, the question
will be referred for consideration and response.

WATER SUPPLY
Kununurra

226. Mr STEPHENS, to the Minister for Water Resources:
(1) With respect to the water supply for Kununurra, is it correct that the water

from 'the diversion darn is of a better quality than that supplied from the
borefleld?

(2) If yes, what are the reasons for not using the dam?
Mr BRIDGE replied:
(1) Kununurra 's reticulated water supplies are derived from an underground

aquifer. The six bores of the borefield are located adjacent to Lake
Kununurra, this lake being funned by the diversion dam. Thus the borefield
aquifer is supplied from the lake.
The borefield water is of a significantly higher quality than the lake water.
The three main areas of quality improvement are as follows -

temperature - the water is cooled in its underground passage to the
aquifer;
turbidity - during the wet season the Ord River water carries a
significant silt load thus discolouring the water in the lake. Such water
is unacceptable without the provision of a clarification treatment
process;
contamination - the lake water is contaminated by excrement from
bird, animal and marine life as well as recreational use of the lake.
The passage of water from the lake to the borefield undergoes a natural
sand filtration process.

(2) Not applicable.
ROADS

Bicentennial Road Signs

235. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Transport:
(1) Is he aware of concern, especially in country areas of Western Australia, of the

proliferation of bicentennial road signs announcing that various bridge,
crossing, culvert or road widening or road building projects are proudly
sponsored by the Commonwealth Government under its bicentennial road
grant funding?

(2) Can he say if it is a condition of the bicentennial road grant to erect such signs,
and if so did he or his department question the value of this Commonwealth
Government campaign of self-praise and congratulation?

(3) What is the number of these signs, and the average cost of the signs that have
been erected in WA during the past two years?

(4) Will he advise the Federal Government that as it raises in excess of $6 500
million from fuel taxes, and returns only about 20 per cent of these funds to
road building and road maintenance projects, the money spent on these signs
would be better directed to road improvement programmes?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) I have had one letter of complaint from a country shire council.
(2) In my view, it is reasonable that the Commonwealth Government should draw

attention to the funding of significant road and bridge projects which they
have funded.
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(3) This information is not readily available.
(4) Funding under thxe Australian Bicentennial Road Development Act ceases

31 December 1988. Discussions on the need for replacement legislation has
already taken place with the Federal Minister and his staff on matters of policy
and administrative procedure. I expect to have fur-ther discussion with the
Federal Minister. Arrangements have been made for further discussions
between officers of the federal and State Governments. Signing requirements
will be one of the. items to be discussed.

LAND USE
Canning Location 1073

239. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for Lands:

(1) Has a decision yet been made with respect to the future use of Canning
Location 1073 Reserve No 27598 - formerly Lot 58 on Canning Location
25 Plan 8209 - as advised in the answer to question 2419 of 11I November
1987?

(2) If not, when is it expected that a decision will be made with respect to this
land?

Mrs HENDERSON replied:

(1) No.

(2) Policy issues for cases of this kind - former section 20A, Town Planning
and Development Act - are currently under consideration. The timing of
specific decisions will depend upon the resolution of those issues.

FOOD IRRADIATION
Inquiries

240. Mr Mac KINNON, to the Minister for Health:

(1) Referring to question 1752 of 17 September 1987, has the question of food
irradiation now been considered by the House of Representatives inquiry?

(2) If not, when is it expected that inquiry will be completed?

Mr WILSON replied:

(1) Ws.
(2) Not applicable.

GUARDIANSHIP ANT) ADMINISTRATION BILL
Introduction

241. Mr MacKINNQN, to the Minister for Health:

Is it the Government's intention to introduce the proposed guardianship and
administration B ill during the current session of Parliament?

Mr WILSON replied:

Yes.'
BUS SHELTERS

Government Grants to Local Authorities

242. Mr MacKJNNQN, to the Minister for Transport:

(1) What funding assistance does the Government provide to local authorities,
on an annual basis, for the construction of bus shelters?

(2) What amount of funding was provided to the:

(a) City of MelvilWe; and

(b) City of Canning

during the financial years -

(i) 1985-86; and

(ii) 1986-87?
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(3) What amount of ftirding has been provided or allocated co the -

(a) City of Melville; and
(b) City of Canning
during the current financial year?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) Governiment provided funding to local authorities of a set figure per shelter

which was reviewed annually. Generally the subsidy equated to 50 per
cent of the capital cost of the type of shelter erected. Due to budgetary
constraints the subsidy was discontinued in 1987-88,

(2) Melville Canning

1985-86 $2 125.00 $2 575.00
1986-87 $3 202.50 $1 820.00

(3) Answered by (1).

PRIMARY EDUCATION
East Leeming Primary School - Building and Construction

243. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for Education:
(1) Is construction of the East Leeming Primary School listed for

consideration under the capital works program for 1988-89?
(2) If so, when is it likely construction of the school will commence?
(3) When is it anticipated the school will be ready for intake of students?.
Dr LAWoRENCE replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Shortly.
(3) At the beginning of the 1989 school year.

PAMPHLET
"Jeff Carr reports ... getting resuts for Geraldton" Government Assistance

251L. Mr MacKINNON, to the Premier:
Did the Government contribute in any way towards the cost of publishing and
distributing the colour pamphlet entitled "Jeff Canr reports . .. getting results
for Geraldron"?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
No.

GOVERNMENT ADVERTISING
Costs

252. Mr MacKINNON, to the Treasurer:
For the period 1 July 1987 to 31 March 1988 what have been the amounts
spent on departmental and instrumentality non-classified advertising?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
This information is not readily available as there is no total allocation for non-
classified advertising in the State Budget and I am advised that this global
information will take considerable time to obtain and collate. Given other
pressing work commitments, I am not prepared to commit Treasury resources
to this task at this time but, if the Leader of the Opposition could advise me of
his specific needs, I will arrange for Treasury to extract the specific details and
advise him in writing.
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INLAND WATERWAYS
Warnbro

253. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for Environmnent:

(1) Have the conditions referred to in the answer to question 2384 of 10
November 1987 yet been set?

(2) If so, when were those conditions set?

(3) What were the conditions?
(4) If the conditions have not yet been concluded, when will they be?

Mr HODGE replied:
(1) No.

(2) Not applicable.

(3) Not applicable.

(4) Negotiations with decision making authorities have been protracted.
However, it is anticipated that the conditions will be set in the near future.

HOMES WEST
Rented Housing -Building and Construction

255. Mr LEWIS, to the Minister for Housing:

(1) How many private units of rental accommodation were built and
completed from 1 July 1987 to 30 April 1988 under the scheme where

- Homeswest makes available to selected developers land for development at
attractive purchase terms?

(2) What was the number of units targeted to be built under this special
scheme within the same period of time?

Mrs B EGGS replied:

(1) A total of 67 units of private rental accommodation to be built by
developers on land sold to them by Homeswest on deferred tenms since 1
July 1987. So far no units have been completed although construction is
due to start shortly.

(2) No specific target was set by Homeswest. A number of suitable sites for
medium density housing were made available from which developers
could select land for development for private rental accommUodation. Units
have to be retained as private rental accommodation for a minimum period
of three years.

STATE PLANNING COMMISSION
Land Subdivisions

256. M& LEWIS, to the Minister for Planning:

What is the current average time taken between the submission of a simple or
everyday application to subdivide to the State Planning Commission and the
forwarding of the commission's decision to the applicant?

Mr PEARCE replied:

Applications to subdivide land vary considerably from a complicated proposal
to develop several hundred lots to a simple boundary readjustment or division
of one lot into two. The member does not define what he means by a "simple
or everyday application to subdivide". During the last financial year,
however, the average processing time for all subdivisions was 85 days,
including a statutory 42 day referral period to local authorities and
Government agencies for technical evaluation and comment.
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HOUSING
Empty Housing Lots - Metropolitan Region

257. Mg LEWIS, to the Minister for Planning:
What is the number of vacant developed housing lots existing in the
metropolitan region as at 30 March 1988?

Mr PEARCE replied:

The State Planning Commurission monitors the stock of single residential vacant
lots on a quarterly basis. As at 30 December 1987 the commission estimates
that there were 23 260 single residential vacant lots in the metropolitan region.
The figure requested for 30 March 1988 will be available in the first week of
June 1988 and will be given to the member as soon as it is released.

LIQUOR ACT
Amendments

258. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for Racing and Gaming:

Given that the report of the Syme Honorary Royal Commnission into the
Liquor Laws in Westemn Australia was released in 1984 and since this time the
liquor industry has awaited the restructuring of the liquor laws, can she advise
Parliament if the Government intends to honour its conunitments to introduce
a new Liquor Act in this session of Parliament?

Mrs BEGGS replied:

I would remind the member for Cottesloe that since the release of the report of
the Syme Honorary Royal Commission into the Liquor Laws in Western
Australia, there have been a number of major changes to the Liquor Act,
including -

(a) the introduction of special trading hours during the defence of the
America's Cup;

(b) the separation of the judicial and administrative functions of the Liquor
Act leading to the establishment of a Liquor Licensing Court and a
Liquor Licensing Division; and

(c) the introduction of flexible trading hours based on the experience
gained during the defence of the America's Cup.

The present position is that a comprehensive review of the Liquor Act was
completed late in 1987 and drafting of a Bill for a new liquor licensing Act has
commenced. The Government is still considering some aspects of the
review's recommendations but the amending legislation will be introduced
this session.

FORMULAE
Government Interest

259. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for Economic Development arnd Trade:

(1) Does the Government have an interest in the company Formulab?

(2) If so, what is that interest, and what is its value?

(3) Does the Government have a dijrector on the board, or on the board of any
subsidiary of that company?

(4) If so, what are the details of Government in~volvemnent and of the
subsidiaries concerned?

Mr PARKER replied:

(1) Yes.
(2) its value is $375 000, representing 16.7 per cent of the issued units in the

Formulab Unit Trust which in turn has a 48 per cent interest in Formulab
International Ltd.

6O921- 10
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(3) No.
(4) Not applicable.

BRYCE, HON MAL
Employment

260. Mr HASSELL, to the Premier.

(1) What Governmnent positions are occupied currently by the former Deputy
Premier, Hon Mal Bryce?

(2) What payments are made to him in respect of each of those positions?

(3) What are his other entitlements in respect thereto?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

See reply to question 28(e).

AUSTRALIA.N CONSERVATION FOUNDATION
Government Grants

262. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for Conservation and Land Management:

(I) Has the State Government provided any grant, funds or other assistance to
the Australian Conservation Foundation in the current financial year?

(2) If so, what sumn of money was provided?

Mr HODGE replied:

(I) Yes.
(2) $4000.

LAND USE
Kojonup Location No 9062

263. Mr HOUSE, to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs:

(I) With regard to Kojonup Location No 9062 - Reserve No 24911 - vested in
the Aboriginal Lands Trust Pry Ltd. is there any intention to clear for
agricultural purposes Kojonup Location 9062?

(2) Has any person of Aboriginal descent or group of Aboriginals been given
any jurisdiction in the form of ownership or lease over this land?

(3) If the intention is to clear this land, is he aware that it contains some
examples of flora and fauna now virtually extinct in other areas of that land
district?

(4) Could he detail what future plans there are for Kojonup Location 9062?

Mr BRIDGE replied:

(1)-(4)
The matter of the development of Kojonup Location 9062 is currently the
subject of examination by the Aboriginal Lands Trust, in consultation with
a number of Government agencies, including the EPA and the Department
of Conservation and Land Management. Any development plans will give
appropriate regard to the protection of flora and fauna.

SCHOOL TRANSPORT
Rural Areas

264. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Education:

(I) Does the country school bus service policy provide that non-Government
primary school students will be permitted to travel on the school bus
service - SBS - under the same conditions as Government school students
with secondary students, able to be carried if space is available, with
priority given to primary students?
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(2) If yes, is she aware of requests for permission for children from Roebourne
and Wickham who attend St Paul's Primary School in Karratha. to travel on
the Government school bus?

(3) Is she funkier aware that at least two primary school children residing in
Roebume utilise the Government bus service to transport them to their
respective schools, namely Wickham Primary School and Karratha
Primary School?

(4) Is she aware of requests from parents of students who live in Roebou-ne
seeking permission for their children to utilise the school bus to attend St
Paul's school in Karratha?

(5) If yes to (4), will permnission be granted, and if not, why not?
Dr LAWRENCE replied:

(I) The school bus policy does provide for non-Government primary students
to be penmitted to cravel on school bus services under the same conditions
as Government students. Under this provision priority would be given to
primary students if the bus arrangements cannot accommodate all the
students requiring transport-

(2) Yes.

(3) It has been claimed that two primary students from Roeboumne utilise the
school bus service to transport them to their respective schools of
Wickham and Karratha. The Ministry is not aware that this is occurring
and has been instructed to find out if this is so. If the allegation should
prove to be correct, the children concerned will have to be denied the
service on the grounds of equity.

(4) Yes, and the parents concerned have been given an answer.
(5) Permission has been refused both on the grounds'of equity and because it

is inconsistent with the policy on the use of school buses by students from
non-Government schools. It is inequitable because permission has been
refused for Government school students to utilise the bus to travel from
Roebourne to attend a school in another town. It is contrary to policy
because students of non-Government schools are to be transported only as
far as the town containing the nearest appropriate Government school. In
this case, there is a Government school in Roebourne and as this is the
nearest appropriate Government school, Roebourne primary. students are
not transported out of town. The buses provided are for the use of students
who need to travel out of Roebourne to obtain secondary education.

SHIPPING
Bare Boa: Charter - Stateships

265. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Transport:

(I) Are most bare boat charter hire agreements executed on bare boat form A
and the hire paid monthly in advance?

(2) If yes, can he advise why the Western Australian Coastal Shipping
Commission should have entered an agreement which called for the hire
charges to be paid annually in advance?

Mr PEARCE replied:

(1) Not known, since there are a number of options. The format of bare boat
charter parties merely reflects the conditions and agreements arrived at
between an owner and a charterer. These vary for each situation and are
dependent upon a number of considerations. In the case of Staxeships it
was to the commission's advantage to negotiate payment hire annually in
advance.

(2) Not applicable.
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STIRLING, CITY OF
State Energy Commission - Road Lighting

266. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Economic Development and Trade:

(I) Did dhe City of Stirling recently approach the SEC to have street lighting
upgraded in Latrobe Street, Yokine?

(2) If yes, what was the SEC response?

(3) Is there adequate funding available to the SEC for the upgrading of street
lighting for the balance of this financial year?

Mr PARKER replied:

(1)-(2)
No. Not recently - last scheme was completed in 1986.

(3) Adequate funds are available but a large backlog of work has built up.
Local authorities are seeking extensive improvements of secondary road
lighting.

TREASURER'S ADVANCE AUTHORIZATION BILL
Consolidated Revenue Fund

271. Mr MacKUNNON, to the Premier:

What are the details of the 'ocher unavoidable commitments chargeable
against the Consolidated Revenue Fund or General Loan and Capital Works
Fund" referred to in his second reading speech on the introduction of the
Treasurer's Advance Authorization B ill?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

Due to the nature of these payments it is not possible to provide a detailed
answer to this question until after the event. The payments are for unforeseen
and often urgent commitments that arise during the course of the year and
which are not possible to anticipate when framing the Budget. In respect of
1988-89, a possible example could be any natural disaster relief payments that
might be necessary.

Any payments will be made in accordance with the provisions of the Financial
Administration and Audit Act and are subject to subsequent parliamentary
appropriation. The payments are individually identified in the Treasurer's
annual statements.

BOLD PARK
Amphitheatre

272. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Environment:

(1) Did the EPA approve the development of an outdoor theatre complex
.within the Bold Park reserve?

(2) If yes, for what reason was this development approved?

(3) If no to (1), why was this development allowed to proceed?

Mr HODGE replied:

The EPA did not approve the amphitheatre development. However, the
Government considered that as the proposal was to make use of an old
quarry which was not a natural feature of the landscape, and that access to
natural areas would be enhanced, it would allow the development to
proceed.

CHEMICALS
Food Inspection

273. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Health:

(I) Does the Government intend to introduce a program to increase the testing
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of all residue levels of agricultural and veterinary chemicals in agricultural
products?

(2) If yes -
(a) when will this program be introduced;

(b) what is the estimated cost of this program;

(c) which agricultural and veterinary chemical residues will be tested
for in this program;

(d) which agricultural products will be rested in this program, and

(e) when will the tests be carried out?

Mr WILSON replied:
(1) Yes. Although the current level of pesticide residue monitoring should

decrease for meat in 1989, testing for agricultural and veterinary chemicals
in a wider range of products will increase.

(2)

(a) Some testing is already being carried out and further tests will be
introduced in the 1988-89 financial year, depending on the
resources available;

(b) $50 000;

(c) pesticides, antibiotics, hormones, heavy metals;
(d) meat, poultry, fruit and vegetables, grain products, eggs;

(e) answered by (a).

CHEMICALS
Landfill Sites - Testing

274. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Health:

(1) Referring to his answer to question 2550 of 1987, at which landfill sites in
the metropolitan area are the monitoring bores tested for organochiorine
pesticides, phenols and PCBs?

(2) At what intervals are these monitoring bores tested for organochiorine
pestic ides, phenols and PCBs?

(3) Where are the samples from the monitoring bores analysed?

(4) Can he provide the results for the samples taken from the monitoring bores
which were analysed for organochiorine pesticides, phenols and PCBs?

(5) if no to (4) why not?

Mr WILSON replied:

(1) All.
(2) Every three to nine months.

(3) Chemistry Centre.
(4) 1 will be pleased to provide the results to the member once they have been

assembled and tabulated. To date only phenols have been found in
detectable amounts from landfill sites. This is expected as phenols are
breakdown compounds from general waste disposal activities.

(5) Not applicable.

HAZARDOUS WASTES
Storage Sites - Testing

275. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Health:

(I) Referring to his answer to question 2554 of 1987, is the environment in the
vicinity of the storage sites for hazardous wastes such as chlorinated
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*hydrocarboits monitored to 6isure that the environment is not being
-contamninated by these wastes?

(2) If yes, has any contamination been detected?"
(3) If noto (1),whynot?
(4) If yes to (1), Will he advise of the levels of contamination?
Mr WILSON replied:.

(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.
(3) At -present all hazardous 'wastes Are securely 'stored in impervious

containers. Testing would be carried our in the event of accidental spill or
fire.

(4) Not applicable.

CHEMISTRY CENTRE
Income - Expenditure

276. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Mines:
(1) What has been the annual income and expenditure for the Chemistry

Centre of Western Australia since 1983?
(2) Does the Government have plans for the Chemnistry Centre to charge all of

its clients for the services it provides? -
(3) If yes to (2), when will these changes be introduced?
(4) If no to (2), why not?
Mr CARR replied:
(1) .Expenditur

Income Salaries Other

1983-84 566000 3731000 561000
1984-85 642000 4105000 603000
1985-86 758000 4 550 000' 864000
1986787 842000 4762000 1052000

(2) Various ways in which costs may be recovered for services are being
investigated. Senior officers of the Chemistry Centre will be examining
the experiences of Eastern States' Government laboratories in early July
before recommending the most appropriate method of achieving
accountability.

(3) When a decision is made, it is expected that arrangements for the charging
system will be implemented immediately.

(4) Not applicable.

STATE HEALTH LABORATORIES
Income.- Expenditure.

277. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Health:
(1) What has been the annual income and expenditure for the State Health

Laboratories since 1983?
(2) Does the Government have plans for the State Health Laboratories to

charge all its clients for the services it provides?
(3) If yes to (2), when will these charges be introduced?
(4) If no to (2), why not?
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Mr WILSON replied:

(1) Expenditure Revenue
$,000 $.o0

1983 14625 5 647*
Six months' period

30OJune 1984 8 169 3 102*
1984-85 15537 6 757*
1985-86 17670 7 026*
1986-87 .18306 7 383*
*Incoprates funds received from the Commonwealth under the Medicare
agreement.

(2) No.

(3) Not applicable.

(4) The SHLS is a participant in the Commonwealth-State Medicare
agreement and as such patient-client services are not billed.

CALENDARS
Easy-Find Calendar - Complaints

278. Mr CASH, tothe Minister representing the Minister for Consumer Affairs:

(1) Has he received complaints from subscribers to the easy-find calendar of
high pressure selling tactics used by the promoters of this advertising
calendar involving suggestions of increased patronage to advertisers which
allegedly does not eventuate?

(2) What is the policy of his department with respect to such selling tactics?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

(1)-(2)
Original complaints were received by the Ministry of Consumer Affairs.
The subscribers were not consumers as defured in the Consumer Affairs
Act and accordingly the complaints were referred to the Federal Trade
Practices Commission which is investigating them.

CLEAN AIR ACT
Noise Abatement Act - Regulations

280. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Environment:

(1) Is it a fact that the regulations wider the Clean Air Act 1964 and the Noise
Abatement Act 1972, saved by the Environment Protection Act 1986, are
not enforceable under the provisions of the Act?

(2) If yes -

(a) How does the environmental protection authority control
pollution, including odour and noise; and

(b) do the regulations need redrafting?
Mr HODGE replied:
(1) No, although the operation of some of the regulations is different from that

used under the Noise Abatement Act and Clean Air Adt.

(2) Not applicable.

INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES
Robe River

284. Mr COURT, to the Premier:

(1) Has the Government changed its position on the Robe River dispute since
the Press release from the Department of Premier and Cabinet on 21 April
strongly criticised the company's actions?
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(2) Does the Government now accept that industrial and civil lawlessness of
the type alleged, cannot be tolerated in our industrial structure?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

The Government's position on these matters is well known. Lawlessness
of any kind is unacceptable and the mechanisms are well established to
deal with it when it arises.

We always encourage parties to talk through their problems and this is
what we did in this instance.:

DAMS
North Dandalup Dam - Building and Construction

285. Mr COURT, to the Minister for Water Resources:

(I) What planning has been undertaken for the construction of the new $35
million dam at North Dandalup?

(2) When would the Government be expecting to construct this damn?
(3) What additional storage capacity will it provide for the Western Australian

Water Authority?

Mr BRI]DGE replied:

(1) North Dandalup dam was identified in the Water Authority's 25-year
source development plan and proposed as the next major source for Perth
in a multi-objective evaluation of alternatives giving consideration to water
supply, economic, environmental and social factors.

(2) Subject to environmental assessment and clearance, construction would
probably commence in 1991-93.

(3) 75 milion kilolitres.

DEFENCE CONTRACTING ORGANISATION
Federal Government - Downgrading

289. Mr COURT, to the Minister for Economic Development and Trade:

(1) What action has the State Government taken to ensure that the Federal
Government does not downgrade the Western Australian Department of
Defence contracting office?

(2) How does this downgrading fit into the State Government's recently
announced plans to participate further in Australia's defence markets?

Mr PARKER replied:

(I) The State Government has made a number of representations to the Federal
Government over the scaling down of the Western Australian Defence
Contracting Office. The most recent was a May 1988 meeting with the
Federal Minister for Defence by a delegation of State Goventnrt,
industry and union representatives.

(2) The State Government has been advised by the Federal Government that
Western Australian industry will be able to further access defence business
opportunities by -

(a) the establishment of a capital procurements office in Western
Australia;

(b) the retention of a core defence contracting group to service
contracts and advise on potential contracts;

(c) the intended increase in the public tender threshold by local
defence establishments such as HM4AS Stirling.

512



[Wednesday, 25 May 1988151

STATE ENERGY COMMISSION
Coat Fired Power Station - Government Assistance

290. Mr COURT, to the Minister for Economic Development and Trade:

(t) How will the State Government be funding the new 500 MW coal fired
power station it has recently announced in its economic package?

(2) Is the State Electricity Commission in a financial position to borrow the
large sums involved?

Mr PARKER replied:
(1) Alternative options are currently being investigated.

(2) Yes.

ROTHWELLS
Western Collieries - Coal Prices

294. Mr COURT, to the Minister for Economic Development and Trade:

Will the purchase of Western Collieries by Rothwells. result in the
Government playing a higher price for this coal?

Mr PARKER replied:

No.
ROTHWELLS

Western Collieries - State Government

295. Mr COURT, to the Minister for Economic Development and Trade:

(1) Was the Government aware that Rothwells was to purchase the Western
Collieries operations?

(2) If yes. which department and which officers were involved?

Mr PARKER replied:
(1) Yes, inasmuch as prior to the public announcement CSR advised the

Minister for Economic Development and Trade, who was accompanied by
the officer responsible for coal matters from the Department of Resources
Development, that that company had entered into a heads of agreement
with Rothwells for the sale of Western Collieries. Rothwells separately
advised the Chairman of the State Energy Commission of the proposed
agreement.

(2) No officers of Government were involved in the transaction.

WA DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
.Swan -River Drive, Maylands

297. Mr COURT, to the Premier:

What is the Western Australian Development Corporation's involvement in
the redevelopment of land previously reserved by the Government for the
Swan River Drive at Maylands?

Ms PEITER DOWDING replied:

The WADC has no involvement in the redevelopment.

FERTILISERS
Ammonia-Urea Plant - Kwinana

299. Ms COURT, to the Minister for Economic Development and Trade:

(1) Has the Government deferred plans for an amnmonia-urea plant at
Kwinana?

(2) What are the main factors affecting its viability?

Mr PARKER replied:

(1) No. Decisions in this matter are the concern of the relevant commercial
parties.
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(2) The proponents of the ammonia-urea project have had concerns about
future world fertiliser product prices and the October share crash, and are
understood to be considering what options arc available to them at this
time.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNIN1G
Buckland Hill

300. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for Planning:
(1) Is he aware of the letter of 13 April from the Federal Minister for

Administrative Services to the Buckland Hill action group concerning
Buckland H-ill, and in particular -

"I note your suggestion that the site be donated to the people of
Western Australia as a Bicentennial gift to assist in the
establishment of the area as a regional commemorative park.
Were the planning authorities to determine that the whole of
the site should be designated as a public park, the
Commonwealth, in keeping with its policies on the disposal of
property, would seek a purchase price consistent with its use as
parkiand."

(2) In what way are he and the State Planning Commission responding to that
statement?

(3) Is he further aware that thi Mayor of Mosman Park, Mr Bruce Moore, has
sought to have the regional study group involving, amongst others, the
town of Mosman Park and the City of Fremantle, reconvened on a proper
basis to consider fuilly - as did not occur previously - the development and
other options relating to land use of the Buckland Hill, State Engineering
Works site, old Ford site, and the old CSBP site?

(4) Is the Government prepared to consider that proposal? -

(5) If the answer to these questions is no, will he advise what course of action
is being pursued, and to what stage it has reached, in relation to each of
those pieces of land?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) No action is proposed. The land is the subject of an agreement between

the Commonwealth and the State Governments, imposing stringent
conditions of sale laid down by the Comnmonwealth Government. The
proposition outlined in (1) is not part of the agreement. This was
acknowledged in the letter referred to in (1).

(3) No.
(4) Following the outcome of the metropolitan region scheme amendment for

Buckland Hill, consideration will be given to the continued coordination of
regional planning proposals in the subject area-

(5) Not applicable.
HOMES WEST

Water Authority - Unpaid Bills
301. Mr TRENORDEN, to the Minister for Housing:

(1) With respect to Homeswest tenants in country areas, is it a fact that
Homeswest pays Water Authority accounts that are left unpaid by tenants?

(2) If yes, when and why was this practice initiated?
(3) Is the same or a similar policy current for Homeswest tenants in the

metropolitan area?
(4) What is the estimated cost to Homneswest for the current financial year?
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(5) Does Homeswest make its tenants aware that the taxpayer will pick up the
tab for their unpaid water bills?

Mrs BEGGS replied:
As the answer to the question is detailed and will require same research, I win
respond to the member in writing.

TRUCKS
Motor Vehicle Registration - Burns, Mr 8.

303. Mr COWAN, to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:
(1) Has he had representation from Mr B.J. Burns of Albany, a house

transporter, pointing out an apparent inequity in the licensing of trucks?

(2) Does such an inequity exist?
(3) If yes, what action does he intend to take?
Mr TAYLOR replied:
(L) Yes.
(2) No. Because it is impractical to base licence fees for motor vehicles on the

distance which those vehicles travel.
(3) Not applicable.

DRAINAGE DISTR.ICTS
Bssae/ton - Sunbury Residents

304. Mr COWAN, to the Minister for Water Resources:
On what ground does the Government justify its continuation of forcing
Busselton drainage district ratepayers to subsidise the residents of Bunbury?

Mr BRIDGE replied:
The Busselton drainage district ratepayers do not subsidise the residents of
Btnbury.

DRAINAGE DISTRICTS
Busselton - Lee Report

305. Mr COWAN. to the Minister for Water Resources:
Further to question 45 of 1988, is it the Goverrnent's -intention to take no
action with respect to the statement in the Lee report on the Busselton
drainage district that the Water Authority may have "miscarried its rate
making power in 1986/87."

Mr BRIDGE replied:
A possible alternative, view has been expressed by the Crown Law
Department.

LOGGING
South West - Government Policy

306. Mr COWAN, to the Minister .foir'Conservation and Land Management:
(I) What is the current Government policy on the logging of:

(a) road reserves;
(b) river/stream reserves
in the karri area of the State's south west?

(2) Is the Government considering a change to this policy?.
Mr HODGE replied: -

(a) 'No clear felling. Selective thinninig is carried out iii areas of regrowth
forest;
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(b) as above.
(2) On the basis of 10 years of research, CALM has submitted a proposed

redistribution of road, river and stream zones to the EPA for consideration.
The Governiment will consider the proposed policy when it gets the EPA
recommendations.

FISHERIES, DEPARTMENT OF
Geographe Bay - Trawling

307. Mr COWAN, to the Minister for Fisheries:

(1) Is it a fact that the Government is proposing that trawling at Geographe
Bay be permitted?

(2) If yes, what is the reaction of the local comnmunity to the Government's
proposal?

Mr GRILL replied:

(I) The Fisheries Department has released a draft management plan for the
south west trawl fishery which incorporates all waters between Cape
Leeuwin and the mouth of the Moore River out to the 200 metre isobath.
Within Geographe Bay, the draft plan proposes an area of closure to
trawling which extends three nautical miles from shore aimed at protecting
important seagrass beds.

Public submissions were sought by the Director of Fisheries on the draft
plan and I am aware that there has been wide public comment on the
adequacy of the proposed closures to trawling. These will be taken into
account by the Director of Fisheries in his report to me on the proposed
management measures for the fishery. As an aside, a trawl fishery has been
operating in Geographe Bay since at least 1983. The actions being taken
by this Government are aimed at mimmirsing and controlling the impact of
the trawl fishery within the total management area including Geographe
Bay. The Western Australian Government only obtained jurisdiction of the
trawl fishery as of 14 April, 1988 following agreements this Government
reached with the Commonwealth Government on the management of trawl
fisheries under offshore constitutional settlement arrangements for
fisheries.

(2) I am aware of the local communities' concerns and desires to minimise
damage to seagrass bed areas within Geographe Bay. Submissions have
been received and these are being considered.

SMALL CLAIMS TRIBUNAL
Financial Aspects

308. Mr COWAN, to the Minister representing the Minister for Consumer Affairs:

(1) Are there plans to increase the monetary limit of jurisdiction of the Small
Claims Tribunal to $3 000 so that parity with the small debt division of the
local court is restored?

(2) If not, why not?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

(l)-(2)
The matter is currently under consideration by Cabinet.

SMALL BUSINESSES
Rural Areas - Report

309. Mr COWAN, to the Minister for Small Business:

(1) Is he aware that on 1 April 1987, his predecessor said - Hansard, page
161 - that he had no opposition to tabling the report of the inquiry into
rural small business?

(2) Will he table that report?
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Mr BRIDGE replied;

The report to which the member refers was prepared for my predecessor in
May 1986. It was not released at that time, is now dated and it would not
therefore be appropriate to release the document as this late stage.
The member will also be aware that the report has been superseded by the
interdepartmental task force.

SECONDARY EDUCATION
Northcliffe District High School - Building and Construction

310. Mr COWAN, to the Minister for Education:
What commitment has been made to the Northcliffe District High School
Parents and Citizens' Association with respect to the upgrading of
facilities at the school?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:
The work has been listed for consideration in a future building program.
Any actual construction will be dependent upon the amount of funding
available for capital works. The parents and citizens' association has
been advised of this matter.

LOTTERIES COMMISSION
Kamien Report - Government Grants

311. Mr COWAN, to the Minister for Health:
(1) With respect to last week's welcome announcement by the Minister for

Racing and Gaming of a $2 million Lotteries Commission grant for
implementation of the Kamnien committee's recommendations, can he
assure the House that all the Kamien recommendations will be
implemented in accordance with the time schedule proposed in the report?

(2) What is the estimated cost of implementing all the Kamrien
recommendations?

Mr WILSON replied:
(1) This will be subject to consideration by the implementation committee that

is being established under the chairmanship of Professor Kamnien.
(2) The implementation cost will also be carefully examined by the committee

referred to in (1) above.
LOTITERIES COMMISSION

Community Health Services - Government Grants
312. Mr COWAN, to the Minister for Health:

With respect to last week's announcement by the Minister for Racing and
Gaming of a $1 million Lonteries Commuission grant for community based
health care groups, can he advise where this money will be spent?

Mr W[LSON replied:
An announcement on how the money will be allocated will be made in
the near future-

LOTTERIES COMMIvfSSION
Princess Margaret Hospital - Government Grants

313. Mr COWAN, to the Minister for Health:
With respect to last week's announcement by the Minister for Racing and
Gaming of a $300 000 Lotteries Commission grant for a research
institute of child health at- Princess Margaret Hospital, can he provide
details of the proposed research program?
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Mr WILSON replied:
The grant allocated to the hnstitute of Child Health by the Lotteries
Commission is for building refurbishment.
Princess Margaret Hospital's nursing school building will be renovated to
make it suitable for use by the institute.
As the institute is involved in all aspects of child health research, the
development of a specific site will greatly assist in its work.

GRADUATE TAX
Wran Plan

314. Mr COWAN, to the Minister for Education:
(1) Does the Government support the so-called "Wran Plan" for a delayed

graduate tax on tertiary students?
(2) If no, does the Government have an alternative proposal?
Dr LAWRENCE replied:
(1) The Government is considering the so-called 'Wran Plan" and its

proposals to establish a tax debit scheme for participants in higher
education. It has not yet finalised its position.

(2) Not applicable.
STATE EDUCATION

Media Bias
315. Mr COWAN, to the Minister for Education:

(L) Is the Government considering a media campaign to raise the image of
State schools and State school teachers?

(2) If yes, how much will the campaign cost?
Dr LAWRENCE replied:
(1) Not at present, but the Government is concerned that some sections of the

media and some Opposition spokesmen appear to take every opportunity to
undermine public confidence in the work of State schools and the
dedicated teachers who staff them.

(2) Not applicable.

TERTIARY EDUCATION
WA College of Advanced Education - Literacy Courses

316. Mr COWAN, to the Minister for Education:
(1) Has the WA College of Advanced Education reduced the availability of

literacy courses for trainee teachers?
(2) What steps has the Government taken to ensure that the standard of

literacy of trainee teachers is improved before they enrol at WACAE?
Dr LAWRENCE replied:
(1) No. In its restructuring of its pre-service course for trainee teachers, the

college has maintained the overall proportion of time devoted to literacy.
(2) The Beazley and McGaw reports focused on the need for literacy

attainment as a prerequisite for secondary graduation and this is being
pursued by the Ministry. The WA college focuses on the development of
personal skills for students and upon the teaching of literacy. The college
recently endorsed a commitment to literacy and requires a minimum
standard before entry to the third year of its course. Within the curriculum
and instruction component of its course, the college requires a significant
component of communication education units.
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ROSS, MR PETER
State Government Finance

31t7. Mr CO WAN, to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs:

(1) Has Mr Peter Ross, project officer with the Wangkatjungka community,
expended any State Government funds?

(2) If yes, can he provide details?
(3) Has Mr Ross received any salary, commission or fees from the Stare

Government whilst employed by the Commonwealth as a project officer
with Aboriginal communities?

Mr BRIDGE replied:

(I) No funds have been allocated to Wangkatjungka community through my
portfolio and [ am not aware of any other State Government funding to the
group.

(2) Not applicable.

(3) Not through my portfolio.

WOMEN'S EMPLOYMENT AND TRAIMING STRATEGY
Government Agencies

321. Mr COWAN, to the Minister for Women's Interests:

(1) With respect to the five major reasons outlined in the Governor's Speech
for the proposal to establish a women's employment and training strategy,
are none of the concerns of the proposed strategy being addressed by
Government agencies that are already in operation?

(2) If no, which of the existing Government agencies is failing to deal
effectively with the problems to the extent that it is considered necessary to
expand the role of Government further?

(3) What are the criteria for determining the success or failure of the proposed
strategy?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

The main thrust of the women's employment and training strategy is to
increase the skil level of women and girls across a wide range of
occupations. The women's employment and training strategy is being
considered by Government and represents an integrated approach to
improving employment and opportunities for women in Western Australia.
It is intended that services and provisions already in place in Government
agencies would constitute a part of the strategy. When implemented,
appropriate performance indicators will be established on the basis of
Treasurer's instrctions 904 and 905 of the Financial Administration and
Audit Act 1985.

HOSPITAL.S.
Bicton Hospital - Future Proposals

322. Mr ]BRADSHAW, to the Minister for Health:
(1) Is it proposed to convert the Bicton Hospital to a nursing home?

(2) If so, when?

(3) How many beds are proposed for the proposed nursing home?

(4) Who will have access to the beds?

(5) Has any consultant drawn up plans for the proposed changes to the Bicton
Hospital?

(6) If yes to (5), which consultant?
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(7) Has a costing been established to carry out the proposed structural changes
to the Bicton Hospital?

(8) If yes to (7), what is the estimated cost?
Mr WILSON replied:
(04-8)

See answer to question 323.
MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

Lotteries Commission - Bicron Hospital
323. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for Health:

(I) With regard to the Ministerial statement last week by the Minister for
Racing and Gaming, was he consulted as to how the money from the
Lotteries Commission was to be spent?

(2) Did he or anybody else from the Government make contact with the
Hospital Benefit Fund - lessee of the Bictori Hospital - with the future
proposals for the Bicton Hospital?

(3) Were the staff at the Bicton Hospital notified of the proposed changes to
the Bicton Hospital?

(4) If no to (2) and (3), why not?
Mr WILSON replied:
(1) Yes.
(2)-(4)

A number of options are under consideration to meet the needs for nursing
home accommodation and respite care for the young disabled. Bicton
Hospital in terms. of its possible availability in the future was one of the
options discussed by way of consultation with my office about the
statement by my ministerial colleague.

Specific reference to Bicton Hospital was inadvertently included in the
statement. This premature reference to Bicton Hospital as one of a number
of options under consideration is regretted and the position has been
explained to the hospital administration of the Hospital Benefit Fund.
All options under consideration are subject to availability and ftuther
negotiation before any proposal is finalised.

BUS STATIONS
Mounts Bay Road

324. Mr COURT, to the Minister for Planning:
(1) Has the Government considered a more suitable location for the proposed

new bus station than adjacent to Mounts Bay Road?
(2) What other sites have been considered?
Mr PEARCE replied:

(1) The proposed location is considered the most suitable location.

(2) Raine Square;
Esplanade;
Barrack Street Jetty;
Central St George's Terrace between William and
Barrack Streets;
Central Railway Reserve.

PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT
Sunset Hospital Site - Proposals

325. Mr COURT, to the Minister for Health:

(1) What proposals is the Government considering for the Sunset Hospital site
in Dalkeith?
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(2) Will it be liaising with the Nedlands City Council aver any proposals it
develops?

Mr WILSON replied:

(1) There are no firm proposals under consideration.
(2) All relevant bodies will be consulted at the appropriate stage of any

development proposal that may arise.

BARRACK SILICON PROJECT
Kemerton

327. Mr COURT, to the Deputy Premier, Minister for Economic Development and
Trade:

(I) What transport arrangements have been made for the canting of raw
materials required for the Barrack silicon project to be sited at Kemerton?

(2) In view of his previously stating that it was essential for the project to be
located adjacent to a railway, is the Government proposing to construct a
spur line into the Kemerton site?

(3) (a) What new power infrastructure will be required for the silicon
project; and

(b) what is the estimated cost of this supply?

Mr PARKER replied:

(I) It is proposed to complete the sealing of a public road between Marriott
Road, Kemerton and the South West Highway.

(2) It is not proposed to construct a rail spur to Kemerton for the silicon
project. Silica ore will be trucked from the existing rail facilities at
Brunswick Junction. However, should further industry such as an
alumninium smelter require rail access to Kemnerton then the silicon project
would contribute to its viability.

(3) Provision of power supply for the silicon project will require enhancement
of the existing power transmission system and same acceleration of the
regional transmission development program. Given the agreement of the
Harvey Shire to the Kemnerton area as a major industrial park this work is
part of the infrastructural role that the State and the SEC are here to fulfil.

WATER AUTHORITY
Groundwater Information

328. Mr COURT, to the Minister for Water Resources:

(1) Does the Water Authority again provide groundwater information to
commercial and residential plumbers and drilling contractors over the
telephone?

(2) if yes, when was this service resumed?

(3) If no to (1), how is this information currently made available?

Mr BRIDGE replied:

(1) The service was never terminated.

(2)-(3)
Not applicable.

STATE ENERGY COMMISSION
Electrical Installations - Inspecions

329. Mr COURT, to the Deputy Premier:

(1) Is it the intention of the SEC to scrap compulsory inspections on new
electrical installations?

(2) Was a trial period of random testing put in place?
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(3) If so, when?

(4) What is the result of the trial period?

(5) Has a report been released for comment by interested parties?

(6) If not, when will it be released?

Mr PARKER replied:

(1) No.

(2) No. The trial involved 20 volunteer electrical contractors testing and
checking their work while normal SECWA inspections continued.

(3) The trial period occupied the latter half of 1987.

(4) The trial demonstrated that the quality of electrical installation work
improves very considerably when licensed electrical workers check and
test their own work.

No. It will be available for release soon.

HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Health Act - Review

330. Mr COURT, to the Minister for Health:

(1) What is the current progress being made by the Department of Public
Health on the review of the Health Act, te model health by-laws series A,
and other health legislation?

(2) Is local government involved in this review process?

(3) When is it anticipated the review will be completed?

Mr WILSON replied:
(1) The Health Department has recommended a number of changes to the

Health Act which it is intended to incorporate in an amendment Bill which
I will be submitting to Parliament later this year. Further changes are
being examined with the intention of submitting more amendments for a
subsequent amendment Bill. Some subordinate legislation under the
Health Act is also under consideration, but not specifically the model
health by-laws series A.

(2) A set of health by-laws based on the model health by-laws series A is
being reviewed arnd updated as a collaborative exercise between the Health
Department and a particular municipality. The aim is to produce a
comprehensive set of up to date by-laws which can be used as a model by
other local authorities. For this reason it is proposed to broaden the local
government input into the exercise.

(3) Review of health legislation is a continuing activity of the Health
Department, which has established a legislation section for this purpose.
There will always be a need to keep health legislation under review.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

BURS WOOD CASINO
Smith, Mr Alan - Report

38. Mr MacKIhJNON, to the Premier:

(1) Will the Premier ensure that the final report of the Commissioner for
Corporate Affairs, Mr Alan Smith, into the Burswood Casino issue is
released for public information?

(2) If not, why not?
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Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

(1)-(2)
1 do not know whether the Leader of the Opposition has been following
events elsewhere. I understand there will be further inquiries about
matters connected with this.

Mr Macinnon: Further inquiries by whom?

Mr PETER DOWDING: I am not going to refer in detail to debates in another
place, but I think the Leader of the Opposition would be aware, if he is
following the events, of what I am talking about.

I have always thought that the Leader of the Opposition's attack on the
decision by the Commissioner for Corporate Affairs to not prosecute
someone was based on his disagreement with the commuissioner or on his
lack of knowledge about material that might have been with the
commissioner in the light of documentation that emerged - as he said on
television last night - by failing off the back of a truck. That is what I
understood to be the position of the Leader of the Opposition.

Mr Macinnon: What I want to know, and what the public want to know, is why
the commuissioner changed his mind between June and October.

Mr PETER DOWDlING: I want to know, and I chink the public are entitled to
know, whether the Leader of the Opposition shares the view aired today by
the member for Cottesloe, in the course of his personal attack on the
former Commissioner for Corporate Affairs, that the commissioner should
resign.

Mr Macinnon: [ share his view that that commissioner was not a member of the
Government but was an officer reporting independently to this Parliament.
I would have thought that for his own protection he would want to clarify
the position; and I think he should.

Mr PETER DOWDlING: That is an extraordinary statement from the Leader of
the Opposition. The decision by the former Commissioner for Corporate
Affairs to prosecute or not prosecute is his alone. The decision by the
present Commuissioner for Corporate Affairs to prosecute or not prosecute
is his alone. It is not the decision of the Government, the Attorney
General, or any other politician.

We have seen today the extraordinary spectacle of an attack by the member
for Cottesloe on the integrity of a man who, under the Financial
Administration and Audit Act, is in a position where he cannot be removed
from office except on the address of both Houses of Parliament. So not
only has the Opposition taken its attack to the Government, but having
realised its error in the question of who exercises the discretion to prosecute
or not prosecute, it has now taken it away and has now attacked - in the
most disgraceful maniner I have ever heard in my life - the integrity of a
senior public officer.

The issue here is whether the Commissioner for Corporate Affairs chooses
to initiate a prosecution. The issue is not whether it is my opinion, or that
of the Leader of the Opposition, that he is right or wrong, or whether it is
the opinion of Mr Samnuels.

When I was sitting in my office listening to debate in another place, I was
amazed to hear infonation from one of the Opposition members about the
background of the man who has run this case in Western Australia for three
years. He appears to have a disgraceful background. This man came to
Western Australia after launching an attack in Tasmania on a casino
operator. I think the question is turning around. The question is not
whether the integrity of one of the long standing members of the public
service is at uisk, but whether the Liberal Party's integrity is at risk in
attaching itself to a person who quite clearly, over a period of some five
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years, has set about attacking casino operators first in Tasmania and now in
Western Australia.

HASSELL, MR
Prosecution of Offenders - Radio Comments

39. Mr D.L. SMITH, to the Premier:

(1) Is the Premier aware of the remarks made on radio today by the member
for Cottesloe regarding the prosecution of people who have committed
serious offences?

(2) Can the Premier comment on the serious implications of those remarks for
all members of society?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

(l)-(2)
It will not have escaped the notice of members of this House and people
who have watched politics in this State over the last 10 years that there
have been few politicians who have demanded more absolute inflexible
obedience to the laws of this State than the member for Cottesloc. He was
clearly supportive of the action taken by a previous Premier, Sir Charles
Court, when he had a clerk from the State Housing Commission dismissed
from his office and prosecuted, and the police raid the office of a member
of Parliament in order to assist in the investigations, over the release of
documents which were no more sensitive than a mild political
embarrassment.

If we want to look at the way in which members of the Liberal Party are
prepared to abandon their principles, on the very basis of their repeated
public utterances, we can see what the member for Cottesloe said on air
today and what the Leader of the Opposition said last night when he was
questioned about it. He said as far as he was concerned it is a bit of a joke
if a document which might have the effect of altering the lives or the
fortunes of the people falls off the back of a truck, out of an investigations
section of the Corporate Affairs Department, a section which deals with
hundreds of millions of dollars worth of information on a regular basis.

The Leader of the Opposition pretender - the member for Cottesloe - said
on air in relation to that that he did not think the people who let out that
document should be prosecuted. Having said that, he thought he would
have a bob each way by saying he thought it was a senious matter, of
course.

Mr MacKinnon: When are you going to answer the question?
Mr PETER DOWDINCG: The Leader of the Opposition knows perfectly well that

in another place members on his side are seeking certain information; and
we will see what happens.

Mr Macinnon: Are you supporting the establishment of that committee?

Mlr PETER DOWDING: Leaving that to one side, we have a situation where the
Liberal Party is prepared to abandon its principles and step away from its
fundamental beliefs in order to pursue, in a most vicious way, a purely
political campaign.

STATE GOVERNMENT INSURANCE COMMISSION
Publicity - "The Age"

40. Mr MacKINNON, to the Premider:

(1) Is the Premier aware of the report in Melbourne's The Age of 24 May
headed "Taxpayers could end up paying for SGIC's plays' which says in
part -
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If the SCIC is acting autonomously, then the WA Government
ought to intetvene and bring it into line.

The SGIC's buying spree, by any normal commnercial criteria, is not
just foolhardy but extravagantly dangerous. It has taken on board a
level of risk that would make Alan Bond look timorous"?

(2) Is the Premier concerned at the reputation Western Australia is now gaining
in eastern Australia from the publication of this type of article?

(3) Is the Premider also aware of the assertion in the article that -

- . . the leverage in the SOIC's financial position would be
untenable in any normal commercial enterprise and one might well
wonder why it should be any more acceptable in the publicly owned
body. It appears that a movement of significantly less tha~n 10 per
cent in the value of the SGIC's assets could create a deficiency?

(4) What action has the Premier taken to assure himself of the current position
of the SOIC?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

I am grateful to the Leader of the Opposition for the question because not
only does it identify hini, as the Minister for Agriculture has said, as a man
who is not prepared to stand up for his State himself against the sort of
grizzling that comes out of the Melbourne establishment, but also it
enables mec to remind members that the level of investment in Western
Australia per capita is the highest of any State in Australia, and that
indicates that after five years of Labor Government people can see the
opportunities for investment in this State.

Mr Court: There is a shortage of land.

Mr PETER DOWDING: What does that suggest? The opportunities for
investment are among the best in Australia. Why might it be that we have
acted so immediately to address issues of the availability of land in this
Stare? It is because we have an absolute boom and we are proud of having
a boom.

Mr Macinnon: The only thing going "boom" is the Government.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER; Order! Order!

Mr PETER DOWDING: Let me add to that, since it gives me the opportunity of
saying it, that there is a document on the Table which conveniently refers
to the member for Cottesloc's view of how the economy should have
remained. The first square on his little picture is " 1984, a site owned by
the WA Governent" which, I remind members, was an idle site. It was
not returning money to the State.

Mr Hassell: That is idle, is it?

Mr PETER DOWDING: 1 am really grateful for the Opposition's interjections
tonight. There is a major central city site of immense value making no
economic return to chi Governiment but providing a service that will be
better provided by another site. In terms oE educational resources the
alternatives provided by our Governmrent far outstrip the antiquated
resources that existed in this moribund central city site. 1 remind the
House that that is the perspective the Liberal Parry would have about a
major valuable asset of Government - "Just let it wither there for ever"

In 1985 the WADC was instructed to maximise the return to the taxpayer
ont a rationalisat ion of assets and the site was sold on 20 December of that
year for $33.5 million with funding at a commercial rate to the people who
acquired it limited to two years. The gross profit to the WADC at the time
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was $13 million - a profit to the taxpayers which the Liberal Party would
never have realised. That is step three, and that is not all.

Point of Order
Mr COURT: Mr Deputy Speaker, if the Premier wanted to participate in the

Address-in-Reply, he could have. We would appreciate the answers to the
questions.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!. I take exception to that ridiculous point of
order by the Deputy Leader of Her Majesty's Opposition. That was the
most long winded question that I have heard in the five years I have been
in Parliament and I will ask it to be answered without interjection and
without ridiculous points of order.

Questions without Notice Resumed
Mr PETER DOWDIN'G: In 1986 a sworn valuation put the value of the board's

half share in that property at $17.5 million, up three quarters of a million
dollars from the purchase price, and in June 1987 it put it up $12.5 million.
They are sworn valuations and that is the increased return to the State. In
1987 a business consortium bought back Rothweils - the Government gave
no equity but a guarantee facility - and the SGIC bought Connell's interest
in the David Jones site for $30 million at a sworn valuation of $52 million.

In 1987 a transaction took place whereby a swap occurred, as the member
says, but there was an obligation to repay the moneys outstanding on their
half of the Perth Technical College site, including commercial interest
rates; and in 1988 that site was sold, with all the other sites together, at a
profit of $67 million.

Mr Macinnon: A contrived $67 million.

Mr PETER DOWDING: I am assured that the $67 million profit is after making
allowance for normal commercial aspects of that transaction which are
entirely proper. So the $67 million profit is not to be discounted by
mailers that the member for Corresloe raised; it is in fact a $67 million
profit to Western Australians.

CASH, MR
Police-to-Population Ratio

41. Pr P.J. SMITH, to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:

(1) Did he see the public comments made by the member for Mt Lawley on the
ratio of police to population in Geraldton and B unbtuy as compared with
Perth?

(2) If yes, could he comment on the accuracy of the figures quoted?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

(1)-(2)
Yes, I did see the comments made by the member for Mt Lawley and!I am
happy to comment on the accuracy of those figures. The member for Mt
Lawley has been telling pork pies again.

In The West Australian on Saturday, 21 May the member for Mt Lawley
talked about the country ratios and the overall ratio of police in Western
Australia of one officer to over 470 people, and said that in Geraldton the
ratio is one to every 600 people and in Bunbury it is one to every 800
people. We thought we had better check those figures, and I must say the
member for Geraldion was very quick off the mark. Members should
remember that the figure the member for Mt Lawley gave for Bunbury was
1:800, and in fact the correct figure is 1:409 - about half. As for Geraldton,
the pork pie was not quite as big. He said that in Geraldton the ratio was
1:600, whereas it is 1:460.
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In 1983 - that is, when we came to Government - the figure for Bunbury
was 1:438 and now it has fallen to 1:409. In Geraidron the figure was one
1:509 and now it is 1:460 in that community. for the State as a whole,
when we camne into Government in 1983, the figure was one officer to
every 487 people and now it is 1:464. I am pleased to say that those ratios
continue to fall, not only for the State as a whole but for each of those
major regional centres. The member for Mt Lawley should go ont a diet
and make sure he excludes pork pies from that diet.

STATE GOVERNMENIT ENS URANCE COMISSION
Liabilities - Asbestosis Compensation

42. Mr COURT, to the Premier

(1) Is the Premier aware whether the SOIC has made proper provision for the
large liabilities it may face in relation to damages awarded to
asbestos-cancer sufferers who were employed by Midalco Pry Ltd,
formerly Australian Blue Asbestos, which was insured with the State
Government Insurance Office?

(2) If not, will the Premier examine this matter and report back to the
Parliament?

Ms PETER DOWDING replied:

No Government has expressed more compassion for the people affected by
the tragic results of exposure to asbestos than this Government; not only to
the people who have had the dreadful diseatses identified but also, equally
importantly, to the people of Wittenoom who have been hung out to dry by
the previous Liberal Government for so long.

Ms Lightfoot: What have you done in the past five years?

Mr PETER DOWDING: The member for Murchison-Eyre was trying to make a
quid at that time - the Government was taking an interest in people.

The previous Government directed the SOIC to pick up an unfunded
obligation for asbestos exposure, the ful risk element of which is not clear;
it is potentially a substantial sum. If there is any criticism in the SGIC
picking up that unfunded obligation, it rests with the people who ordered it
to do so - those people sitting across the table from us.

The SOIC is currently reviewing the potential liabilities - both in terms of
its commitment to Midalco and to others, under any contracts of insurance.
I hope to be in a position to make a statement about that soon. In the
meantime I assure those people affected by the diseases that they will
continue to receive, with great sympathy, the support of the Western
Australian Labor Government.

PLANNING
Cheap Land - Perth Metropolitan Area

43. Ms THOMAS, to the Minister foK Planning:

What planning steps are being taken to ensure an adequate supply of cheap
land in the Perth metropolitan area?

Mr PEARCE replied:

The Government has been very carefully monitoring the supply of land for
development purposes. We have established a very high powered and
sophisticated monitoring arrangement in the State Planning Commission
with a complicated computer model, and a very extensive data base, in
cooperation with private industry sources which are the main land
developers in the Perth metropolitan area. As a number of agencies are
involved in land development - such as the servicing agencies which
provide sewerage, water, electricity and roads - cooperation is needed to
ensure land can be brought on stream as quickly as possible.
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In the last few weeks we announced the setting up of a special urban
development unit within the State Planning Commission, with secondments
from other agencies, to fast track proposals for land development - whether
the areas of fast tracking be from Government development agencies or
private development agencies. The Government recognises that the need to
bring land on stream is important in keeping land prices down. The
Government is concerned about the increases in land prices in recent times,
and has taken a responsible approach. The situation is not helped by the
scare tactics used by the member for East Melville this evening when he
said only 800 blocks were for sale in the whole metropolitan area. If any
statement is designed to create an artificial land rush it is that kind of
statement.

Mr Peter Dowding: He meant in his price range.

Mrt Pearce: In his IQ range. If we expressed the member's IQ as a percentage and
multiplied it by 100 over one, 800 would be about right. The difficulty
with understanding complex issues on the other side is that if we put the
member for East Melville and the member for Karrinyup together we
would not get an IQ which runs into double figures.

Many more blocks are for sale in the metropolitan area than the kind of
numbers talked about an the other side. That is not to say that action is not
required to make sure land is available as quickly as possible. I find it
hypocritical in the extreme that those people who call for greater effort to
bring cheap land onto the market are the same people who assist protest
groups that arise in any area where efforts are made to bring land on
stream. I am not entering the area of the special rural areas; they are
particular cases under the corridor review. The corridor review is designed
to identify all areas of land within the metropolitan region which might be
brought on stream over time to ensure there is no land shortage within the
metropolitan area inside 20 years. Not a single area of land designated in
the review has not spawned a protest group which has not been aided by
the Opposition. Earlier, the Opposition started out talking about the need to
bring land on stream, and then subsequent speakers kept talking about
stopping land being brought on stream. They have not been able to cope
with that.

The member for Kaninyup has a solution and suggests a city to the north of
Yanchep where people can get cheap land. The member suggests people
live to the south of Mandurah where they will get cheap land; and let us
develop Northam because the land is cheap there. They can all commiute to
Perth. That is not the required answer.

The one required is that which the Government has adopted and brought
into the Planning Commission - systems to fast track land which is easily
and readily available. Secondly, the objective is to produce expeditiously
Government land holdings which can be quickly developed. Through the
Minister for Housing that has been done. Thirdly, the Government has
sought to identify land holdings which are not currently owned by
Government, and to work with private people to ensure land is available.
We can in that way contain land prices.

I call on allI members of this House to take the same responsible attitude
and not seek to scare potential home buyers with the kind of idiotic and
lunatic claims put forward by the member for East Melville.

STOCK BRANDS AND MOVEMENTS ACT
Amendments - Independent Livestock Market Reporting Service

44. Mr COWAN, to the Minister for Agriculture:

(1) Is it the intention of the Government to introduce amendments to the Stock
Brands and Movements Act to enable an increase in revenue from
waybills?
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(2) Will those funds be used to support the Independent Livestock Market
Reporting Service?

(3) If so, what is the estimated total of funds required to maintain such a
service?

Mr GRILL replied:
(1) Yes. This has a high priority with the Goverrnent's legislative program

this year.

(2) Yes. The Government will support the livestock reporting service.

(3) I cannot give an exact figure. Perhaps this part could be put on notice, and
I will give an answer later.,

CYCLONE HERBIE
Disaster Relief

45. Mrs BUCHANAN, to the Minister for Agriculture;

What steps have been taken by the Minister to assess the damage caused
and decide on the relief measures required for horticulturists and
pastoralists as a result of cyclone lierbie?

Mr GRILL replied:

Senior members of the Agriculture Department were in the Murchison and
Gascoyne yesterday at my request to make an assessment. No doubt
cyclone Herbie did significant damage in those important areas of this
State. Extensive damage to horticulture crops has occurred, and 150
banana growers have suffered losses estimated between 20 and 100 per
cent, with financial losses around $7 million. There have been extensive
losses of other crops.

I conflnn that the recently announced $40 000 grant for the Gascoyne
Produce Marketing Authority will go ahead despite the cyclone.
Considerable damage was done to pastoral leases, mainly by sand and wind
blasting. We intend to put in place a whole range of measures which will
alleviate some of the immediate problems. I wil be putting a number of
suggestions to Cabinet next week. I will not go through ten because of
the time.
I assure members on both sides of the House that the Government will
introduce measures which I think will meet the situation. I could tell
members a lot more about what the Government intends to do. The
damage was very severe and the response by the Government will be
appropriate.
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